
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo numberZA'Sy 9,-J7A 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

yi/ALA/UT ^/T 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town Fa l l River, Mass, 

Address 441 NortJi Main Stxeet 

Narne Br i s to l County Superior Court House 
and Registry of Deeds 

Present use Coiirt±iouse and Registry 

of Deeds 

Present owner Bristol Comty 

Description: Two joined bldgs. one granite 
one granite faced. 

Date 1889, 1930 

Source Phillips History of Fall River 

Style Richardsonian Romanesque 

Architect Robert H. Black/Ec3ward M. Corbett 

Exterior wail fabric Maine rough cut granite 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features square comer tcwer, engaged 

circular turret above entrance, steep 

slate hipped roof 

Altered_ 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

Lot size: 79,592 sq. f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street  

50| ^ ' 

Recorded by Patricia Giza 

Organization FROHP 

Date Jan. 19, 1981 

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known) Br is to l County 

Original use Superior Court 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal *: 
Agricultural * ?' ; 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political -y ' 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The monumental Bristol Comty Superior Courthouse (1889) i s the city's finest exaiiple 
of the Richardsonian Romanesque style and i s among a handful of landmark ci v i c build-

' ings vMch stand out because of their size, granite construction and commanding ins­
t i t u t i o n a l presence, 

Bristol County court sessions were held only i n Taunton and New Bedford u n t i l 1877, 
v^en the f i r s t session of Fall River superior court was held i n the Borden Block. 
The courthouse was authorized i n 1887 and work began i n March, 1889 under the 
direction of New Bedford architect Robert H. Black. The iirpressiveness of the ' 
structure reflects the prosperity of the c i t y and county during this t e x t i l e manu-
fac±uring bocm. The building i s constructed of Maine rough cut granite, with the 
basement of a l i g h t "Hurricane Island" stnne and the body of a darker shade of "Long 
Cove" granite wii± red triimdngs. The walls are three feet thick and backed with 
brick. The cont:ractors were the prominant local firm of Darling Brothers, and tiie 
building reportedly cost $181,016, ..r̂ ;...̂  , ... • , • . 

The sense of weight and raassiveness and use of rock-faced masonry are typical of the 
Richardsonian style, as are details such as the Syrian arched entrances, round turr e t 
with conical cap, and steep roof planes. The pecularly American version of the 
Ronanesque was developed by Henry Hobson Richardson, who i s generally recognized as 
one of the tiiree greatest American-bom architects. Among the Richardson buildings 
v ^ch later inspired many imitators were T r i n i t y Church i n Boston (1872), t±ie 
Allegheny County Courthouse and J a i l i n Pittsburgh (1884) and the ISfershall Field 
Wholesale Store i n Chicago (1885). During Richardson's life t i m e , his fellow archi­
tects were loath to use the style, perhaps because they would seem to be copying a 
r i v a l . His death i n 1886 ended any sense of cotpetition, and Richardson's work 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
i. early maps, etc.) . • i • - ' •.. ' ' 

Atlas 1883: no stmcture shown • * ° ̂  
1895: structure shown "County Court House" , >> ^ 

Bldg. Dept: no record 
Phillips Hist, of Fa l l River-1944-46-Vol. I l l pg. 89 * 
History of Fa l l River-Fenner-1911-pg. 36 & 42 . • - > 
E ^ l l River Daily Herald-Aug. 8, 1889 pg. 4 ' " • : ' 
Fall River Herald News- Sep. 19, 1953- pg. F-4 * $ ' y 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAQIUSETrS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community; Form No: 1 
Fall River, f̂ess. 

Property Name: Courthouse & Registry 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) / 

w imtated particularly for public buildings throughout the country during the 
late J.880 s. 

