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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Boll Weevil Monument is located on the main street of Enterprise
and stands approximately 13 feet high.

The main portion of the statue consists of a 3-foot female figure of
cast lead holding up an aluminum boll weevil. The original monument
did not include a weevil and the present weevil figure was added in
1949. The female figure and weevil rest on a graduated base of cast
iron which is situated\}n the center of a concrete pool approximately
15 feet in diameter.
The base of the monument is inscribed:
SN PROFOUND APPRECIATION
OF THE BOLL WEEVIL
AND WHAT IT HAS DONE
AS THE HERALD OF PROSPERITY
THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED
BY THE CITIZENS OF

ENTERPRISE, COFFEE COUNTY, ALABAMA
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boll Weevil Monument, the only known statue created to commemorate a
detrimental insect, was erected by the citizens of Enterprise in appreciation
of the role this destructive insect played in diversifying the local econ-
omy by abolishing one-crop agriculture..

The boll weevil, which is thought to have originated as a species in Central
America or Mexico, entered Texas between 1890 and 1892. By 1922 it had
spread to most of the cotton—growing area of the United States.

%dke many other cotton producing areas in the South, Coffee County had based
its economy almost solely on the production of cotton. Before the coming
of the boll weevil, the yield of cotton in the county averaged around 35,000
bales each year. In the late summer of 1915, the boll weevil made its
appearance in the area and in that year the cotton yield was cut to about
60% of the normal amount. But in spite of the ravages wrought in 1915, the
farmers planted for a bumper cotton crop in 1916 and every conceivable
method was employed in combating the weevil. These efforts proved futile
as less than one-~third of the crop was harvested. —
The decline of cotton production signaled the beginning of a new era and a
new economy for the county. For the first time an attempt was made to
grow other farm crops in sufficient amounts to market as cash crops. Iron-
ically, the soil of the county, never a rival of river deltas or red prairiegs
for cotton production, was to be well suited for peanut and soybean produc-
tion.# In just a few years, Wiregrass America (Southeast Alabama, Southwest
Georgia and Panhandle Florida) became the world's leading producer of pea-
nuts. Today the economy of the county is diversified and includes both
industry and agriculture. Peanuts and peanut products are the main produce
but the area also produces poultry, livestock, and timber as well as cotton|
Industrial centers manufacture textiles, steel, aluminum and electronic
equipment.

The idea of the monument was conceived by R. O. Fleming, then a merchant and
a member of the City Council of Enterprise. Without solicitation, the citi+
zens contributed half the amount needed to erect the monument, which cost
$1795. Fleming paid the rest of the amount. The monument, which had been
cast by the Bama Foundry Co., was unveiled on December 11, 1919.
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