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1. Name

hlStOfIC : Q/\AA/\A /\A/\g/\/\/\

and/or common "The Lodge"

2. Location

dreg & nurbe *in Street U-.S. (Route #20)- N/A not for publication
city, town Sturbridge N/A vicinity of congressional district ~ 2nd
state Mass. code 025 ocouty Worcester code 027
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
2L building(s) private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process A yes: restricted government scientific
I_ being considered yes. unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

rare Sturbridge Corporation

street & number  ffaiii Street

city, toan Sturbridge N/A vicinity of dae Massachusetts 01566
5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, regidry of desds eic.  Registry of Deeds, Vtorcester County Court House
drest & numbe 2 Nlain Street
Worcester, g'de Massachusetts 01608

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Inventory of the Historic Assets of hasthis property been determined elegible? yes X no

the Commonwedth #511  Historic American Buildings Survey . ~
dae 15 sheets, 1956; 1937/5 photos, 1937 J"federal Estate couty vy locd

depodtory for aurvey records Massachusetts Historical Commisson Librar/ of Congress

Bost on;  Wshi ngt on Mbss. ; Di ?turnib?taOf

city, town state €]



7. DeSC“p“C)n Oliver Wght House, Main Street US (Route #20), Sturbridge

Condition Check one Check one
N excel | ent deteriorat ed unal t er ed N ooriginal site
good ruins X altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Oiver Wght House, c. 1789, i satinber-framed 2 /2 story dwelling of high

style, late Georgian design. Thestructure retains nuch of itsoriginal appearance
and stand on itsorigi nal site west of Sturbridge Center (NR-11/9/77)- However, its
setting has changed drasticallyduring this century, and all of itsouthuildings have
been lost. |t nowstands am dst the comercial congestion of Route 20, and serves as
the focal point of theneo-colonial style Ad Sturbridge Village Mtor Lodge. Despite
these disruptive factors, thenotel conplex i sattractively landscaped, anditsunits
were synpathetically sited tomnimze encroachnent upon the original building. The
Waght House i s set wel |l back fromRoute 20with a broad expanse of trimred |awn and

a fewyoung fruit trees providing abuffer. Additionally, arowof mature naples |ines
one side of thedrive leading fromthe hi ghway.

The freestanding structure has a square, central hall planwith twin interior chi meys
rising through anunusual, steep, gable onhiproof. 1t stands onits original
foundation which i sdry-laidfield stone, fra?mentarily parged with clay, and capped
with dressed granite at grade level. Tiecellar i sexcavated only beneaththe

rear (east) half of thehouse, with acraw space beneath thefront. The house is
sheathed wi th cl apboards whi ch appear t o be largely original, or early replacements,
and are fastened with |arge-headed wought nails. Trimconsists of aw de, nol ded
water table, beaded conerboards and anmodillion com ce with arowof finedentils
Wndows contain 12/12 doubl e hung sash whi ch nay be original, and are set i nsinple
frames; at thefirst story they have projecting caps, while at the second, they are set
into thecom ce. Reproductions of period fixed |ower shutters (based on surviving
originals) were installedduring the course of a Miseumdirected restorationin

the early 1950s. Thebuilding 1 sroofed inwood shingles.

The facade (west) displays the custonar?/ 5 bay, 9 w ndow configuration of the two
story eighteentli century house. Typically, itisfocused on a handsone center entry
which i sreached by two, dressed granite doorsteps. Theentry consists of two fluted
pilasters with Doric capitals which support anunomanented frieze and atriangular
pedinent. Both flat and raking com ces of the pedinent are enbellished with
modi | lion blocks simlar i nscale and profile tothose of thecom ce. This conposition
enfranes a six pane transomand a |arge nine panel door which has its smallest

panels at themddle. This door i sareproduction of theoriginal which, although

in an advanced state of deterioration, survives in Miseumstorage;the spade-end,
Suffolk type latch i soriginal. Qnthis elevation theroof is pierced by two shed
roof dormers, positioned beneath the chimey stacks, which appear t o be original.

The north elevation isnearly identical tothefacade andi sdifferentiated nainly by

the roof, which reveals the gable configuration of itsupper slope. Theonly other
variation i sintheentry, which isslightly narrower than that of the facade and
contains afive, rather than a six, pane transom The south elevation follows the sane
format except that theentablature above the door is handled with apulvinated frieze
sunmount ed by a dentil course and capped by a flat modillion comce. This entry

Is reached by two stone steps, while thenorthemoneis provided only with a single step.

Therear (east) elevation isclearly theback of thehouse. Fenestration isnc
asitisontheother three sides, andthedoorway | acks theclassically derived
ments exhi bited el sewhere. There isatransom of five lights anda sinple dr
it. Like theother doors, theback door isanine panel door. W ndow arrangene
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east wall of the northeast chanber has been altered; a door intrudedinto a forner

wi ndow aperture provided access from the main house to a now mssing nineteenth century
ell. Roof dormers repeat the pattem of the front (west) slope of the hipped roof and
the chi meys are sonewhat nore prominent on this side because of their placenent on

the east side of the roof ridge.

