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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property consists of the Samuel Paddock Strong House and the property 
currently owned by Mr. E. W. Graves, consisting of approximately two acres in a 
nearly rectangular plot measuring approximately 400' x 200'.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Samuel Paddock Strong House is Vergennes is prominently situated along State Route 
22A (West Main Street) and creates a gracious welcome at the southern entrance to Ver­ 
mont's smallest and first incorporated city. The large Greek Revival house was built 
for Samuel Paddock Strong (1793-1864) on land he purchased after his father J s death in 
1832. His father, General Samuel Strong,, directed the Vermont Militia and the volunteer 
army at the Battle of P1attsburgh during the War of 1812 and was a successful and promi- 
ment resident of Vergennes, His house, one of the finer examples of the Federal-Adamesque 
style in Vermont, was listed on the National Register in April 11, 1973. The Samuel 
Paddock Strong House, although of more vernacular origins than the General Strong House, 
is also an excellent example of its style.

The 2%-story main mass of the house is flanked on either side by symmetrical 1%-story 
wings. It is said the house was constructed at a cost of $10,000. The wood was cut on 
Snake Mountain in Addison, a nearby town in which the Strong family had holdings, and the 
black marble for the parlor fireplaces quarried locally, possibly from Shoreham, and 
polished in Vergennes. The building was designed and constructed as a whole and each 
section embellished with Greek Revival features. The corner pilasters, window heads, 
and door surrounds have a Greek fret motif and were possibly derived from one of the 
Asher Benjamin or Minard Lef ever builders ' handbooks so common in Vermont in the Nine­ 
teenth Century.

The house has been well maintained and has undergone no major alterations since the time 
of its construction. The house is a fine example of quality domestic architecture from 
the second quarter of the Nineteenth Century and is an important visual asset to the 
City of Vergennes and the State of Vermont.

The nominated property consists of the house and the approximately two acres held by the 
present owner. This generally rectangular area comprises the significant features 
associated with the property; the rectangle is bounded by farmland and VT 22A.
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Samuel Paddock Strong House on West Main Street (State Route 22A) in Vergennes 
commands a view of the Green Mountains to the east, the Adirondack Mountains to the 
west and the City of Vergennes to the north (see Vergennes Historic District, entered 
on the National Register September 3, 1976). The large Greek Revival style house was 
built ca. 1839 for Samuel P. Strong (1793-1864) who was a director and later president 
of the Bank of Vergennes and a director of the Rutland and Burlington Railroad. The 
house exhibits many high style Greek Revival features and has undergone little exterior 
alteration since its construction. The visible changes have not been to the house it­ 
self but to the grounds; a carriage barn, necessary for all Nineteenth Century houses, 
no longer exists nor does the elaborate wooden fence with urns illustrated in The White 
Pine Series of Architectural Monographs. The fence urns are in the possession of the 
owner of the house.

The T-plan house is of post and beam construction infilled with nogging of soft brick 
and clad in clapboards. The gable roofs are sheathed in slate; the North (right) wing, 
however, has been reclad in asphalt. The main section of the house is 2% stories and 
3 bays wide with a right-entry side hall plan. The front door is recessed and flanked 
by 3/4 length side lights and surmounted by a transom; these windows have thin inter­ 
secting muntons and are surrounded by a fluted architrave with corner blocks. The 
door surround has molded trim with the lintel containing a Greek fret and a centrally 
located raised panel. The first floor windows have this same detail which is similar 
to that illustrated on Plate 31 of Asher Benjamin r s Practical House Carpenter published 
after this house was constructed. The house is framed by corner pilasters which also 
have a Greek fret; the pilasters support a plain entablature with a denticulated cornice 
The gable front is pedimented with a triangular glazed light in the tympanum.

The gable-front main block of the house is flanked by 1% story, 3 bay symmetrical wings. 
The wings have the same architectural detailing as the main section but have a simpli­ 
fied door surround and no entablature, only the denticulated cornice.

All the windows retain their original 6/6 sash and are flanked by functional louvered 
shutters.

There are three remaining fireplaces in the house; a black marble mantelpiece, quarried 
in nearby Shoreham and polished in Vergennes, and two brick fireplaces with wooden 
mantelpieces.

Although the interior of the house has been modernized for today's lifestyle, care 
and attention has been given to the preservation of the exterior. The house is an 
excellent example of the Greek Revival style and of the private stewardship of an 
important local landmark and community asset.
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