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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The A.M.E. Church is a small, brick structure of no particular style but modestly 
Gothic in overall effect. The building has a split-level plan although the original 
entry is now concealed within a new brick addition which cuts across the front facade 
of the church. The addition has a flat roof, rusticated brick, square window bays with 
metal framed sliding windows and plain doors--all of which are inconsistent with the 
original building and therefore constitute a major intrusion. The window bay in the 
tower has also been bricked in with rusticated brick. Paint on the exterior brick, 
air conditioners in some side windows, and a composition roof are also changes from 
the original appearance of the church.

In plan the church is rectangular and has a gabled roof which is hipped at the 
rear on north end. A square tower with a spiked steeple is connected to the southwest 
corner of the front facade and causes the asymmetrical arrangement of bays in the 
facade. The three window bays and original entry are symmetrical together but 
situated to the side of the centerline of the facade as opposed to conventional 
symmetrical centering.

The church's major decorative elements are the art glass leaded windows which are 
found in all of the front and side bays. The windows display various foliated and 
geometric patterns and are quite colorful. While the windows themselves are square, 
their bays are segmented and feature corbeled brick arches. A corbeled brick cross 
is situated in the center of the front gable. The cornice is simply molded and the 
original chimneys are still intact.

The interior of the A.M.E. Church has been extensively remodeled. Ceilings have 
been lowered, new wall coverings and new pews added, etc. The building presently 
does not have a great deal of architectural integrity or significance. However, the 
present owners intend to restore the church to its original appearance and have been 
locally funded [ to accomplish this work. , ,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Trinity African Methodist Episcopal Church was organized as Utah's first black 
congregation in the 1880's. Meeting in members 1 homes and rented quarters, the congre­ 
gation appeared to have started construction of a church building in 1891, somewhere on 
Fourth West Street below Sixth South in Salt Lake City. The cornerstone was laid by 
the then Territorial Governor Thomas. However, it would appear that the black members 
lacked the funds to complete the structure and so returned to meeting in homes and 
rented accommodations.

In 1907 the church purchased the property at 239 East Sixth South with funds donated 
by a Mary Bright, a black cook who had made a fortune working in the mining camp of 
Leadville, Colorado. The church building was constructed around 1909 by the members 
of the congregation, according to plans drawn by another member, Hurley Howell.

The importance of the Trinity African Methodist Episcopal Church lies not in its 
architecture, although it will look quite pleasant once some unfortunate accretions are 
removed as part of their current restoration project. What is important is its symbolic 
value to the black community as the focus of black social, educational, and 
religious activity in Utah for over 60 years. The role of the black churches in acting 
as a cohesive force in the black community, and as both a refuge and a strength, takes 
on especial meaning in a state where they are such a tiny minority. The history of 
the Trinity A.M.E. Church is the major part of black history in Utah.
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