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Tomn Wakefield
Address 38-48 Richardson Avenue
Historic Name
NA
Use: Present dwel 1lng
« Original Mij*gULing.
DESC3LPTION
Date c. 191P

Source visual analvFiiK, datpd photos

Architect MA.
Exterior Vfdl Fabric r*hr-* c™Mt*ri -h-ir*g oc
Outbuildings

None A \
Major Alterations (with dates) porch
glassed in 1944

CXmdition r

Momad NA Date NA

Acreage -' .Under-one-"acre

Setting faces north on long corner |ot

Recorded by Architectural Preservation
Assocj.""6S

Organization wakefi Pid Histor-ic”i
Commission

Date V\~rr.h TQRq



NATI ONAL REQ STER G311 TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

An interesting combination of Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival

and Rational Revival styles, this is probably Wakefield's earliest
example of a rowstyle multifam |y apartment block. | t retains
integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship,
feeling andassociation, andneets criterion Cof the NRHP at

the local level.

ARHTECTOL. S AN HCANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluatei nterns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

This i sprobably Wakefield' s earliest exanple of a rowstyle,

mul tifam |y apartment block. | tis anlnt_erest|n? stylistic m xture
with Colonial Revival porches, Tudor Revival gables with strapwork,
and Rational Revival hipped roof with exposed prullns. Banks of S
wi ndows on t hesecond floor with multiple panes were nmade fanous
decades earlier by H H Richardson onhis Shingle Style Stoughtpn '
House i nCanbridge. The building i s2h stories in height and

nmanages by i t seclectic approach toindividualize thesix units.

HSTGRCAL SGNHCANE Explainthe role owners played i nlocal or state history 2id howt he
building relates to the devel opnent of the coraHunity.

Ri chardson Avenue.was |aid out i n plans between 1890 and 899 when™
Solon O. Richardson broke up tTee famly land anddeveloped i ti n the
town center. Hi sproperty ranfromMain Street t oNorth Avenue éthen
called Railroad Avenue). It i sprobably the gift of land granted his e
grandfather Dr. Nathan Richardson, by thetown I ntheearly decadesof
the century t o entice hi mt ocone practice I n thetown. Dr. Nathan
and his sonDr. Solon O. Richardson manufactured Sherry Wne Bitters,
a business which was continued by Solon 0. Richardson t he second

until 1891when i t was sold. He then noved t hefam |y honestead back
from Main Street, opened up Richardson Avenue andbuilt 1 nl190 the
Ri chardson Block ontheformer site of the homestead. This apartnment
row seens t o have been built at approximately t hesane time.

Ri chardson Avenue has the greatest concentration of apartment rows i n
the town center.

Bl BLI G3RAPeY and/ or REHHAENES

Eat on, Chester. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary, Reading, |896.
M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds. Plan Book 13 page 46; Plan Book 68
page 32; Plan book 75 page 46; Plan Book 65 page 40.
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