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15:29 south facade 

15:32 l e f t - h a n d ( w e s t ) room 

16:1 d e t a i l , molded p o s t , n o r t h w e s t 
c o r n e r , l e f t - h a n d room 

16:2 d e t a i l , summer beam/end g i r t 
j u n c t i o n , l e f t - h a n d chamber 

16:3 d e t a i l , r e a r g i r t , chimney g i r t 
and p o s t , l e f t - h a n d chamber 

16:6 r e a r a d d i t i o n , l i v i n g room 
designed by Joseph E v e r e t t 
Chandler 
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Town W e n h a m 00^ 
Address 9 M a p l e S t r e e t 

Historic Name " O l d Fa r r r ' 

Use: Present _ 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

R e s i d e n c e 

Date 

N o r t h S h o r e B r e e z e and  
Source R e m i n d e r . A u g u s t 2 . 1979 

f i r s t P e r i o d c o r e / S e c o n d P e r i o d 
S t y l e e x t e r i o r 

Architect Unkn own 

Exterior Wall Fabric Shingles 

O u t b u i l d i n g s ^^^2^3 t h c e n t u r v b a r n ' moved 

f rom road edge o f p roper ty - e a r l y 20th c. 
garage / c a r r i a g e nouse ~ 

Mljor Alterations (with dates) caiEbrei 
r o o f a d d e d , 1 8 9 0 - 1 9 0 0 . R e s t o r a t i o n 
and e n l a r g e m e n t bv J . E . C h a n d l e r . 
1 9 1 1 ; s i d e p o r c h r e m o v e d , e n t r a n c e 
p - p f ^ h a d d e d , 1 9 3 0 s . , 

C o n d i t i o n Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreace p a r t o f 120 acre parcel 

S e t t i n g An i s o l a t e d s i t p . r'own a lo-ncr  

l a n e , a m i d meadoxv's and w o o d l a n r s 

Recorded by Anne G r a d v 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t v 

Date J _ u T ] e l 9 8 6 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Old Farm retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, 
workmanship and s e t t i n g i n i t s F i r s t Period frame which embodies 
d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics of form and construction e l i g i b l e under 
C r i t e r i o n C. The frame i s a representative example of F i r s t Period 
framing practices i n Essex County i n the closing years of the 17th 
century, except i n one respect. Molded post heads are generally 
associated with transverse summer beams. Their use at Old Farm 
combined with a lon g i t u d i n a l summer beam i s an unusual variant i n 
framing treatment. The molded post heads probably derive from Salem 
practices. Wenham was a part of Salem o r i g i n a l l y , and the transverse 
Slimmer beam with molded post heads i s cha r a c t e r i s t i c of Salem houses 
of the F i r s t Period. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

Old Farm i s 5 bays wide, 2 1/2 stori e s high and two rooms deep i n i t s 
main body. The left-hand f r o n t rooms and chimney bay comprise the 
o r i g i n a l single c e l l house. The right-hand rooms and a lean-to were 
added i n the 18th century. Between 1890 and 1900, the house was 
raised to a f u l l two st o r i e s and a new gambrel roof b u i l t . In 1911, 
the house was restored under the d i r e c t i o n of Joseph Everett 
Chandler. A service wing was added to the l e f t (west) side at that 
time. I n 1930, an entrance h a l l was constructed on the north side, 
a f t e r designs by J. Hamden Robb of Gordon Allen Associates, 
architects of Boston. The h a l l was embellished with a Chippendale-
st y l e roof balustrade. Bull's-eye glass was used i n the side l i g h t s 
of the entrance doorway. The south facade retains i t s Second Period 
vernacular character with symmetrical fenestration, sash windows with 
simple frames, an enclosed, one story entrance porch. A massive 
central chimney pierces the south side of the gambrel roof at the 
junction of the lower and upper slopes. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period features i n the form of exposed decorated framing are 
v i s i b l e i n the left-hand room and chamber. A l l framing members are 
exposed except the lo n g i t u d i n a l summer beam. There are inch-wide 
f l a t chamfers on beams and posts. Post heads are, i n addition, 
molded with a broad quarter round. The chimney g i r t , which may have 

Staple t o Inventory form at bottom 
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In the left-hand chsunber, there are well-crafted one-inch-plus f l a t 
chamfers and taper stops on the summer t i e beam, posts, plates and 
end t i e beam. The plates have the added refinement of taper stops on 
either side of the summer t i e beam. 

In the upstairs and downstairs left-hand rooms, the fireplace wall 
f i n i s h dates from the re s t o r a t i o n . I n each case the chimney post i s 
chamfered on both sides, i n d i c a t i n g that o r i g i n a l l y , both sides of 
the chimney post were exposed. The o r i g i n a l f ireplace wall t r i m 
whatever i t might have been was recessed behind the post. 

