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Town Worcester 

Address 13 Preston Street 

His tor ic Nane Marion Bat te l le Three-Decker 

Use: Present residential 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1896 

residential 

Source Worcester House Directory 

Style Q̂ ^̂ " Anne style Three-Decker 

Architect unKnown 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood claobaord and 
cut shingle 

Outbuildings garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) "̂ "̂  

Condition verv -ood 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Sett ing Late 19th/earlv 20th century yrhp-n 

n u l t i - f a m i l y res iden t ia l street 

UTM REFERENCE 19/268090/4682100 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Hichael S te in i tz 

Organization Clark University 

Date '^^y i^SO 

Revised by l i icnael S te in i t z for MKC - 12/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Marion B a t t e l l e Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a 
representative multi-family residence from the working class, ethnic neighborhood 
that developed i n the Piedmont area i n the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
I t i s also a remarkably well-preserved, and unusually well-detailed exam.ple of 'v 
Queen Anne style three-decker construction from t h i s period. The Battelle Y''' 
Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 13 Preston Street i s an unusually well-preserved and finely-detailed 
example of the use of Queen Anne style elements i n l o c a l three-deckers. The house • 

has.a t y p i c a l side-hall plan, and i s clad i n wood clapboard and several types of cut 
shingle. The hip roof contains a small gable dormer that i s centered over the main 
facade. Roof cornice overhangs are unusually wide, and contain regularly spaced, 
decorartive brackets. The asymmetrical m.ain facade has an entry bay .containing a 
three-tier porch. The porch i s supported by turned posts, with geometric pattern 
balustrades and friez e s . Flanking the porch i s the building's outstanding feature: 
a massive, round, t u r r e t - l i k e bay window clad i n alternate-bands of patterned cut 
shingle that create an unusually complex set of surface textures. A second, angled 
window bay projects from the building's side wall. Windows are 1/1 sash with 
simple surrounds, and those on the side walls have bracketed caps. •• 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comawnity. 

Located i n the largely I r i s h and French-Canadian, working class neighborhood 
•, southwest of downtown, the Battelle Three-Decker was b u i l t ca. 1896 as part of a 

concentration of three-deckers b u i l t i n the Jacques Avenue-Preston Street area 
i n the 1890s. The f i r s t owner of 13 Preston was Mrs. Marion Batelle,who resided here 
through 1920. By 1930, the house was owned and occupied by Robert Power, a 
policeman. Earliest known tenents (1896) included Patrick Connell, a harnessmaker; 
and Mary Connell, a bookeeper. Tenants i n 1900 included George and E l i Nichols, 

* machinists; and John Prior, a clerk. In 1910, they included Maude Ames, a 
stenographer; Fred Ames, a policeman; and Henry Prior, an ironworker. ^ 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester Directorv, Worcester House ')irectorv, 1896, 1900, 1912, 1920, 1930. 
L.J. Riciiards, Atlas of tne Citv of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 
J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survev, 1981. 
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2. Anderson, Lurfw^g, Three-Decker BeglateF^^Pe^ (p(l<Ay-<y^Y?^ ^^Vy^c 

3. Baker, Peter, Three-Decker 

lAtloaal BeglateF^^P^^ 

Attest 
Bntered I n tn© 
Hational Hegister^^^pg^ 

Attest 
Bntersd m the 

4. B a t t e l l e , Marion, Three-Decker j j i ^ ^ o n a l Begiatar Keeper 

Attest 
Entered i n the . 

5. Beaver Street Historic D i s t r i c t Hatioaal Begistj^pej-

Attest 

J . ^. m, ^ , Entered i n the 
6. Blodgett, Lydia, Three-Decker gatlonal Begister'^^^P^'' 

Attest 

7. Bostrom, Eric, Three-Decker Entered i n the 
Hatioaal Hegista: 

Attest 

8. Bousquet, Henry, Three-Decker Entered I n the ^4^eeper 
Hational Register 

Attest 

9. Carlson, Eric, Three-Decker 
Entered in tha i . 
Hational Begistej'^^^P^'^ 

Attest 

10. Crabtreey Thomas, Three-Decker '̂ ^̂ ^̂ '̂  K00̂ ,0.. 
Hational BegiaWlP̂ P̂ '̂  

Attest 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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Bat t e l l e , Marion, Three-Decker 

Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002429 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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UTMs boundary justification 
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