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2. | nr.atinn

street & number. 80 Loomis Street and 1?n South Road . hot for publication

city or town. Bedford vicinity

State Massachusetts code MA _ county  Middlesex .code 017 zipcode 01730

3 StatP/Fpriftral Agftnry Certifiratinn
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Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Qm~eets « does not meet th*Natlonal Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide B~Qally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
X public-local X district
_ public-State __ site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

6. Fiinrtinn or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Transportation/rail-related

7 nesr.riptif>n

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian: Victorian Eclectic

Narrative Description

Middlesex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 Q .building
sites
, structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

NA

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Transportation/pedestrian-related
Recreation and culture/museum

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick, granite block, concrete block
walls wood shingle

roof. tile, asphalt shingle

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. Narrative Description

Bedford isa auburban town located gpproximately sixteen miles nortliwest of Boston, just outsde the Route
128/Intersate 95 beltway. Billerica borders the town on the north, Burlington and Lexington on the eedt, Lincoln on
the south, and Concord and Carlide on the west. The Concord River defines Bedford'swesem border, axd the
Shawdheen River islocated in the eestem part of town. Bedford hes severa brooksthat feed into ether the Concord
or Shawdheen Rivers. Three date highways- Routes 4, 225, and 62 - converge a Bedford Center, and U. S Route
3, alimited accesshighway, passes through the northeast comer of thetown.

ReHfrrH Depot Park Historic District condgts of two properties owned by the Town of Bedford and located a the
terminus of the Minuteman Bikeway (Photo 1). The bikeway isarail trail over the right-of-way of the former Boston
& MaineRailroad. Located a thejunction of two principal roadways. South Road and Loomis Stregt, and two
former railroad lines, the historic district occupiesjust over one-haf acre a the southem edge of Bedford's historic
town center. The district'stwo buildings, a passenger depot (1874) and afreight house (1877, originally built asan
engine house), are the only surviving railroad buildingsin Bedford. Both buildings were moved to their present
locations in the last quarter of the 1Q* century as operations a the railroad junction expanded. Together, these
buildings form the centerpiece of amunicipa park project, currently underway, that will providefacilities for
pededriansand cyclistsin a setting that presarvesthe aregsrailroad history. Thedistrict is bordered by the
Minuteman Bikeway to the south. South Road to the west, and contemporary commercial and ingtitutional
constmction to the north and northeest, fronting Loomis Street.

Middlesex Central Railroad (Boston & Lowell Railroad), Bedford Passenger Depot

Theonly building of itskind extant in Bedford, the Passanger Depot, 80 | nnmis Stret (1874, MHC #179, Photo 2,
s sketch magp) isthe second of two surviving passenger sations on the former Middlesex Central Railroad. A
subddiary of the Boston & Lowell Railroad, the Middlesex Central built the depot on its sandard-gauge railroad line.
Thistwo-story, wood-frame, rectangular building has abrick and granite block foundation, cedar shingle siding, ad
atile hipped roof with wide overhanging eaves Wood trim includes a matchboard wood frieze on all four devations,
overdgzed wood knee braces a the eaves, and cornerboards.

The dze and number of window and door openings on the two long (east and west) devations have been dtered from
the origina configuration, but this ateration isreversble. Openings were changed after the end of the period of
significance, when the depot was retrofitted for offices for commercid tenants  The building is gpproximately ssven
bays acrass on the eedt éevation, three bays across on the west elevation, and one bay degp. The only entranceto the
building currently isin the center bay of the three-bay west eevation, now flanked by an overhead door ina garege
bay to the left and a contemporary bay window to the right. Replacement vinyl sseh, mogt in a 2/1 configuration,
gopear onthe first level on all four devations and in the form of eavewindows a the attic level on the two long
devaions. Original windows weretall, narrow openings that extended to thefrieze.

Higtorically, the depot had awood deck that wrapped around the building, incorporating short flights of dairs a three
door openings on the eedt eevation and two door openings on the west devation. Each door opening incorporated a
pair of panded wood doors and was topped with a multi-pane rectangular transom that maiched the height of the tops
of thewindows. The deck is shown on the depot on the 1962 Sanbom fire insurance mgp and was dismantled some
time thereafter.

