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3. General date or period 18 30s - 1850s 
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7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

Winter Street was laid out by the Lechmere Point Corporation 
in 1811 as part of its plan for developing East Cambridge. Located 
between two major thoroughfares. Bridge and Cambridge Streets, Winter 
Street became a desirable location for workers' housing after industries 
began to settle along Bridge Street to take advantage of the transpor­
tation afforded by Craigie's Bridge and the Millers River. During 
the 1830s and 40s, a variety of workers' cottages were built on .: . ^ 
Winter Street t o house employees of the area's t h r i v i n g i n d u s t r i e s , ** 
p a r t i c u l a r i l y Bay State Glass Company and New England Glass Company. 
Of the 41 persons l i s t e d on Winter Street i n the 1849 Cambridge v^' 
D i r e c t o r y , more than a t h i r d were employed i n the glass f a c t o r i e s ; 
the r e s t were carpenters, bakers, and machinists. Residents ranged 
from day laborers and glass workers t o the superintendent o f the 
New England Glass Company. 

Winter S t r e e t provides an e x c e l l e n t example o f a neighborhood 
of Late Georgian workers' cottages, the most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c form o f 
modest s i n g l e f a m i l y housing i n East Cambridge i n the f i r s t h a l f o f 
the 19th century. Of the 16 houses included i n the d i s t r i c t , 14 were 
b u i l t before 1854. The standard house type i s a narrow center h a l l 
frame cottage w i t h simple Late Georgian cornice. Set close together 

'•with steep gable ends f a c i n g the s t r e e t , these cottages opened onto 
narrow side yards and created a d i s t i n c t i v e 19th century streetscape. 
Winter Street r e t a i n s both t h i s streetscape and a f u l l range of workers' 
cottages from the smallest one-and-a-half s t o r y examples t o a v a r i e t y 
o f double houses. I t i s the best s u r v i v i n g grouping o f t h i s charac­
t e r i s t i c house type i n East Cambridge. 

SIGNIFICANT BUILDINGS-

Thomas Leighton House (1833-34), 22 Winter S t r e e t : 

This two-and-a-half s t o r y Late Georgian workers' cottage i s an 
important example of the e a r l y 19th century housing b u i l t i n East 
Cambridge f o r s k i l l e d glass workers. Somewhat l a r g e r than most, the 
narrow house s i t s d i r e c t l y on the sidewalk w i t h i t s steep gable end 
f a c i n g the s t r e e t and a center entrance f a c i n g a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 
narrow side yard. The house was b u i l t f o r Thomas H. Leighton, a 
master English glass worker who was brought t o East Cambridge i n 1826 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 
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Thomas Leighton House - cont'd: 

t o be superintendent o f the New England Glass Company. Leighton was 
one of many s k i l l e d a r t i s a n s r e c r u i t e d by New England Glass i n England 
and Scotland, and much o f the company's e a r l y success i s a t t r i b u t a b l e 
to h i s expert management. The Leighton f a m i l y remained deeply involved 
i n East Cambridge and the New England Glass company throughout most 
of the 19th century. A f t e r Thomas' death i n 1849, h i s son John succeeded 
him as superintendent o f the company, w h i l e f o u r other sons and several 
grandsons also became expert glassblowers and engravers w i t h New 
England Glass. The house remained i n the Leighton f a m i l y u n t i l 1890. 

74 Winter S t r e e t (1838): 

This two-and-a-half s t o r y workers'cottage i s the best preserved 
example o f the house type occupied by s k i l l e d a r t i s a n s a t the New 
England Glass Company i n the f i r s t h a l f o f the 19th century. CharacterisT. 
t i c Late Georgian eaves and cornice of the house c o n t r a c t w i t h the bracketed 
entrance hood added i n the 18 70s. The house was one o f f o u r on Winter ' 
Str e e t b u i l t f o r Atherton Haugh Stevens, an East Cambridge grocer who 
served as town selectman from 182 8-31. Stevens was a d i r e c t descendant 
of Atherton Haugh who moved i n t o East Cambridge i n 16 35 and amassed an 
esta t e o f ne a r l y 30 0 acres covering most o f the upland o f East Cambridge. 
The house was recorded by HABS i n 19 64. 

