
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office oi the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of f o r m 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate northi 

} n V ; . \ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Q ^ d , 1:25000 
19/324310/4724660 

(over) 

;•• • • 
In Area no. Form no. 

. . ' 

Town Andove.r 

Address .34 Essex Street 

Name - J.T. Abbot House 

Present use residential 

Present owner Sullivan, Augustine & 
Mary 

3. Description: , 

ca. 1844-50 Date 
MVTM, Jacob Chickering papers  

Source L i l l i a n Conroy (29 Essex S t . ) 

Style Gothic Revival 

Architect •Jacob Chickering 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features i?.̂  s tor ies ; , gable roof w/ 
3 cross gables on side; scroll-sawn barge-
bnardp; nn Tn;=>in R, r r n f ^ K g a b l e s ; l a n c e t 

gable window; d r i p moldings on 6/6 windows 
o f f .set,,. doo,rway .has small p;>rt.1,r,o w/, .r.ol i.imn 
& clustered p i l a s t e r s , wooden c res t ing ; • 
Altered ~ Date 

Moved Date 

5. Lot size: Map 55, Parcel 55 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 80' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

15' 

6. Recorded by W. Frontiero 

Organization_ 

Date 7 Aug.,1980 

•small polygonal bay v;indow on facade w/ 
wooden cresting; 1^ story rear e l l w/ 
cross gables 

37M-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

J.T. Abbot 

residential 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 
same 

8, Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

No. 34 Essex Street was b u i l t between 1844 and 1850 f o r Jas€$fe-Jfecaftpson Itobot 
]»y Jacob CMekering* Abbot was the son of .Benjamin i ^ c ) and ISary Abbot^ "bozn i n 
1S09« I n .1832 he married Betsey Kershaw, **jo kept the house i n the faraily u n t i l 
her death i n 1900. Jacob Chickering was both builder and developer, buying the 
ui«ieveloped property i n 1844 and sel l ing i t with a dwelling house by 1850. 

The chauntdng Gotdiic cottage contains some of Andover's most l i v e l y omaroesntation 
i n the s tyle . Although disproportionately scaled Relative to the overall 
ccMBposition, the architectural motifs are highly <le|Fi^^ed on the individual level . 
Fanciful bargeboards and miniature wooden cresting, sharp cross-g«d>les, and a 
delicate, academic portico— unrepeated i n Andover— are the the most outstaruiing 
featxires of th is house. . 

The J.T. Abbot House i s notable (1) fo r i t s design and construction by Jacob 
Chickering, Andover's leading architectiiral designer of the inid-19th centiory, and 
(2) as an excellent exaiiple of Andover's Gothic Revival architecture. The 
property ret:ains in tegr i ty of design, materials, workmanship, and sett ing, and 
ineets Cri ter ia A and C of the National Register. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) ' , 
Andover Vital Records to 1850 
Andover Town Directories, 1891,1897, 1899,1900 Eax List 
Andover historical Society f i l e s 
L i l l i a n Conroy, interview, 29 Essex Street. 
Jacob Chickering papers- No. Andover Historical Society Merrimack Valley 

^ Textile Museum • 
Andover Townsman, Sept. 9, 1976 
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N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r off H i s t o r i c P l a c e s '̂ '̂ "̂'̂ '̂  
I n v e n t o r y — N o m i n a t i o n Fo rm ^te entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page / 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

dnr-11 

Name Town of Andover Multiple Resource Area 

State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

1. Lower Shawsheen Railroad Bridge Keeper 

V . . DOE/OWMER OBJECTION 
2. Upper Shawsheen Railroad Bridge 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

- 3. Andover Village Industrial Dis tr ic t [̂ ^̂  K e ^ e r 
Substantiva Heview 

Attest 

Date/Signature * -

G/V(yA iWui AthxiA 

f ./'4. Bradlee School Ke^er (AJAJUA.^^ ^. /̂ tuM/>-*-̂  C-ro t 

5. Abbot Tavern 

A//̂  -6. Central Street D i s t r i c t 

7. Abbot, J. T., House 

8. Ballardvale D i s t r i c t 

9. Abbot-Baker House 

10. Abbot-Battles House 

National Begteter l -̂ eeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

{deeper 

Attest 

fiuLbstantlva Sevieir Keeper 

Entered In the 
Batlonal HegiBter 

Entered in the 
latlQsal Beglster 

Entered In tlia 
National Hegl'ster 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T . 

United States D«p«rtinMt of th* bitartoi, 
National Parte Sanrica i 

z -̂:;̂ ./"*/- o-.- n.t^. FEB 1 raoJ 

M ~ 

Property - ^ T ^ T - -
S t a t * . C a u m y ' / % r . z T ^ - ^ g ^ 

Federal Agancy: 

rasubmission 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 

jsppaal 

Fad. Rag. P«t^-^ ^ , , 
Data Dua• 7/S i- - ^ / 

Action: t ^ ^ r r P P T ^ />^A ^ 
Entered in the. RETURN „ 
Jfational Begistf;. REJECT 

photos 
maps 

Substantiva Raviaw: impie request appeal NR decision 

•tn Reviewer's comments: 

i2 

^' ? 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date '. 

see continuation sliaet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussad below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

S . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Pescr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000298 


