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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
AS bay, gable roofed, 2 story house, with inside end chimneys, the house is built of
brick in fl1emish bond and three row common bond. The entrance door has a beautiful
Chines Chippendale transom. The one bay, one story entrance norch has a flat roof on
i round posts of 2 like pilasters (not original). 7The layout is central block with .
one wing. The wing, 1 1/2 story, 2 bays, predates the house by only a few yeurs and
has a large fireplace on both bloors. I'he main house has a central hall plan, two rooms

_each side. Three fireplaces are on the ground floor and two are on the second, one

being in a large double size room, the ballroom. The ballroom and parlor have like
mantels. The single paneled frieze is flanked by paneled end blocks supporting a shelf
with molded edge and square cornered projections over the blocks. Pilasters are half
round fluted columns on plain bases., Some rooms have small 2 tiered, paneled door
cupboards next to the fireplace. Other mantels have a plain, single paneled frieze

on p.neled pilasters. In most of the rooms, the trim consists of short lintel con-
struction, with a large astragal and an architrave backband. Other rooms have rosette’
corner blocks on pedestaled facings that relate to the paneled mantel pilasters. The
main open string stairway reaches the third floor in 4 flights. There is only one
starting newel, a very slender round and tapered post with a neck molding. The

‘handrail is also round in section and very small. The stairway curves gracefully at

each flight of steps. Two round and tapered balusters are on eachstep and the step

end decoration consists of a "double comma" scroll. All rooms have a chair rail, much
of it identical in section t» thepaneled pilasters. Door jambs are also single paneled.
Windows are 9/6 on the lst floor and 6/5 on the 2nd and most have splayed, paneled
reveals. The mantels and trim relate through the different rooms, one of the special
features of this fine Federal period house, ca. 1813. '
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The Myers House is significant for its architecutral type and economics. The ilyers
family settled on the Opequon Creek and acquired larger holdings. They built the
brlqk house ca. 1817. The HMyers family were of Pennsylvania Datch origin.,

A.

The Myers house in am outstanding example of American Federal architecture in the
true classic sense. Absent are the garlands and urns of Adams. Present is the
linearcity of American Federal in the delicate paneled friezes and pilasters of
the mantels and trim. All of the architectural elements are original None have
been changed or even modified. This is why the house is important architecturally.
It is a true statement in architecture of American Federal design at its finest.

_— A house of this size and design could only have been built by a well-to-do family
" and the Myers family was. They contributed greatly to tthe cultural amd economic

development of this area. OWning and suoessfully managing mearly 1, 500 acres, .
they provided jobs for many people inthe area allowing them to support their
families and thus for this area to develop in agriculture, trade and commerce.

The 1 1/2 story wing is the earlier section and was built ca. 1815. The entire
hou se was completed ca. 1817.
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