FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Fall River, Mass,
Address 441 NortJi Main Stxeet

NaneBristol County Superior Court House
and Registry of Deeds
Present u2 Caoiirttiouse and Registry
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Saple to left side of form of Deads

Photo numberZA'Sy  9,-J7A
Present owner Bristol Conty

Description: Two joined bl dgs. one granite
one granite faced.
Date 1889, 1930
Source Phillips Historyof Fall River

Style Richardsoni an Ronanesque

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Robert H B ack/Ec3ward M Cor bett
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wail fabric Maine rough cut granite

Qut bui | di ngs (descri be)
Q her features square comer tcwer, engaged
circular turret above entrance, steep

sl ate hipped roof

Atered_ Dae
Moved Date
Lot size: 79,592 sq. ft.

VIIALAIUT NT Ore acre or less Over one acre X

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street
50| A

Recorded by  Patricia Giza

Organization HAROHP

Dae Jan. 19, 1981

(over)



7. Original owner (if known) Bristol County

Original use  Superior Court

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal s Conservation Recreation
Agricultural * 0?2, Educati on Rel i gion
Architectural X Expl oration/ Sci encel/

The Arts settlement i nvention
Commerce I ndustry Soci al /
Communication Mlitary humani t ari an
Community development X Political -y ' Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of t henes checked above)

10.

The nonunental Bristol Conty Superior Courthouse (1889) i sthe city's finest exaiiple
of the Richardsoni an Ronanesque style and i s anong a handful of landmark civic build-
ings vMch stand out because of their size, granite construction and commandi ng ins-

titutional presence,

Bristol County court sessions were held only i n Taunton and NewBedford until 1877,
vfen the first session of Fall River superior court was held i nthe Borden Bl ock.
The courthouse was authorizedi n 1887 and work began i n March, 1889 under t he
direction of NewBedford architect Robert H Black. The iirpressiveness of the'
structure reflects the prosperity of the city and county duringthis textile manu-
facturing bocm The building i s constructedof Maine rough cut granite, witht he
basement of a light "Hurricane Island" stnne andthe body of a darker shade of "Long
Cove" granite wizxred triimings. Thewalls are three feet thick and backed with
brick. The cont:ractors were the promnant |ocal firmof Darling Brothers, andtiie
bui I ding reportedly cost $181,016, .\~ , .. . ) :

The sense of wei ght and raassiveness and use of rock-faced nasonry are typical of the
Ri chardsonian style, as are details such as the Syrian arched entrances, round turret
wi th conical cap, and steep roof planes. The pecularly American versionof the
Ronanesque was devel oped by Henry Hobson Ri chardson, who i s generally recognized as
one of thetiiree greatest Areri can-bomarchitects. Anong the Richardson buil dings
vAch later inspired many imtators were Trinity Church i n Boston (1872), tde

Al | egheny County Courthouse andJail i nPittsburgh (1884) and the ISfershall Field

Wol esal e Store i n Chicago (1885). During Richardson's |ifetime, his fellow archi-
tects were |oath t ouse the style, perhaps because they would seemt o be copying a

rival. His death i n 1886 ended any sense of cotpetition, andRichardson's work
Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
i. early maps, etc.) . v . - BN
Atlas  1883: nostncture shown . * e
1895:  structure shown "County Court House" , > n
Bl dg. Dept: norecord
Phillips Hist, of Fall River-1944-46-Vol. |1 | pg. 89 *
Hi story of Fall River-Fenner-1911-pg. 36 & 42 . « - >

ErI River Daily Herald-Aug. 8, 1889 pg. 4
Fall River Herald News- Sep. 19, 1953- pg. F-4 * $ 'y



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET .
Community; Fom No 1

MASSAQIUSETrS HISTORICAL COMISS ON Fall River, “es
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Courthouse § Registry

HSTARCAL S AN H CANE (cont'd) /
I\Aa{te 3.8 S.I mt ated particularly for public buildings throughout the country duringt he

AthArfITAANMNEA S, 2?22 Building was erected in 1930 fromthe designs of |ocal

architect Edward M Corbett andis conpatiblew th the earlier building in style,
M S setback. This sensitivity to the context of abuilding 1s rare’inany

Because of i tsdistinctive style, workmanship andintact quality anditsnearly a
century of history as anurportant public institution, theBristol County Superior
Cour t house and adj oi ning Registry of Deeds n*ts criteria Aand Cof the National

Regi ster, individually.

/\y.

A-ffA-

Staple to Inventory fnrn. bOtt(rn



NPS Vom, 10.900..
0«2)

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

Exp. 10-31-84
iiHiipBiipir®
Far HPS uss anly

NNNN N NN

Nat* ereed

v

Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Fan River Multiple Resource Area
State MA
Nomination/Type of Review / % A y
11. Borden, Ariadne J. & Mary A, House * Keeper
‘e - . Sibfltantlva levies
A Vv Attest
12. Border City Mills feSsfSnHvi A. KeeSr'"
DOE/OWKER OBJECTION A/ 30
13. Borden, N. B,, School Entered |In the pfeeper
Hatlonal Beglster
- Attest
14. Borden-Window  House NI SENSer ntprt
Attest
15. Brayton Methodist  Episcopal  Chugc|gj.gi® the “eper
National He«l«%,t,3,
16. Brightman, Hathaway, House "JeYWN™"J@M ifeeper
Attest
17. Bjsi&fifil County Superior  CourtMVWWWWwWw feeper
Attest
18. Cadedy, Squire William  B., House™™ (deeper
A'A . National Be«iBt63r
Attest
19. Cataract Engine Company No. |j™gj.ed in the fiteeper
fiatiocd  SO«I»t«?
Attest
20. Central Congregational Churcjvwww - A <Jeepev

;".Mlonal Hegtatea? Attest

Date/Signature

NI [jALAiAA

ty;/f1 A~V AN g
N

WA A P<UAN..MLISYA

C>{AMMA-A [N
AAMA ) CAANA-AL 4y
NAAYY

NUM<A<> ’\My""-L.’\

NNAri LOdiA'N-- My



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC

MatiaiMl Pw*

Bristol County Superior Court (Fall River MRA)

PLACES

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS
Working
Fad. Rag. Data: N Tt/
Data Qua* -/~A'MAs-j - ANANYA(]
Action: iN-rNT>-r NNAKS
resubmission Entered | athe 20T 20
nomlnatlon. by. porson or local govarnmant I\htignag Bepl%\ter" "AJACT
ownar objaction adara gancy:
appaal
Substantlva Raviaw: AN.sample raquest ,  appeal MR decision
Ravlawar's comments:
Racom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Data
aee eontlnuation sheet
Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussad below
~7
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
4. Ownor of Property
5. Location of Logal Pescription
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
\ pnpmtvi |
7, Pescription

in>>miiii«||

aummary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/Integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

Itimmm ml «tiilll«iio« Cltmmk mm* lusttty hmtmmi

*iMeifie datas MMarArehHaet

SCatofIMMVt of Si*nWloaRoe (In eno paw”ra’te)

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

appticable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. liajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

Actaagi mlnamtnaM” Pfpparty .
OuadrangK natna
UMTF

Vartal >»iaiaanr daacrit<tlon ana (uatHicatlan

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

Tha avalualad tignmcanc* o<this propafty wKtiin m* stata is:

national stats locsl

Mata Hlstortc Praaarvstton Otficar signaturs

Certification

13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
Signed Date
Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504



























Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

e off

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279