No framing i s v i s i b l e i n the finished a t t i c . I n the c e l l a r , there i s 
a large compartment b u i l t i n t o the fieldstone foundation below the 
enclosed porch, perhaps for cold storage. The chimney foundation, an 
arch 9 feet wide by 7 feet deep, probably dates from the post-First 
Period construction of the right-hand rooms or lean-to. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

Chandler added new shadow-molded sheathing on the fi r e p l a c e walls i n 
the left-hand room and chamber and i n the lobby, suitable to his 
conception of the o r i g i n a l f i n i s h i n those areas. An early two panel 
door was retained next to the f i r e p l a c e i n the left-hand chamber. 

In the rear l i v i n g room (20 feet by 40 feet) Chandler combined F i r s t 
and Second Period features. There are exposed beams and posts. 
Posts are finished with molded heads l i k e those i n the left-hand 
room. The stops on Chandler's framing members, graceful lamb's 
tongfues with pips, are, however, more elaborate than the prototypes 
i n the f r o n t of the house. A l l the exposed framing i n t h i s room 
shows more pronounced adze marks than the o r i g i n a l framing. Chandler 
gave the ample fi r e p l a c e i n the rear l i v i n g room a bold bolection 
molding. I t i s uncertain whether the fi r e p l a c e was reconstructed by 
Chandler or survived from e a r l i e r days. The rest of the f i n i s h of 
the l i v i n g room i s elaborate early Second Period s t y l e super-raised 
paneling with bolection moldings. There are corner cupboards with 
arched, glazed doors. 

A garden designed by landscape gardner, Ellen Shipman, remains i n 
more or less i t s o r i g i n a l configuration south of the house. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Old Farm i s an example of a F i r s t Period v, 
e a r l y 20th century r e s t o r a t i o n mL! ^ associated w i t h the 
1911 by Mr. and M L . A l ^ n l o r S a n i ^ l T S f ' - 3 0 ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
the house i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f i l A a e l n ^^^^^ home, 
s t r u c t u r e s which have been pJeservJJ^ °^ ̂ ^^^"^ 
circumstances. o l d Farm was ^ h r s ^ b i ^ c t of """"'"̂  ̂ "̂ ""̂  ̂ "^^^ ^^-^^ar 
B e a u t i f u l i n 1921. [ i ] The r e s t A ^ V / -^ ' ' a r t i c l e i n House 
Of Joseph Everett ciandle? Cha/dTer A'r . ^^^^^^^^^^ve o f - ^ i ^ o r k 
a r c h i t e c t i n the e a r l y 20th cen?nr^ a prominent r e s t o r a t i o n 
Old State House and the ^aul Rev^^rHoSJ^''^"""^ b u i l d i n g s as the 
hooper-Lee-Nichols house i n r J ^ h J f ! Boston and the 
h i s t o r i c houses drew u j ^ n L S ? u r e f ?^ t h ^ ' ^ " " ^ ' " " '" a d d i t i o n s to 
as m the case of Old Farm J i n T l S o r i g i n a l houses, but o f t e n 
h i s t o r i c a l precedent Of the giSen period?" """" ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ " ^ ^° 
The p r e s e r v a t i o n of the ear-iv on + v, 
garden" designed by l a n d t t ' a p l l v l h A t T t ' " i l A e A V ^ ^ ' ' ' ° ' ' ^ ' ' perennial noteworthy. [ 2 ] c t r c n i r e c t E l l e n Shipman i s also 
REFERENCES 

1. Lydia Garrison, "Old Farm," House_Beautifu^ May 1921. 

V a A c A T s i r . ' ' ' "^^ H-est-to-Goodness Garden," ̂  House_BeauU^ 

^^^^^^^^-^^^^^^^-^^^^^5^^ August 2, 1919 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Old Farm House i s set back from the road i n the middle of meadows 
and f i e l d s that are c u l t i v a t e d . -'The l i n e of convenience, drawn around the 
house, f o l l o w s the gravel d r i v e on the north side of the house and extends 
approximately 50' on each side of the house. The southerly l i n e of 
approximately 100' connects the side l i n e s . The boundary includes the 
house and the walled garden on the south facade. The barns and carriage 
house are located a considerable distance from the house. Surrounding 
meadows enhance the r u r a l s e t t i n g . 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v f n ^ . * v^^. 
om 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 90000265 Date Listed: 03/09/90 

Old Farm Essex MA 
Property Name County State 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of Historic Places i n accordance 
with the attached nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, 
exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding the National Park Service 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n included i n the nomination documentation. 

n A ^ b f " ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ 03/09/90 
^y*^ ySigna^tlre of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination:  

Geographical Data: VBD 

The handwritten scale on the sketch map supersedes the typed or printed ones 
the handwritten scale i s the appropriate scale for the reduced map. 

The acreage i s <1. 

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MASHPO, by telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Old Farm 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/24/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/07/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/23/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/10/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000265 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

VX^CEPT RETURN R E J E C T _ > / 7 / ? ^ D A T E 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA A<lC^yi<t~^ A^ 
REVIEWER r----ygx^-gaaxLl- A> 
DISCIPLINE <J/dU^AA/I^x.^ S^b^^^ 
DATE A/ 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y^^N ŝee attached S L R ^ ^ 
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