77-79 Winter S t r e e t (1838): 

This t y p i c a l two-and-a-half s t o r y center entrance workers' cottage 
was b u i l t f o r Atherton Stevens i n 18 3 8 and sold the next year t o another 
prominent East Cambridge grocer, H o r a t i o Hovey. 

67, 71 Winter S t r e e t (1843-44): 

The smallest o f f o u r houses on Winter S t r e e t b u i l t f o r Atherton 
Stevens, these modest Late Georgian one-and-a-half s t o r y frame cottages 
were f i r s t r e n t e d and then s o l d t o a series of East Cambridge a r t i s a n s . 

24 Winter S t r e e t (pre-1854): 

B u i l t before 18 54, t h i s two-and-a-half s t o r y workers' cottage was 
moved to i t s present l o c a t i o n a t the r e a r of the l o t by 1873. Like 
2 2 Winter S t r e e t , t h i s house f o l l o w s the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c East Cambridge 
form w i t h a symmetrical center entrance, f i v e bay facade f a c i n g the 
side yard and t a l l chimneys along the r e a r slope o f the r o o f . 

21,25,27,29 Winter S t r e e t (pre-1854): 

This row o f f o u r one-and-a-half s t o r y frame workers' cottages w i t h 
f i v e bay facades and steep gable r o o f s provides an e x c e l l e n t example 
of the simplest and most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c form o f s i n g l e f a m i l y housing 
b u i l t i n East Cambridge duri n g the f i r s t h a l f of the 19th century. 

btraple to inventory form at bottom 
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28-30 Winter S t r e e t fpre-1854): 

B u i l t before 1854, t h i s wide one-and-a-half s t o r y frame house i s 
a c t u a l l y composed of two standard two-room center h a l l plan workers' 
cottages set back t o back w i t h p a r t y w a l l chimneys along the ri d g e 
of the wide gable. 

31-33 Winter S t r e e t (pre-1854); 

An unusual double house b u i l t before 1854, 31-33 Winter S t r e e t has 
paired entrances f a c i n g the s t r e e t r a t h e r than a side yard. This v a r i ­
a t i o n i n s i t i n g was fo l l o w e d i n other corner houses i n the Winter Street 
area. I n the 1870s elaborate bracketed hoods were added over the 
deeply recessed entrances, and 3 3 Winter S t r e e t was enlarged t o three 
s t o r i e s . -

61 Winter S t r e e t (pre-1854); 

Although i t f o l l o w s the basic East Cambridge workers' cottage plan 
w i t h two rooms and a center entrance, 61 Winter S t r e e t appears consider­
ably l a r g e r than i t s neighbors because i t s corner l o c a t i o n allows the 
main facade o f the house t o face the s t r e e t . The heavier cornice and 
broad entrance f u r t h e r emphasi£,e the l a r g e r scale of the house. 

65 Winter S t r e e t <pre-1854): 

This one-and-a-half s t o r y workers' cottage has a handsome entrance 
hood w i t h s p i n d l e f r i e z e and brackets added c i r c a 1880. 

19 Winter S t r e e t (c. 1850s): 

A one-and-a-half s t o r y workers' cottage b u i l t i n the l a t e 1850s, 
19 Winter S t r e e t shows the persistence o f t h i s s i n g l e f a m i l y house 
form i n East Cambridge. 

34-42 Winter S t r e e t ( c . 1870s): 

This t h r e e - s t o r y bracketed tenement block b u i l t i n the 1870s 
r e f l e c t s the need f o r increased workers housing i n t h i s neighborhood i n 
the second h a l f of the 19th century. 

The Winter S t r e e t N a t i o n a l Register D i s t r i c t includes p o r t i o n s of 
Winter S t r e e t between T h i r d and F i f t h Streets (see Cambridge Community 
Development P. D. Quad Map l A ) . I t s boundaries were determined by 
the d e n s i t y o f workers' cottages extant. 

-END-
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