(continued)
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In plan, the rectangular passenger depot was divided roughly into three principal oaces The men'swaiting room
occupied the northem end of the building, the women's waiting room wes a the center, and the southem end of the
building was split between the baggage room (on the eedt side) and the expressroom (onthe west side). The gation
agent's office, marked by abay window in the fifth bay of the eest elevation, had two interior ticket windows, eech
opening into awaiting area. Women's and men's lavatories were located between the women's waiting room and the
baggagelexpressarea. The interior goaces have sixteen-foot ceilings.

Originally, the passenger depot was Stuated on the west Sde of South Road, outsde the boundary of the historic
digtrict. In 1877, establishment of asscond dandard-gauge railroad line a Bedford Depot created arailroad junction,
and the passanger depot was moved to its presant Site & the junction, located on the south sde of Loomis Sireet and
et of South Road.

Two highly significant features of the passenger depot are the train order Sgnds (ca. 1886, sse Photo 2), mounted on
tall metd poles that pierce the eavesof the building. Dueto itslocation a thejunction of two branch lines, the depot
hes 9gnds on two sSdesof the building. Trainson the Lexington Branch to North Billerica usad the signd onthe
north eevation, and trains on the Reformatory Branch between Bedford and Concord usd the sgna on the south
devation. At the top of each train order signd were two blades and three roundds, or colored lenses. Metd rods
from each sgna desocended through the roof and extended dong the building to the station agent's office, behind the
bay window on the depot's eedt devation. There, the agent usad leversto control the signals. The original roundels,
someof which are missing or broken and scheduled for replacement, are green, yellow, and red. The original sgna
blades were removed in the late 1950s when the Boston & Maine Railroad sold the building. Wood replicas, painted
red with awhite stripe on the front and black on the back, were fabricated and installed in 1999. The paint scheme
wes SHected to recregte the blades as they looked in the 1950s Thetrain order dgnds indicated to gpproaching

trains whether they could proceed through the junction or had to sop to obtain train orders (speciad instructions).
[Bedford Depot News, May 1996, Aug. 1999, Sept. 1999]

After the Bogon & Maine Railroad sold the passenger depoat in the late 19505 the building was converted to offices
for commercia tenants, a use that continues today. The Town of Bedford acquired the passenger depot in 1999 es
part of the Bedford Depot Park plans currently under deveopment (see Significance).

Billerica & Bedford Railroad Engine House (later Bogon & Lowell Railroad Freight House)

The former Engine House, now known as the Freight House, 120 Smith Roed (alk/a 84 Loomis Street, 1877, MHC
#180, Photo 3, ss= sketch map) isthe only building remaining from the short-lived Billerica & Bedford Railroad, a
narrow-gauge line. One and one-half gories, the wood-frame building has abrick foundation, wood shingle siding,
and agable-front roof clad inagphdt shingles. The building displays overhanging eaves and wood comerboards.
There isasmall, concrete-block "bump-out” addition with a shed roof acrossaportion of the rear elevation.

The building served originally as the railroad's engine house, then was converted to afreight house Reseerch
ugoedts the building, like the passanger depot (see above), was first located on the opposite (west) Sde of South
Road adjacent to the tracks, and moved to its present position some time after itsacquisition by the Boston & Lowell.

Originally one bay wide and three bays deep, the Freight House has been modified somewhat in the number and sze
of itswindow and door openings, though the building's scale and masing have been maintained. After the Boston &
(continued)
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Maine sold the building in the late 1950s, overszed doors on the two long eevations—south, facing the railroad
tracks, and north—were boarded over and small, double-hung windows installed. A six-foot-wide, raised wood
platform, now removed, on the building's south eevation met the height of rail carson an adjacent siding and
facilitated the exchange of items between the carsand the freight house. The platform gppears on the 1962 Sanbom
fire insurance mgp and was dismantled someatime thereafter. A door and an oriel window were added to the west
devation, now the fafadeof the building. Onthe interior, the main floor was an open areawith aten-foot ceiling and
an attic above the attic is now afinished floor.

Since the Boston & Maine Railroad sold the freight house in the late 1950s, the building hes housed a grain dore, a
local meeting place for the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and a bakery and sandwich shop. The town of Bedford
acquired the freight house in 1999 &s part of the Bedford Depot Park plans currently under development (see
Significance).