[nterior

Inside, a broad hallway runs west to east to a point mdway back on the building and
just even with the end of the stair run. There, a wing wall juts out beneath the
stairs and a doorway through it permts access to the rear hall. Both front and

rear doors are indirect line with one another. The hallway istrinmmed with a crow-
moul ded com ce, wainscot of raised, field paneling, and a moul ded chair rail.

The open string stair ascends ina straight fun of nine risers along the north wal

to a landing at which it turns a right angle and continues for an additional five
risers to a second landing. At this level, there is a single additional step, at

the east and west sides of the landing, to gain the level of the second floor. The
bal ustrade i s conprised of square newells, with sinply noul ded and mtered caps, a
sonewhat massi ve but sinmply moul ded handrail of nearly square section, and a pair

of square bal usters per each stair. Stair ends are embellished with sinple s-curved
cutouts and the stair soffit and enclosed cellar way beneath the stair run is finished
with field panels. Stairs, flooring,,wainscot, comce and plaster walls are

whol ['y original

It isthe plaster walls, with their dramatic |andscape murals,' that are'the most
visually compelling feature of the entrance hall. Executed in distenmper, and in a
limted and nearly monochromatic palette, the motifs are characteristic of the work

of the itinerant artist Rufus Porter (1792-1884) and nay safely be attributed to him
on the basis of style, design motifs, and coloration. The fanciful and stylized flora
which figure promnently inthe conpositions are especially typical of Porter's
repertoire. O the northwall the hypothetical | andscape includes a side-wheel
steanmboat "Victory" plying a becal ned body of water, an island with two small houses,
a two-nmasted sailing ship, and close by the stair run, a square, hipped roofed Federa
style "mansion" with sidelights and fanlight transom In the background are mountains,
one of which is topped by an hexagonal tower and billowing clouds. An effort isnade
by the artist to heighten the viewer's perception of depth by the placement of |arge
scale stylized trees and plant material directly on the picture plane. O the
opposite (south) wall of the hallway, the imaginary |andscape includes a |arge square
hi pped-roofed structure in the Federal style with a lantern atop the roof and flanked
by connected w ngs, which appears to be an institutional building (such as a hospital)
of the period.

At |andscape center, a windm |l crowns a hillock, and, at the left, isthe nost famliar
scene: a New England country |andscape including an orchard, three farnhouses, and
sone fields under cultivation. Again, l|arge scale plants dramatically dom nating

the foreground contribute to a sense of receding planes within the conposition



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _ religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1789 Bui | der/Architect Ol iver Wght

Statenent of Sgnificance (inone paragraph)

The Oiver Wght House possesses intePrity of location, design, materials and worknanshi p
as wel | as associations with the settlement of eighteenth century Sturbridge. Itis an
excel lent andwel | preserved exanpl e of high style, late Georgian design, particularl?/
the Wrcester County type which features gable onhip or hip onhip roofs. Additionally,
its hallway exhibits extensive nurals attributed to Rufus Porter. Thus, the Wght House
meets criterion Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

The house was built c. 1789 by Oiver Wght (1753-1857), one of three brothers who built
hones during the final decades of the eighteenth century inthat portionof Sturbridge
vrtiich becane known as Wghtville inthe nineteenth century. Tne of one brot her,

A pheus Wght, also survives, but ina nuch altered condition? that of athird brother,
Davi d, buned c. 1929.

Oiver Wght was a cabinet naker by trade. Anoil portrait of him painted about 1790
(collections of the Abby Al drichRockefeller Folk Art Miseum W] ||amsbur%, Va.) depicts
an apparentlﬁ successful and sel f-satisfied young nan, dressed nost stylis IK inthe
costune of the period, andholding awalking stick. Inthe early nineteenth century
the house was sold to Ebenezer Howard who kept ahotel there, but it was returned to

tlie Wght famly in 1863 when it was purchased by George Vight. |t renained inthe

leglht am [yuntil 1936 when it was purchased by Moert B \ells for A dSturbridge
iI'1age.

