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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rock is a rounded outcropping of granite sticking up out of a relatively level 
plain sparsely dotted by other similar outcroppings. Geologically it is the top 
of a buried mountain. The land in the area is level to gently rolling and one 
can see for 20 miles in every direction from almost any point. Vegetation is 
limited to short prairie grass, short sage, occasional rabbit brush and yucca, 
with the exception of a few juniper near the rock outcroppings and some willows 
and sparse cottonwood trees along the river. Fauna include rabbits, skunk, 
snakes, deer, antelope, range cattle and a variety of small rodents, eagles, 
ravens, hawks, sage grouse and several varieties of song birds.

In preparation for the Bicentennial, the State of Wyoming is purchasing land 
in the area for an Independence Rock State Park. Containing about 1,414 acres 
the Park will be east of and adjacent to the highway and bisected in the lower 
portion, next to the Rock, by the Sweetwater River. An alkali lake known as 
Piaya Lake lies northeast of the Rock. Development will include road construc­ 
tion, utilities, trails, fencing, signing, and the erecting of several long, 
low buildings. An enclosed map shows all development.

Scenic easements, (protecting views but prohibiting trespass), will be acquired 
along the highway, Sweetwater River and the Oregon Trail for a distance of 
approximately five miles each way beyond the limits of the Park. The easements 
will be 1500 t wide and contain over 5,800 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Independence Rock was a well-known landmark on the Oregon Trail long before the 
great overland migrations of the 1840's. In 1840, Father Peter DeSmet called 
it "the great registry of the desert," since thousands of people travelling 
west scratched their names on its surfaces.

The Rock lies in the elevated plain between the emigrant crossing of the upper 
North Platte and the Sweetwater River. The Oregon Trail ascended the latter 
to South Pass. The Rock lies near the Sweetwater River where the Trail first 
approaches it, and because of this fact it become a favorite stopping and 
resting place for the travellers who had been struggling across the almost 
waterless reaches of the sagebrush upland after leaving the North Platte. 
Independence Rock soon became famous for the numerous names carved, painted, 
or written into and on it. It seemed that almost everyone who passed that 
way had to place his name and the date on the Rock. Some of the earliest 
travellers along the Trail noticed the word "Independence" carved on the Rock, 
but just who did it and when is not known. Rufus Sage, who passed the Rock 
in 1842, noted that its "surface is covered with the names of travellers, 
traders, trappers, and emigrants engraven upon it in almost every practicable 
part, for the distance of many feet above its base."
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Independence Rock is a rounded outcropping of granite thrusting upward from a 
nearly level plain. The vista from its summit extends twenty miles in every 
direction across ranchland undisturbed by any man-made intrusion other than 
Wyoming Route 220. This vista contributes greatly to the national signifi­ 
cance of the landmark. The boundary itself includes only that part of the 
vista which provides an undisturbed and unobtrusive setting in the immediate 
Independence Rock area.

(As shown on the accompanying USGS map:) From a point at the intersection of 
Schounmaker Ditch and the west curb of Wyoming Route 220, proceed about 1060 
meters along the curb to its intersection with the south bank of the Sweet- 
water River. Proceed east and north about 1000 meters along the bank to its 
intersection with the section line dividing sections 10 and 15. Proceed due 
north about 880 meters to Schounmaker Ditch, then about 540 meters west along 
the ditch to the point of beginning.

The boundaries include property owned by the Hub and Spoke Ranch (Bernard Sun), 
the Dumbell Ranch (Rusco Inc.), and the State of Wyoming. The State is in the 
process of acquiring much of the included property as part of the proposed 
Independence Rock State Park.