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American resources are located in the district or in the generd area (within one mile), dtes
may be present. Environmenta characteristics of the areaindicate ahigh potentia for the presence of Native
American gtes. The digtrictis located on awell drained, level to moderatdy doping terrace in close proximity to
wetlands. Elm Brook, atributary dream of the Shanvdhean River, drains eederly lessthan 1,000 feet south of the
district. The confluence of EIm Brook and the Shawseen River islocated less than one mile eedt of the district. The
Concord River is located approximatdy two mileswes of the district. The entire areadescribed ebove islocated
with the Merrimack River drainage. In spite of the above information, the Sze of the district (approximately one-half
acre) and construction impeacts related to the Minuteman Bikeway, the earlier Boston and Maine Railroad right-of -
way, and movement of the Railroad Depot and Freight House to the didtrict in the last quarter of the 19* century
indicates alow potential exigs for locating ancient Native American resourcesin the district.

A high potentia exists for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district, however, they may have limited
research value. Construction features and evidence of utilities associated with moving the Passenger Depot and
Freight House to the district in the late 1870s may exist. These resources should be documented in constmction plans
for those buildings. Stratigraphic evidence may dso exist in the areaof the Boston and Maine Railroad roadbed, now
the Minuteman Bikeway.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
X B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex County Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance
1R74-1953

Significant Dates

NA

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NA
Cultural Affiliation
NZA

Architect/Builder

Middlesex Central Railroad (Boston & Lowell Railroad)

Billerica & Bedford Railroad

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
X Other
Name of repository:
Friends of Bedford Depot Park, Inc., Bedford. MA
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8. Satement of Significance

Bedford Depot Park Historic District illustrates the establishment and growth of railroad operations inthe town from
the 1870sonward. The introduction of both sandard-gauge and narrow-gauge railroad lines inthe 1870s, and the
expandgon of passenger and freight service on gandard-gauge lines in the late 1880s established the depot areass a
bustling industrial and freight center, the largest in Bedford's history. The district's two buildings, the passenger
depat and freight house, ae unique survivas of railroad-rdated activity in Bedford, where railroad operations were
scded back by 1931, reduced further inthe post-World War |l era, and diminated entirely in 1977. Recent
acquidtion of the district's buildings by the town of Bedford is part of alarger plan to establish a smdl public park in
the depot areq, which is dtuated a the terminus of one of the mog heavily patronized rail trails inthe United States.
Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association, the Bedford Depot
Pak Higtoric District megts Criteria A and C and Criteria Condderation B for moved properties of the National
Regider of Historic Places a the locd level.

Bedford is a suburban town dtuated inthe Concord River valley, aiout sixteen miles northwest of Boston. Thetown
was incorporated in 1729 from parts of Concord (1635) and Billerica (1655). Bedford was a location of early English
sttlement. Mill Stesand houses survive near the Concord River, which formsthe town's westem boundary, and the
headwaters of the Shawsheen River in the esstern part of town. During the Colonia period, Bedford hed a
productive agricultural economy, with dairying amajor peciaty. By virtue of its location on the principal routeto
Concord from the northeast, Bedford was closdy associated with the opening eventsof the American Revolution;
Fventy-seven men from Bedford fought & the Old North Bridge in Concord on April 19, 1775.

The town center began to take shgpe soon after incorporation, eventualy becoming awell-preserved. Federa-period
corewith its meeting house (1816-1817) and high-style reddences. Industrial and commercid activity in Bedford
began in eamest in the first quarter of the 19" century, with shoe manufacturing (1805) and the mining of ochre
(1812) for making yellow ochre mineral paint. The 1830shbrought rapid growth, fueled by the expandon of loca
industry, which then included the production of handmade shoes, the manufacture of coarse paper and blinds and
saehes tanning and currying, and the mining of "Bedford rubies.” Inthe northem part of town a Bedford Springs, a
resort hotel (demolished) operated by 1842, This commercid enterprise was significantly enlarged inthe late 1850s
with the addition of the deven-acre, manmade Fawvn Lake. Bedford congtructed a combined Town Hall and centra
schoal building at the Town Center in 1856.

The Lae Indudtrial period brought major transformations to Bedford's landscape, when the Bogon & Lowell
Railroad (chartered 1830) begen railroad serviceto Bedford inthe early 1870s. In 1870, the Boston & Lowell
acquired the Lexington & Arlington Railroad, alinethat hed opened in 1846 between the town center in Lexington
and the brick yards in Wes Cambridge (later known as Arlington), where passengerswould transfer to the nearby
Fitchburg Railroad's main lineto continue to Boston. Originally known as the Lexington & Wes Cambridge
Railroad, the railroad changed its namein 1867, when the town of Wes Cambridge changed its name to Arlington.
Soon after acquiring the Lexington-Arlington line, the Bodon & Lowell built new tracks from the Arlington station

(continued)
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connecting to its own Boston-bound main linea Somerville Junction in North Somerville. Under the ownership of
the Bogon & Lowell, the number of daily passanger trains on the Lexington-Arlington branch line increesed, and
Sunday service was added.

