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City Hall and Opera House is a fgu_r_-s±or.y__rectangular 
with a stone foundation and a flat roof, located on 

the west side of the Barre City Square. The exterior of the 
b u i 1 d^i n g has an -ar^^i^u^~-o^--Be^:;u-x~"Ar -ts—G-l-a-s~s4-ci-sm- master fully 
integrated into the basically functional exterior design.

The visually dominant feature of the main (east) elevation is a 
towering three"story archway with recessed iron entrance sur­ 
mounted by an arcade of small, round-arched windows, A wide 
bji 1 cony a_with an ornate wrought iron _railing, bridges the arch 
above these windows . Behind"tlfe" balc~6ny~Ts~~~
window divided into many triangular panes. At the head of the 
arch, a magnificent art glass fan light, executed in a floral 
design, crowns the entire composition. The arch is framed by 
stone pilasters, surmounted by a pediment with "City Hall" in­ 
scribed on the freize. The fi_r_s,tL_s±oxy_walls are constructed 
of sjtone with rusticated jointing. The remaining stories are 
constructed of brick with stone trim. Stone and brick round- 
arched, cast iron rectangular, iron bay and circular windows 
have all been utilized in the exterior design.

The shallow fourth floor or attic story, set off from the rest 
of the structure by a moulded stone belt course, is articulated 
by a series of brick pilasters. The structure is surmounted by 
a bracketed metal cornice.

The entrance to the police station,located along the right side 
of the main elevation, is the result of a subsequent alteration. 
All of the remaining exterior fabric is in its original 
condition.

The first floor is used for city offices. The remaining floors 
are taken up by the Opera House which is the significant interior 
space in the building. At the end of the Opera House is a large 
stage .64 feet by 33 feet flanked by an elaborately ornamented 
proscenium arch. Three tiered proscenium boxes flank the arch. 
A balcony trimmed with carved garlands extends around the entire 
rear of the room in the shape of a horseshoe. This balcony was 
probably originally cantilevered but iron reinforcements have 
been added, connecting balcony deck with the roof beams. The 
art glass fan light, located at the rear of the hall, is fully 
illuminated by the exterior light and consequently has immense 
visual impact. The hall has an elaborate pressed metal ceiling.

The wooden floor rises to the rear of the hall in stages. The 
seats, curtains, and other furnishings have been removed. The 
main interior stairway to the Opera House was destroyed when 
the police station was built on the first floor. Future access 
could be provided by construction of an exterior stairway.. Wita 
the exception of these alterations, the Barre Opera House is a
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Brief History

The Barre City Hall and Opera House was designed by Lancaster, 
Mew Hampshire architect Geqrge....G. Adams and built by Mason $ 
Company, contractors, in 1899.; From that year through World 
War I the Opera House was "the scene of hundreds of theatrical 
events presented by leading theater companies and troupes 
from as far away as New York and Chicago. After the war, 
the theater fell into disuse due to the increasing competition 
of the motion picture with the legitimate stage. In 1925, 
the Opera House was outfitted to show movies. After another 
decade of occasional use for motion pictures and high school 
graduations, the Opera House finally closed in 1940. The 
facility is now used for storage.

Significance

The Barre City Hall and Opera House, along with the Barre Fire- 
house and several other prominent civic and religious structure 
surrounding the City Square, is one of the important architec­ 
tural landmarks of downtown Barre. The Opera House is one of 
the best preserved, completely intact, late 19th century 
small theater interiors remaining in northern New England.

The structure represents the era which came at the culmination 
of several decades of prosperity and economic expansion for man 
Vermont towns and cities. This era, roughly from 1395-1918, wa 
characterized by great public pride and confidence in the futur 
Little expense was spared to adorn the state T s city centers wit 
the finest civic architecture and public amenities. The con­ 
struction of the Barre Opera House as an integral part of the 
City Hall symbolizes the progressive spirit and public respon- 
siveness of city government at the time.

In view of the reawakening interest in the arts in Vermont, the
Opera House is a cultural resource which is irreplaceable in
view of modern construction costs. Because of the location of



Orr, Lillian. Research Report on the Barre Opera House.
(unpublished) 1973.
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the facility in downtown Barre, reopening of the Opera House conic 
serve as a focus for the rejuvenation of the entire inner city. 
A citizens committee is currently working with the City of Barre 
to explore the possibility of reopening the Opera House so that 
it can be of continued service to the community.
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