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Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

10^ 

Sketch Map: Kraw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north ,. - J 

AREA PCRM NO. 

218 

Town Wakefie ld 

Address 38-48 Richardson Avenue 

Historic Name 

NA 

Use: Present dwel 11ng 

• Original .^iij^ejULing. 

DESC31IPTI0N 

Date c. 191P 

Source v i s u a l a n a l v F i i K , d a t p d p h o t o s 

Architect MA. 

Exterior Vfell Fabric r^hr-^ ĉ t̂̂ ri -.h-ir^gi oc: 

Outbuildings 

- None ^ \ 

Major Alterations (with dates) porch 
glassed i n 1944 

CXmdition r 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage - ' .Under-one-^acre 

Setting faces n o r t h on long corner l o t 

OTM REFEK£MCE 19/329510/4707310 

OSGS QOADRANGLE Reading, Mass, 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded b y A r c h i t e c t u r a l P rese rva t ion 
A s s o c j . ^ ^ 6 S 

Organization wakefi Pid H i s t o r - i c ^ i 
Commission . 

Date V\^rr .h TQRq 



NATIONAL REGISTER C31ITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

An i n t e r e s t i n g combination of Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival 
and Rational Revival st y l e s , t h i s i s probably Wakefield's e a r l i e s t 
example of a row style multifamily apartment block. I t retains 
i n t e g r i t y of location, s e t t i n g , design, materials, workmanship, 
fe e l i n g and association, and meets c r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP at 
the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTORAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

This i s probably Wakefield's e a r l i e s t example of a row s t y l e , 
m u l t i f a m i l y apartment block. I t i s an in t e r e s t i n g s t y l i s t i c mixture 
with Colonial Revival porches, Tudor Revival gables with strapwork, 

I and Rational Revival hipped roof with exposed p r u l l n s . Banks of '.T. 
i windows on the second f l o o r with multiple panes were made famous 
] decades e a r l i e r by H. H. Richardson on his Shingle Style Stoughtpn ' 
j House i n Cambridge. The building i s 2h stories i n height and 
i manages by i t s eclectic approach to in d i v i d u a l i z e the six u n i t s . 

HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history 2uid how the 
building relates to the development of the coraHunity. 

Richardson Avenue.was l a i d out i n plans between I89O and I899 when " 
Solon 0. Richardson broke up tTae family land and developed i t i n the 
town center. His property ran from Main Street to North Avenue (then 
called Railroad Avenue). I t i s probably the g i f t of land granted his • 
grandfather Dr. Nathan Richardson, by the town In the early decades of 
the century to entice him to come practice In the town. Dr. Nathan 
and his son Dr. Solon 0. Richardson manufactured Sherry Wine B i t t e r s , 
a business which was continued by Solon 0. Richardson the second 
u n t i l 1891 when i t was sold. He then moved the family homestead back 
from Main Street, opened up Richardson Avenue and b u i l t i n I9OI the 
Richardson Block on the former s i t e of the homestead. This apartment 
row seems to have been b u i l t at approximately the same time. 
Richardson Avenue has the greatest concentration of apartment rows i n 
the town center. 

BIBLIOGRAPeY and/or REFERENCES 
Eaton, Chester. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary, Reading, I896. 
Middlesex County Registry of Deeds. Plan Book 13 page 46; Plan Book 68 
page 32; Plan book 75 page 46; Plan Book 65 page 40. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Building at 38—48 Richardson Avenue 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA " i 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000709 

NOMINATOR: STATE -

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

Z^CCEPT RETURN REJECT " / / G DATE ^^^^ntl^BeliftttfB 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