In 1872, the Bogon & Lowell created asubddiary corporation, known as the Middlesex Centrd Railroad, for the
purpose of extending its Lexington branch lineeght miles beyond the original terminus in Lexington, passing farther
wes through Bedford to Concord Center.  The groundbresking was held on August T' of that year. Six months later,
the town of Bedford purchased $20,000 of stock in the Middlesex Centra line. The railroad opened the extenson on
Augug 4, 1873. A temporary depot building dongdde the track (exact location unknown) a Bedford wes replaced
the following year with the Passenger Depot, SO 1 nnmis Sireet (1874, MHC #179, Photo 2, sse sketch map). In its
original location, the passanger depot occupied a Ste on the north Sde of the railroad right-of-way, west of South
Road. With the establishment of the Bedford depot in 1874, the town of Bedford widened and draightened South
Road, the principal roadway connecting the station with the town's ingtitutional core neer The Great Road. Shortly
thereafter, Loomis Street was opened as an eadterly gpproach to the station from The Grest Road, ending a South
Roed near the passenger depot. In 1879, the Middlesex Centra extended the Lexington branch line another two and
one-half miles farther west from Concord Center to Reformatory Station, acrossfrom the prison in Concord.

Congmction in 1877 of the Billerica & Bedford Railroad established Bedford as arailroad junction and spurred
condderable expanson of the depot arean The impetus for the line came from the residents of Billerica, the town
directly north of Bedford. Billerica had bean largely bypassad by railroad construction in the second and third
quartersof the 19" century: the Boston & Lowell Railroad passed through North Billerica, two miles from the town
center, and the Middlesex Central Railroad, the Boston & Lowell subsdiary, skirted Billerica to the south.

Thetown [Billerica] was an idand between two great arteries of commerce, and the citizens were
clamoring for an inexpendve railroad of their own to connect Billerica with its extremities and the
outsde world. Such aline, it was reasoned, would bejustified by the outbound traffic to Lowell,
Concord, Lexington and Boston, while no doubt a consderable inbound tourist traffic could be
generated for the summer hotel a Bedford Springs. ["Bom and Buried," reprinted in Bedford Depot
Park News, December 1996]

Locally, the linewould servethe shipping and receiving needs of farms and industry.

The Billerica & Bedford Railroad, the first two-foot, common-carrier, narrow gauge railroad in the nation, begen
operating August 31,1877. ["Research tells of first B& B run." Bedford Depot News, July 1997] The line extended
863 miles between the gations a North Billerica and Bedford Center, passing through the resort that operated on
Fawvn Lake & Bedford Springs from the early 1840sto 1913, George E. Mansfield of Hyde Park, Massachussits, a
narrow-gauge enthusiast who believed that two-foot-gauge railroads were the wave of the future, persuaded the
resdents of Billerica to adopt his "hitherto untried scheme” [Karr, 59] Mansfield eventualy was named the
railroad's generd manager. Dr. William Richardson Hayden, a chemist and pharmacis who acquired the hotel a
Bedford Springs in 1856, was an officer in the Billerica & Bogtion corporation. The Billerica & Bedford was
financed by private investors and attracted worldwide attention. ["Bedford's two-footer was the country's first;"
Karr, 59; Bedford inventory]

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Bedford Depot Park Historic Digtrict

Bedford (Middlesex Co.), Massachusetts
Section number Page

Narrow-gauge railroads were thought to be chegper to constmct, maintain, and operate than railroads of conventional
width. The narrow-gauge line would be chegper because the railsand tieswould be smdler, lessland weas required
for the right-of-way, and the amdler rolling stock was less expendve to build and required less cod to operate than
the conventiond rolling sock. ["Bedford's two-footer was the country's first;" Karr, 59-60] The Billerica&
Bedford line featured twin locomotives, Ariel and Puck, of the patented Fomey type, "distinguished by the extensgon
of the engine framein back of thefirebox to accommodate the normd tender requirements for fuel and water while
utilizing afour-whedl swiveling truck benesath for support.” ["Bom and Buried,” reprinted in Bedford Depot Park
News March 1997] Other rolling stock included two forty-foot passanger cars known as Fawn (acombination
beaggage coach seeting twenty people) and Sylvan (seeting thirty). One of the line's nine flat carswas oultfitted with a
boxcar body; others were converted to form gondolas for hauling coal, gravel, and other supplies. ['Bom and
Buried," reprinted in Bedford Depot Park News, May 1997]

