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C] Moved j?C] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL, APPEARANCE

The upper reaches of Waikane Valley contains an area where numerous old 
Hawaiian taro .terraces are found. These terraces are flat bottomed areas 
near the stream beds, each with a low stone retaining wall about .5 meter 
high on the downstream side. The average size of the taro flats is about 
6 by 12 meters.

The general area is a valley bottom covered with lush tropical vegetation 
which precludes photographs. The vegetation consists of guava, mango, 
honohono grass, wild taro, and hau.

Associated with tljie wet taro beds, (lo* i) are several enclosures, habita­ 
tion areas, and one large pit. Scattered throughout tSe are^a are a : v ; f 
few rock alignments of -unknown function. In one area, remains of the old 
auwai, or irrigation ditch, could be'seen, which fed water from the nearby 
stream into the lo'i in succession.

Especially interesting is the presence of taro lo'i with numerous low 
earthen mounds within. These mounds were known in the literature, but 
this is the only place where physical remains of them have been found. 
The mounds were used in a specialized technique of taro raising.-/Other 
crops, such as sweet potatoes, may have been grown in rock circles on 
the hillsides above the taro lo'i.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These taro flats at Waikane are of significance for they are excellently 
preserved examples of old Hawaiian wet -taro lo'i.. They conjbaln thlTlTnl^ 
known examples of taro lo'i with interior mounds, used in a specialized 
Taro^ grQwing teChtiique. Associated habitation areas, and some indication 
of agriculture on the talus valley slopes, lend additional importance to 
this complex, particularly in the breadth of possible interpretation.

Since taro was one: of the basic plant crops of the ancient Hawaiians,, no 
thorough understanding of Hawaiian culture is possible without knowing 
something of taro raising. The Hawaiians developed dozens varieties of 
taro, and numerous techniques for its raising, including irrigated fields 
like these, as well as dry land areas such as are found on Hawaii Island.

The scenic beauty of Waikane in the site area is outstanding and it would 
be a beautiful park. The only drawback would be the presence of mosquitoe 
and its distance from the major highway.

Of all the known taro lo'i on Oahu, this is the second most important, 
exceeded only by the great taro lo'i at Kahaluu, some miles to the south. 
This complex certainly is worthy of preserving this important aspect of 
ancient Hawaiian agricultural proficiency.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 21 ° 30 ' 31 " 157° 52' 42 " 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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