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The home is a two-story three-bay residence with a root cellar and attic.
The first floor is of brick construction while the second story and attic are
wood frame. Architecturally the house appears to be based on the formal Queen
Anne style initiated by Norman Shaw in England in the 1870's. The porch railing
is reminiscent of Chinese Chippendale furniture design, and is a railing style
which appears in mid-19th century building design books. This railing is found
in buildings dated from the 1860's in the California Mother Lode . Incorporated
into the porch at the one end is an enclosed brick foyer framed in wood and
capped by a pediment. The front gabled end is half-timbered with a small
multipaned window, while the other gable ends and second story contain the
original shingles of a novelty pattern including fish scale and irregular

overlapped straight shingles. The roof contains intersecting gable sections.

Originally the house contained a "T" shaped plan with a full three-bay front
porch and a small shed porch on the rear. Early additions, made in the late
1800's, altered the houses shape to a modified rectangular plan. However, early
modifications were completely integrated into the rear of fhe home without

disturbing the design integrity.

The architectural features of the interior depict a simple design. The entry’
consists of a staircase which contains the same Chinese Chippendale design as
the porch. Two of the parlors have fireplaces with Edwardian or Federal mantels.
The ceilings are about 10 feet high, which is typical for this period, and about

8 feet above the floor there is a picture molding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hyde House stands in an older residential heighborhood at the center of a

cluster of buildings designated for public restoration project.

The home was

built by E. 0. Miller in 1886 and purchased soon thereafter by the Richard E.

Hyde family.

Architecturally the building's design is based on the formal

Queen Anne style initiated by the English architect, Norman Shaw, in the

1870's. The style relies heavily on mixed uses of materials and textures, and

contains the Tudor and Medieval details associated with the style.

The building is unique in Visalia and at the same time it is the major focus within
an older residential neighborhood in the city, reflects the early character of the

community, and is architecturally of key significance.

E. 0. Miller, the builder of the house, was one of the most important builders in
the county. He engaged in real estate, insurance and the abstract business. He
was elected to several local and state offices and it was said by early historians

that Miller was "in every way worthy of the honors conferred upon him by his fellow

citizens".
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Tulare County Assessors map. Dimensions are 50' by 124'.
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Richard E. Hyde was one of the ablest financers in the state. After establish-
ing a successful business in Santa Cruz, he moved to Visalia in 1860 because of
the possibilities of developing a trade center in Visalia - at that early date

the town was the only source of supply between Stockton and los Angeles and

gold had brought hundreds of residents into Tulare County.

The Hyde House is not the last remaining house which Miller built and Hyde
financed. However, it singularly represents the immagination and creativity

of the times and of these two men.
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