The esst-wes dandard-gauge line of the Middlesex Central Railroad and the north-south narrow-gauge line of the
Billerica & Bedford Railroad merged a a point south of Loomis Strest and esst of South Road. In 1877, the
passanger depot (1874) was moved from itsorigina location on the west sde of South Road to the junction, where it
savad passengarsfrom both lines. The same yesar, the Billerica & Bedford Railroad constructed an engine house,
now known as the Freight House, 120 South Road (alk/a 84 Loomis Street, 1877, MHC #180, Photo 3, see sketch
map). Measuring about 22 feet by 36 feet, the building housad the railroad's diminutive twin locomotives on two
tracks indde, and incorporated a built-in 15,000-galon wooden water tank. The former engine houseisthe only
building surviving from the Billerica & Bedford Railroad. ["Freight house doser to restoration,” Bedford Depot
News July 1999

The Billerica & Bedford Railroad was conddered functionally sound, and daily revenue excesded operating
expenses However, under-capitaization during the building phese ultimately led to the bankruptcy of the
corporation, the closing of the railroad, and the sde, in June 1878, of therolling sock. Therolling stock was
ddivered to the Farmington, Maine areawhere it was used in the operation of the Sandy River Railroad. Some of the
track later was usd in the narrow-gauge line of the Edaville Railroad in (South) Carver, Massachusdtts.

The mid-1870s wes a period of economic crisisnationally. The Middlesex Centra line opened in Bedford just one
month before the prestigious Philadel phia banking firm of Jay Cooke & Company failed due to overspeculation on
railroad socks. The Panic of 1873, brought about "chiefly by unrestrained speculation inrailroad construction and
wildcat investment schemesin avariety of ventures,” involved aten-day closing of the New Y ork Stock Exchange
and led to the worst economic depresson the nation had experienced up to that time. More than 18,000 business
failures were recorded in 1876-1877 done, and many railroad corporations became insolvent during the period. The
depresson nationally began to lift in 1878. [Buck, p. 45; Johnson, p. 613] That George Mansfield sucosaded in
perauading the resdents of Billerica and private investorsto build the narrow-gauge line on the heds of the country's
word depression is significant.

After operations onthe Billerica & Bedford narrow-gauge line ceased, the Boston & Lowell Railroad acquired the
engine house and converted the building for use as afreight house on its dandard-gauge line. Reseerch suggests the
building, like the passangar depot, was first located on the oppodte (west) Sde of South Road adjacent to the tracks,
and movedto its present position sometime after its acquisition by the Boston & Lowell. Animportant fixturein the

(continued)
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community for many years, the freight house sarved as the holding areafor packeges and large ddliveries trangported
by rail. Incoming ddliveries such as grain and outgoing shipments of farm products were crucid to Bedford's
economy. New cars, boats, and prefabricated trussesfor local buildingswere among the items ddlivered to Bedford
for pick-up a the freight house.

On May 31, 1885, the Boston & Lowell Railroad opened passenger and freight service over anew sandard-gauge
line built in the right-of-way of the defunct narrow-gauge railroad. Henceforth, the Lexington Branch of the Boston
& Lowell ran from Boston to North Billerica viaBedford; & one timetrains were run between Boston and Lowell
usngthisroute. The Boston & Lowell trackege linking Bedford with Reformatory Station in Concord became
known &s the Reformatory Branch. In 1887, the Boston & Maine Railroad acquired both standard-gauge lines,
including Bedford's passenger depot and freight house, when the corporation absorbed the Boston & Lowell
Railroad.

Bedford's expanded rail connections spawned anumber of industries and other railroad-dependent busnessesin the
aeaof thedepot in the late 19" and early 20" centuries, particularly on Loomis Sirest and South Road neer the
depot. Mogt of the indugtrial buildings, however, were demolished by the mid-20™ century. Beginning in the 1830s,
the areahed agrain devator and a picklefactory, as well as a saries of wholesdle and retail dedlersof grain, hay,
coal, and lumber. Adjacent to the railroad junction was Bedford Lumber and Manufacturing Company, later known
& Middlesax Lumber & Supply. At the time of its establishment in 1891, Bedford Lumber wes the largest industry
ever founded in the town, employing fifty people. The company manufactured building materids such as doors and
window sagh, and was adeder of lumber, grain, hay, and coal. Alsoin the vicinity of the Bedford depot was a
canning factory, a manufecturer of pile wireknivesfor carpet looms and wrought iron noveties, atextile company
that dedt in wool wade, and a short-lived enterprise that manufactured razor blades. A livery service operated in the
depot areauntil the 1920s

Trains changing direction in Bedford ussed awye, located on the westem Sde of South Road outside the district. The
wye (not extant) was trackege inaY-shaped plan that ran south of the line. Trains heeded down one legof the Y ina
southerly direction, then backed up the oppodte leg inanortherly direction inorder to retum to the main track.