The Oiver Wght House i s an outstanding |ocal exanple of hi gh style Georgian architecture,
and one whi ch preserves alnost all elenents of its original design. Itisa21/2 story
tinber frane house with anearly square, central hall plan. Single, interior chinmeys
rise through agable on hiﬁ roof, a conplex, double formwhich is ahallmrk of high
style Georgian design inthe region. This basic formis enriched by a modillioncom ce,
heavily capped wi ndows, andrichly detailedentriesonthree elevations « These exterior
enbel | 1 shnents are matched on the interior by elaborate nurals inthe front hall
attributed to Rufus Porter. Another uncommon desi %n feature, of which only two exanples
are known i nthe innediate geographic area, was the arrangenent of the second floor plan
to acconodate a bal | room across the front of the house. This |arge space could thenbe
subdi vi ded by novabl e or swinging partitions. The N chols House ?c. 1785), denol i shed
for the widening of 1-86, had such a nulti-purpose roomas di d the General Sal emTowne
House (1796% I n nei ghboring Charlton, Miss. (the TowneHbuse i s nowrel ocated as an
exhibition building inddSturbridge Village). Athough not unique inthe Central
Massachusetts region, the Wght house i s one of a handful exhibiting thispretention

of formand detail.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences Wm

See Continuation Sheet - ItemMN. 9, page 1

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property less than 1

Quedrande nmp  Southbridge Quadrangle scale 1:25000

UMT References

A11iSI 17]4i0|6i5|0| |4]|6|6ie|0]4|0

Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
CLU Il .1elllellllel DLI Mill. I.1. 1.
11 F 1
GILJ J L J L H 3.1, 3.

Verbal boundary description and justification

Bounded on the north by U.S. Route 20 at a distance of 197° from the house’ Bounded on the
south by the circular driveway of the Old Sturbridge Village }totor Lodge complex at a distance
of 16" from the house. Bounded on the west by Cedar Brook and the Tantasquis Fordway at a

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state A din code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

namefite Candace Jenkins, Registration Director, with John 0. Curtis, Director, Curatorial
Dept., Old Sturbridge Viiiage

organizaion Massachusetts Historical Commission dete March 1982
' (617) 757847
dregt & numba 294 Washington Street telephone -8470

dity or tomn Sturbridge, state M assachusetts 01566

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fortlKby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Executivre Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date  y/N"TZ-

For HCRS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

ly Entered inth0 . , [ AlcMn
y Nat | nnal Begi Bt og !

.eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Bl ack, Mary and Li pman, Jean
American Fol k Painting
New York: ClarksonN Potter, 1966

Davis, George
AHistorical Sketch of Sturbridge and Sout hbri dge
Vst Brookfield, Mass., OS Qooke § (., 1856

Qoce, George C and Wl | ace, DavidH
Dictionary of Artist i nAnmerica 1564- 1860
New Haven: Yal e University Press, 1957

Historic Anmerican Buildings Survey

OFIS MO. {n'M"r,

EXP. 12/3 ..
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received
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Page

Catal og of Measured Drawi ngs and Phot ographs of the Survey i n the

Library oT~Congress, March 1941
Washington; US Gov't Printing Office, 1941, p. 180

Leaflets of the Quinebaug Historical Society: Devoted tothe Local

History of Southbridge, Sturbridge, Dudl ey and Charlton
Sout hbridge, Mass.: SouthbridgeHerald Office, 1901-1905

Sturbridge Bicentennial Souvenir Programl1938
Od Sturbridge Village Research Library

Vital Records of Sturbridge, Mass. t othe Year 1850
Boston, Mass.: MNewEngland Historic CGeneal ogi cal Society,

1906

NN
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distance of 205 from the building. Bounded on the east by the adjoining land, of the
Old Sturbridge Village Motor Lodge Complex at a distance of 27' from the building.
Also refer to attached engineering plan.



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES . -
National Parte Sarvica
EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET
/
Propsrty Working No.
Stat*, CoufTl Fad. Rag. P«t«; - FEB1 ij83
F«d*ral Agancy: Data Du>» AAAA NN AN
A Action; -JACCEPT WAA
raaubmission . .. RETURN.
nomination by parson or local govarnmant National EegJBiaf REJECT.
ownar objaction photoa.”
-ppaal nMP8_4~#
Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquast appaal .NR decision
Raviawar's commants:
Racom. /Critaria
Raviawar
Discipiina
Data \
saa continuation shaat
Nomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below

__*ubstantiva

1. Namo
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

aummary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

UnK»d StatM D«p«rtin*nt of th* Intori9<r

reasons discussed below

oT f m



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checlced

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

to. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

k of IMto ppo”®a™ sMNtoi the t

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272-3£






























COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
April 22, 1932

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed youwill find the follow ng nomnation forns:

Boston - Adans Nervine Asylum (state)

Boyal ston - Keyes - Dakin House (local)

Gafton - Wllard House and dock Miseum (state)
Hatfield - The Od Mill Site Historical District (local)
Hol den - Rogers House (local)

Needliam - ToMan - Gay House (I ocal

M\l - Sade - Hovey House (local ) D"Tler ohiects
Sturbridge - Oiver Wght House (state)

Upt on - Knhov%lton Hat Factory (local)

Véston - |saac Hobbs House (Iocal)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic PreservationOificer. Q>rerswere notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded the opportunityto cooment. Comments received t odate
are attached to the nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

domclaci ~IMJU/HC

Candace J'nkiji
Registratioir™irector

M assachusetts Historical Ccmmisson

CYamf