^ t h ^ f l T ^ ^ ^ t ^ S . ? ^ Building was erected i n 1930 from the designs of local 
architect Edward M. Corbett and is compatible with the earlier building i n style, 
^ i S ! setback. This sensitivity to the context of a building is rare i n any 

Because of i t s distinctive style, workmanship and intact quality and i t s nearly a 
century of history as an urportant public institution, the Bristol County Superior 
Courthouse and adjoining Registry of Deeds n^ts criteria A and C of the National 
Register, individually. 

^ y • 

1 

A-ffA-

Staple to Inventory fnrn. bott 
om 



NPS Vom, 10.900.. ' 
0«2) • Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior iiHiipBiipi^^ 
National Park Service ' For HPS uss only 

National Reg is ter of Histor ic P l a c e s ^^^^ ^ "̂'̂  
I n v e n t o r y — N o m i n a t i o n Fo rm ^at* entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page -i-<^^"' 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Fan River M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review / v ' ^ y Date/Signature 

11. Borden, Ariadne J. & Mary A., House * Keeper ^/////^ jj^tL^/i^-^l 
' • - . S i b f l t a n t l v a lev ies ' 

. ' " ' ^ V Attest 

12. Border Ci ty M i l l s feSsfSnHvi A. K e e S r ' " t y ; / f 1 ^ ! ! / ^ ^ / g 

DOE/OWKfER OBJECTION ,̂,,̂ 3̂  ^ 

13. Borden, N. B , , School Entered I n tbe pfeeper 
Hatlonal Beglster ' 

- Attest 

14. Borden-Winslow House ^ ^^^J^^i'Se^Ster ^"P"' ^^^,5 ^ . . L M . . . ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

15. Brayton Methodist Episcopal Chugc|gj.gj^ the ^eper -V^/^ ^ iP<UA-^....m../SY.^ 

National H e « l « % , t , 3 , 

16. Brightman, Hathaway, House ^Je^^^i^^J®^^ ifeeper C>{A^t^^^~^./Sy^ 

Attest 

17. Bjsi&fifil County Superior Court^^^^^^^^^^^^^ feeper AA^A ) cAA^-^--^L.4-y^ 

Attest 

18. Cadedy, Squire William B., House^^^^ (deeper 

^ ' A . National Be«iBt63r 
Attest 

19. Cataract Engine Company No. |j^^gj.ed in the /iteeper ^t^Ayy ^iU^^<^--<>^My^^-L.^ 
fiatiocal S©«l»t«? 

Attest 

20. Central Congregational ChurcJ^^^^^^ ^ <J^eepev ^/^Ari ,odiA.'^--.,^4^yc.^ 

;''.^tlonal Hegtatea? 
Attest 



NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

MatiaiMl Pw* 

£VALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Bristol County Superior Court (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
nomination by porson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantlva Raviaw: ^ . s a m p l e raquest 

^ -7'cf</ 
Working 
Fad. Rag. Data: ' ' 
Data Qua* -.^A'^As-j - ^^A^yAfj 
Action: i^t-r^T>-r ^/^Ak3 

Entered la the ?!T"?i' 
National Beglster" "^J^CT 

Fadaral Agancy: 

," appeal MR decision 

Ravlawar's comments: 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

aee eontlnuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussad below 

- ~ 7 
1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n o r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of Loga l P e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

\ pnpmtvi I 

7, P e s c r i p t i o n 

i n > > m i i i i « | | 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/Integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Itimmm ml «ltiilll«iio« Cltmmk mm* lusttty hmtmmi 

• iMe i f i e datas M M a r A r e h H a e t 

SCatoflMMVt of Si^nWIoaRoe (In eno paw^ra^te) 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app t icab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9 . l i a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

Actaagi ml namtnaM^ Pfpparty . 

OuadrangK natna . 

UMTF 

V a r t a l >»iaiaanr daacrit<tlon ana (uatHicat lan 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Tha avalualad tignmcanc* o< this propafty wKtiin m* stata is:  

national stats locsl 

Mata HIstortc Praaarvstton Otficar signaturs 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

S igned Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s for any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 



















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

.'!y- • »# 

r 

A 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 