Bedford Depot acquired grester importance inthe regiona trangportation network with the May 1902 introduction of
the Concord & Boston Street Railway, a subsidiary of the Lexington & Boston Street Railway. At the town center,
the line left The Greast Road, one of Bedford'sprincipa transportation arteries, to swing by the depot via South Road
and Loomis Street before continuing essward on The Great Road. Later the same yesr, the street railway lineweas
extended up North Road to Billerica, ultimately connecting to Lowell.

During the late 1920sand early 1930s the Boston & Maine Railroad scded back its service through Bedford Depot.
On the Reformatory Branch between Bedford and Concord, passenger sarvice was discontinued on April 24, 1926,
though the section between Bedford and Concord Center remained open for freight traffic. A similar reduction in
sarvice occurred on the Lexington Branch linethrough the former narrow-gauge right-of-way, where, on December
31, 1931, the Boston & Maine ended passanger service between Bedford and North Billerica. The railroad kept this
8.63-mile section of track open for freight traffic.

(continued)
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The post-World War 1l years brought the construction of new limited-access highways that facilitated automobile
travel to Bedford and precipitated the end of thetown's railroad era  In the stat€'s congtruction of its
"circumferential highway" around Bogon (the present Stiate Route 128), the section from Lexington near Bedford's
eagtem town line southward to State Route 9 in Welledey was built from 1949 to 1951. The new Route 128 dlowed
auto-bome travelers to bypeass congesed town centers and fueled the poswar expansion of the Boston suburbs. In
the northeast comer of Bedford, U. S Route 3 was congtructed in 1953 inan effort to bypass the 1920spath of the
highway through town centers north of Bedford. [Bedford inventory]

By the 1950s reduced demand for train service from Bedford to Boston brought decreesesin the number of trains
running on the line, from three round tripsaday in 1950 to a Sngle run eech way, per day, eight years later. Seam
locomoatives were replaced in 1956 with sdlf-propelled Budd Rail Diesd Cars (RDCs), which did not nesd to be
turned around a Bedford, the end of the line. When first introduced on the ling, three-car RDC trains were used,
though the railroad cut back to two-car trains by the mid-1960s and single-car trains in the 1970s [Bedford Depot
News Decembear 1999] Bogton & Maineformally abandoned both lines west and north of Bedford in 1962. A year
later, the town of Bedford acquired those portions of the two right-of-waysthat are within town boundaries.

The Bogon & Maine Railroad operated itsfreighthouse a Bedford until 1953. Bedford's dation agent was recalled,
and lessthan-carload freight was transferred to Lexington. The freight house wes then sold to aprivate party. In the
years dnce the end of the period of significance, the freight house hes been usad as agrain store, aloca mesting
place for the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and a bakery and sandwich shop. The town of Bedford acquired the building
in 1999. [Bedford Depot News, June 1996; "About the Freight Housg" |eaflet]

Asfor Bedford's passenger depot, the 1962 Sanbom fire insurance mep indicates the building no longer sarved asa
railroad station & that time and instead was usd as a"motor freight station.” [1962 Sanbom] At that time, the
Bogon & Mainewas running just two trains (one inbound to Boston and one outbound) per day to Bedford. The
building was converted to officesfor commercid tenants, a use that remains today. The town of Bedford acquired
the depot, with the freight house (see above), in 1999.

While the passenger depot was no longer ussd by the railroad, passanger train sarvice to Bedford did continue until
1977. On Decamber 26, 1976, the Massachusetts Bay Trangportation Authority (MBTA) acquired the commuter rail
asxts (both the rail corridors and the rolling stock) of the Boston & Maine Railroad, and avarded the Boston &
Maine a contract to operate commuter rail service onthe MBTA's behaf The Boston & Maine retained the trackege
rightsto run freight over itsformer lines. Fifteen daysafter the purchase, a snowsorm on January 10, 1977 blocked
the Lexington branch, and the unplowed condition of the branch linemade it difficult for the outbound train from
Bogon to Bedford to reech itsdegtination. After severd daysof no service, the MBTA announced that passanger
savice onthe Lexington branch would be discontinued due to the relatively high cost of operation and low
paronage. The lagt freight train ran on the branch line on January 31, 1981.

