FORM B BUILDING In Area no. Fo™-"no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1 1. Town Fall River, Mass
Address 3159 No. Main St.
Narne Ashley House
Present use single family
2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number SS //
Present owner Slade Realty Corp.
3. Description: 2 story w/flanking gable

roof
Date c. 17 90-1800

Source v/a, Herald News

Style Federal

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric asbestos shingle

Outbuildings (describe)

QG her features 5 bays wide; ground floor
wi ndows have splayed lintels"; 2nd

floor window frames extend t o eaves;
doorway has reeded pilast"ers® broken

Al pedi ment & semi-circular fanlight
Altered_ Date
Moved Date
X 5. Lot size: 22,012 sq. ft.

One acre or less x Over one acre
Approximate frontage

: Approximate distance of building from sti-eet
NO. MA/Y PP J

6. Recorded by W. Mendonca/P. Giza
Organization FROHP '

Date Nov. 17, 1980

?  (over)



7. Original owner (if known) Ashley

X. Original ue residence
Subsequent uses (if ay) ad dates

8 Themes (check aa many as applicable)

Aboriginal Yoo Conservation Recreation
Agricultural  * Education Religion
Architectural |/, »; IT Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement X invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military O humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

The Ashley House (c. 1790-1800) is an outstanding |ocal exanple
of the Federal style with an excePtionaIIy fine pedi mented
.V doorway and glazed fanlight as well as promnent splayed wooden
'« lintels over the first floor windows. The house is one of six
in the Steep Brook area considered to be the best representatives
v of the pre-industrial period of Fall River's history. These
houses al ong North Main Street give testinnnK both to Steep Brook's
early prom nence over the southern area of the town and to the
e original agricultural character of the city. Their rural setting
and linear relationship to one another stand in sharp contrast
« . to the development that overtook the city with theconstruction

of the first textile m 1l in 1813. , .

"« - According to local tradition, this house has been owned and

occupied by five generations of Ashleys and was often called

"Aunt Polly's House." The original part may have been built

east of the present site and then noved and added to. The

". ;¢ present 5-t>ay arrangement is typical of the farmhouses erected
t.hrou,ghout the iBth centur%/ , updated with a doorway and splayed
lintel's fashionable during the Federal period. The use of two
side chimeys rather.thanthe single center chimey is also a

s. ., late 18th and early 19th century feature which indicates an

« interior center hall plan. Also of interest are the stone steps

and terracedhillside with retaining walls, al |l of granite.

As a distinctive exanple of the Federal style and important
surviving vestige fromthe early settlement era, the Ashley House

meets criteria A and C of the National Register, individually.
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.) L e
Atlas 1895  shown belonging to A Ashley
1883 : shown bel onging to Job. B Ashley
1871: area not shown
1850:  shown belonging to Wh Ashley
Directory 1853: W I liamAshley - trader- house Steep Brook
Fall River Herald News article - by Constance Wnslow - June 1, 1955

*
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3. Classification
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S. Location of Logal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
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summary paragraph
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dates
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8. Significance
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9. Major Bibliographical References

10.

Oeographical Data
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UMT RafMancaa
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11. Form Prepared By

12.

Tha evaluatad signtftcance of thts property wtthin tha stata is:

State Historic Preservation Officer

rwtionat stata local

Slate Historic Presarvstton Officer aignatura

Certification

13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
Signed Date
Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504















Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279



