
0
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLAC 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable section

STATE:

Alabama
COUNTY:

ES Coffee

FOR NPS USE ONL.y
ENTRY DATE

s) APR 2 6 1!m
j$t&&#$iifijk£i£iBi&^ 
f^^^J^I^BflJuJ:^:^:":^^

COMMON:

Boll Weevil Monument

AND/ OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND, NUMBER:

Center of Intersection of Main and College Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Enterprise

STATE CODE <

Alabama QI

CATEGORY OWNERSH.P
(Check One)

Q District Q Building Ixl Public Public Acquisitio 

n Site Q Structure D Private Q ln Proce

m object a B °th a Beina c

PRESENT USE (Check One or Afore as Appropriate)

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

District II
30UNTY: CODE

Coffee 031

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

n: Q Occupied Yes: 

OB Unoccupied D Restricted 

onsidered r-j Preservotion work B Unrestricted

in progress ' — '

[Xl Agricultural Q Government 1 1 Park [ | Transportation I I Comments 

| |. Commercial CH Industrial f~| Private Residence fit! Other fSoecifv)

n Educational CH Military Q Religious 

| | Entertainment . l~~1 Museum | | Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

City of Enterprise
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Enterprise
tai^^^^wi^^^^^M^^^^^^^^^M

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Coffee County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Enterprise

Monument
.......«.««,..-.

:llflllliil|s|illi;li|i^^^

STATE: tODF

Alabama 01
iilllPiillll^^

STATE CODE

Alabama 01
^^3 T^>

TITLE OF SURVEY: /^^Y^ X^A ^ "<X/f4J\ 

/V A '</}& \'\ */*V 4/>* cc///rv, VA •
DATE OF SURVEY: Q Federal D State JLQ/ County M Q^a '^\

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: JJ-H Af+ ^^ ' — '|

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

V>;v ^ ̂ r4^
STATE: ^^OfT ~T^\\^ ̂  ° ° ° E

^"^^"^^J _i*^<BSi'"^

STATE'

|

CJ>

3 
O

n 
0
C
z

ENTR

V NUMBER

DATE |

O

Z 
TJ

C 
en
m 
O
z r~



CONDITION

(Check One) 

Foir Q Deteriorated Q ' Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One; 
Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved gg Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ~ ~ "———

The Boll Weevil Monument is located on the main street of Enterprise 
and stands approximately 13 feet high.

V

The main portion of the statue consists of a 3-foot female figure of 
cast lead holding up an aluminum boll weevil. The original monument 
did not include a weevil and the present weevil figure was added in 
1949. The female figure and weevil rest on a graduated base of cast 
iron which is situated in the center of a concrete pool approximately 
15 feet in diameter.

The base of the monument is inscribed:

^ PROFOUND APPRECIATION 

OF THE BOLL WEEVIL - 

AND WHAT IT HAS DONE 

AS THE HERALD OF PROSPERITY 

THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED

BY THE CITIZENS OF 

ENTERPRISE, COFFEE COUNTY, ALABAMA \
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boll Weevil Monument, the only known statue created to commemorate a 
detrimental insect, was erected by the citizens of Enterprise in appreciation 
of the role this destructive insect played in diversifying the local econ­ 
omy by abolishing one-crop agriculture.^

The boll weevil, which is thought to have originated as a species in Central 
America or Mexico, entered Texas between 1890 and 1892. By 1922 it had 
spread to most of the cotton-growing area of the United States.

Like many other cotton producing areas in the South, Coffee County had based 
its economy almost solely on the production of cotton. Before the coming 
of the boll weevil, the yield of cotton in the county averaged around 35,000 
bales each year. In the late summer of 1915, the boll weevil made its 
appearance in the area and in that year the cotton yield was cut to about 
60% of the normal amount.^ But in spite of the ravages wrought in 1915, the 
farmers planted for a bumper cotton crop in 1916 and every conceivable 
method was employed in combating the weevil. These efforts proved futile 
as less than one-third of the crop was harvested. ^^

The decline of cotton production signaled the beginning of a new era and a 
new economy for the county. For the first time an attempt was made to 
grow other farm crops in sufficient amounts to market as cash crops. Iron­ 
ically, the soil of the county, never a rival of river deltas or red prairies 
for cotton production, was to be well suited for peanut and soybean produc­ 
tion. /^In just a few years, Wiregrass America (Southeast Alabama, Southwest 
Georgia and Panhandle Florida) became the world's leading producer of pea­ 
nuts. Today the economy of the county is diversified and includes both 
industry and agriculture. Peanuts and peanut products are the main produce 
but the area also produces poultry, livestock, and timber as well as cotton 
Industrial centers manufacture textiles, steel, aluminum and electronic 
equipment.

The idea of the monument was conceived by R. 0. Fleming, then a merchant aru 
a member of the City Council of Enterprise. Without solicitation, the citi­ 
zens contributed half the amount needed to erect the monument, which cost 
$1795. Fleming paid the rest of the amount. The monument, which had been 
cast by the Bama Foundry Co., was unveiled on December 11, 1919.
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