In 1991, the Lexington branch right-of-way weas "rail-banked" to permit construction of the Minuteman Bikeway
through the towns of Arlington, Lexington, and Bedford. The bikeway is conddered an interim use of the railroad
corridor, which is being retained by the Commonwedth of Massachusattsfor possble mess trangportation nesds in
the future. The land adong the bikeway's 105 miles is lessed to the threetowns. The rail-trail converson wasfueled

(continued)
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by the Clear Air Act of 1977 and funded by the Commonwedth & acost of & million. In 1992, the Ralls-to-Trails
Conszvancy named the Minuteman Bikeway "Americas 500" Rail-Trail." The bikeway has proven to be one of the
mod heavily patronized rail-trails of nearly eight hundred in the United States ["The Minuteman Bikeway"
brochure; Bedford Depot News, December 1995, June 1996] The former narrow gauge right-of-way is now known as
the Narrow-Gauge Rail-Trail, which begins a Loomis Street north of the historic district.

Preservation Planning

A non-profit membership organization, the Friends of Bedford Depot Perk, Inc., works closely with the town of
Bedford on the preservation effort a the local level. Formed in January 1995, the Friends organization is dedicated
to presarving and honoring Bedford's railroad history, establishing the smdl park in the historic depot areg, and
promoting the Bedford community and the Depot Park project (sse below). The Friends group publishes a monthly
newdetter, and its volunteers staff the museum, gift shop, and food concession that currently operate in the historic
freight house. Fund-raisng merchandise and refreshments are sold to visitorson the adjacent Minuteman Bikeway.
Procesds from the sale of beverages and food items are depodted into arevolving fund, esdablished in March 2001 by
Town Meeting, to be used for the future park and related historic preservation efforts.

In May 1996, the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, the regiona planning agency for the Boson areg, sdected the
town of Bedford's proposed Minuteman Bikeway/ Depot Park Transportation Enhancement Project for
reimbursement funding under the federal and gate govemments Trangportation Enhencament Program.  In addition
to town acquisition of the passanger depot and freight house, which was accomplished in 1999, the project calls for
landscape beautification, improved sgnage and public amenities for pedestrians and cyclists auch as restrooms and
water fountains, period-style benches and lighting, and increased public parking areafor cyclistsand commuter bus
parons  Exteriors of both the freight house and the passenger depot are to be restored.

At the freight house, the ground floor will house a public display areafor photographs and artifacts pertaining to
locd railroad history. A recongtituted platform on the south elevation, adjacent to the Minuteman Bikeway, will
provide acocess to aretired Boston & Maine Railroad pessenger car, RDC #6211 (1955, MHC #903, Budd Company,
manufacturer). Thissdf-propeledrail diesdl car, which was acquired from the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority (MBTA), istypical of the RDCsthat operated over the railroad lineto Bedford for more than twenty years
beginning in 1956. The Boston & Maine Railroad hed the largest fleet of RDCsin the world. Soon after the MBTA
acquired the Boston & Maine's commuter rail asstsin 1976, the agency began converting the RDCs into unpowered
trailers and control cars. Not only was RDC #6211 never converted, but the car was neither sold nor scrgpped as
otherswere in the late 1980s and eventually became the last Budd RDC in the MBTA's possession. [Bedford Depot
News, July 1995] RDC #6211 will be moved from atemporary storage location (across South Road from the Depot
Pak Historic District) to its new location adjacent to the freight house, and restored. [Bedford Depot News, July
1999] The Budd Car issignificant to Bedford's railroad history and will enhancethe historic vaue of the Bedford
Depot Park Higtoric Digtrict inthe future. However, the car is not proposed for inclusionin the historic district a
thistime, because of its current location outsde district boundaries, and its construction date, which postdatesthe
district's period of significance.

