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The Pickett House was built in 1856, and is presently standmg on tﬁaongmal

site,

portuon of the house contamed a study, master bedroom dov&nstalrs and two bed-
rooms upstairs, with access to the upper floor provided by a ladder. A leanto at
the side bf the house.contained the dining r.oomand kitchen. There was a fire-‘
place in the kitchen, with a chimney made of mud and sticks. R‘g’u‘njgyations have
been made by various owners, in order to make the house more Iivable. A;l‘e-wer
kitchen was built on the back of the leanto, and the first kitchen became the
pre’sent bathroom. The originél dining éréa has become the caretaker's living
room, sothat the entire leanto area is a small apartrﬁent for the caretaker. The
study in the main portion of the house is now an elegant living room, and the

master bedroom is a dining room, where the meetings of the Daughf.ers of the

Pioneers are held once a month. The ladder to the upstairs rooms has been re-

placed with a small staircase. All the rooms have wallpaper hung over the original

wide undressed planks, and the original floor boards have several newer layers
of wood flooring over them. Tﬁe plumbing and wiring is recent, with electric
heat recently installed as baseboard units. Also on the property is a pear tree
planted by Captain Pickett in 1856, which is still producing large crops of

‘pears annually, and the stables, which have not been renovated.

The main
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE \'\“ “‘{*‘“L;_;Vy »
The Pickett House, built in 1856, is one of the few remaining buildings in What-
com County that date to the earliest days of the white settlement on Bellingham
Bay. It is an undistinguished small house, but was for awhile the home of a most
“distinguished man, General George E. Pickett, of Civil War.fame. Pickett was
sent as Captain in charge of Company D, Ninth Infantry, in August of 1856 to
erect a fort on the bay to protect the small settlement from Indian raids, for at this
time, the entire Northwest was expecting a major Indian uprising. The fort was
built a few miles northwest from Bellingham, around the bay, and Pickett's house
was constructed at the same time, on the bluff above the bay, in the dense woods
on the northwest edge of the settlement. The lumber used for the house and the
fort was cut at the Roeder mill on Whatcom Creek, and this sawmill was essentially
the nucleus of the settlement, with approximately twenty families on homestead
claims. Captain Pickett married an Indian woman from a noble family of the Haida
tribe, in the year after his arrival, and a son, James Tilton Pickett, was born to
them December 31, 1857. Several months afterwards, Mrs. Pickett died, and
Captain Pickett cared for the boy until 1859, when his company was removed to
San Juan Island, in the Straits of Juan de Fuca, some miles to the west of
Bellingham, during the San Juan Boundary Dispute with Great Britain. The boy,
through his father's friend, Major James Tilton (Jimmie's namesake), was placed
in the care of earlier acquaintances, the William Collins of Arcadia, Washington,
near the present capitol of Olympia. Pickett resigned his commission in 1861 and
went by ship to the south, to join the Confederacy. He never returned to Washing-
ton or saw his son again, .but through the underground, he communicated with
Major Tilton, a Union officer, and managed to provide the boy with supplies and
clothing. Major Tilton had assumed a great portion of the responsibility for young
Jimmie. Pickett married achildhood sweetheart, La Salle Corbett of Richmond, in
1864. Later, after Gettysburg and Pickett's famous charge, Pickett was parolled
with other Southern officers. He was maligned in Congress by a bitter Union
officer, General Butler, after Lincoln's & assination, and with his wife was forced
to find safety in Canada. They later were given safe conduct by General Grant, and
they returned to Vitginia. Pickett died at age fifty, on July 30, 1875, and was
later interred with full military honors.

The Pickett House has been constantly occupied since it was built in 1856.
Pickett left it in 1859, and it was later sold, exchanging hands until the last
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presented it to the Daughters of the Pioneers.

individual owner bought it in 1889. The property was conveyed by the
owner to the Washington State Historical Society on January 25, 1936, and
it was maintained by the state until September of 1965, when the Society

It is maintained by the
Daughters as a small museum for mementoes of Captain Pickett and early
Whatcom County; a young caretaker couple occupies the house now, and
guided tours are given for school children and other groups.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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