Cogt over-mns have causad the Depot Park project to be divided into phesesfor implementation. 1n September 2001,
the Massachusatts Highway Department advertised the site work for bid. Thiswork will cover the badic construction

(continued)
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of the park: landscaping, lighting, benches rail car siding, and parking lots. Currently, building and rail car
restorations and the beauitification of landscgping on the eest Sde of the building are dated for implementation during
afuture project, as the town of Bedford anticipates submitting another funding request under the Transportation
Enhencement Program. In a separate but rlated project, the town hes funded the preparation of the National Regigter
nomination for the Bedford Depot Park Historic District. National Regigter listing would promote the educationa
vaue of thedistrict and enhancethe municipal park project currently underway.

Archaeological Significance

While higtoric archaeological resources may exist in the Bedford Depot Historic District, they probably have limited
ressarch vaue indicating they might contribute minimally to the significanceof the district. Construction fegtures
assodaed with moving the freight house and depot to the district and evidence of utilities may exist, however, they
should be documented on constmction plans for the facilities and other written documents.  Stratigraphic evidence
may a0 exist that describesthe fill sequence and surface preparation of the Boston and Maine Railroad right-of-way
and later Minuteman Bikeway. These activitiesshould dso be replicated in other areas of those dructures and may
a0 be documented indesign and as built congruction plans and other historic records.  Stratigraphic evidence of the
Bogon and Maine Railroad right-of-way surface and the Minuteman Bikeway may dso have limited research vaue.

(end)
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. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report: Bedford. March 1980.
"The Minuteman Bikeway. A guide of Americas S30" Rail-Trail. Arlington, Lexington, and Bedford,
Massachusetts” Friends of the Minuteman Bikeway, 1999.
(end)
10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated district is shown on the accompanying detail of the Town of Bedford assessor's map.
The district encompasses about one-half acre & the southeest comer of South Roed and Loomis Street, immediately
adjacent to the Minuteman Bikeway.

Boundary Jugtification

The boundary includes the two parcels assodiated with the passenger depot and the freight house.

(end)
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Page
Bedford Depot Park Historic District
Bedford, Massachustts
Historic Name Address Date

Middlesex Centrd RxR 8 LoomisS 1874
(Boston & Lowell RxR)

Bedford Passanger Depot

Billerica & Bedford RxR 120 South Rd 1877
Engine House (later (ak/a

Bogon & Lowell RxR 84 Loomis )
Freight House)

Number of Resources Within District

Contributing Noncontributing
Buildings 2 0
Stes 0 0
Structures 0 0
Objects 0 0
Total 2 0

Syle Resource
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Victorian B

eclectic

Victorian B

eclectic
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Photographs

Historic Name: Bedford Depot Park Historic District

Location: Loomis Stret and South Road, Bedford, Massachusetits

Photographer: K. K. Broomer

Dae July 2001

Location of Negatives. Bedford Historic Preservation Commission

Photograph # View

1 View E showing Freight House (center). Passanger Depot (center |eft, rear), Minuteman

Bikeway (right), and adjacent contemporary construction (left, not in boundaries of historic
district).

Passenger Depot, Middlesex Central Railroad (Boston & Lowell Railroad), 80 Loomis
Street. View SE toward Minuteman Bikeway. The northernmost of the depot'stwo train
order dgnds isvisible on the roof in thisview.

Bogon & Lowell Railroad Freight House (formerly Billerica & Bedford Railroad Engine
House), 120 South Road (alk/a 84 Loomis Street). View SE toward Minuteman Bikeway.
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William Frands Galvin, Sexeay of the Commonwedth
Massachusatts Historica Commisson

Jy 2, 2003

Ms Card Shull

Nationd Regde of Higoric Haoes
Deoartmant of the Interior

Nationd Pak Service

1201 Eye Sregt, NW, 8" floor
Woeaghington, DC 20006

Dexr Ms Shull:
Endosad pleese find the following nomingtion form:
Bedford Depat Pak HD, 80 Loomis Srest ad 120 South Roed, Bedford (Middlesax), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes baean Sgned by the
Sate Hidoric Presarvation Officer. The owvnass of the property in this Certified Locd
Govanmat community were notified of pending Sate Review Board consderation 60 to 90
days before the medting and were afforded the opportunity to commeant.

Snoady,

Betsy Fiedbag \
Nationd Regde Director
Massachusdts Higtorical Commisson
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Richard T. Reed, Town Administrator
Gordon Feltman, Board of Sdectmen
Kathleen Kelly Broomer, Preservation Consultant
Richard Joly, Planning Director
Neil Leary, James Sheg Friends of Bedford Depot Park

220 Morriszy Boulevard, Boston, Massachusdtts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax (617) 727-5128
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