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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rankin House was built and first owned by Jame^s_Rankin, 
a planter and owner of the local Rankln Hotel and Rankin Realty 
Company, who moved to Columbus from Scotland. Construction was 
started prior to the War Between the States, but was not com 
pleted until the War ended. The architect was Lawrence Wim- 
berly Wall; the architect for the restoration was Edward W. Neal.

The house vls late__Oeprgian in style with Greek Revival de- 
^ails. The exterior"and interior also include Italian Villa 
influences.

The exterior of the house is of repressed or dried brick. 
There is very little mortar between each brick (the mortar con 
tained sugar). The walls supporting the roof and dividing each 
room are one foot thick. The house is noted for its iron grill- 
work on the lower veranda .and its flying balcony. "Bird in the 
Basket" patterned grillwork decorates the upper portion of the 
veranda. The carved doorway is framed with columns on each side.

There are wide floor boards and window sills, hand carved 
cornices and door frames - all of which are original. The out 
standing architectural feature of the house is a magnificent 
solid walnut double stairway that runs up to a landing from both 
sJLdes^of an ample center hall. Niches flank the entrance hall 
and staircase. Seven pair of the original silver door knobs 
remain.

The north and south parlors are both 18.6 f x 19.6 M with the 
dining room and music room measuring 18x20 f . The entrance hall 
is 11.10' x 18.8' and the rear hall, from which the staircase 
ascends, is 16 x 20'.

The marble mantels in the north parlor and the dining room 
are original to the house. The mantel in the south parlor and 
the one in the music room came from a New York Brownstone, which 
was being demolished.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

James A. Rankin came to Columbus from Ayrshire in Scotland. 
He was married to Agnes Affleck on January 2, 1839, whose 
family had moved to Columbus from Haddenton, Scotland. The 
potential prosperity of Columbus was attracting settlers from 
far and near. Mr. Rankin acquired the present Rankin House 
property in i860 for $6,000.00.

At the end of the hostilities Mr. Rankin was discouraged over 
the situation in Columbus as well as elsewhere in the South. 
Turning his new home over temporarily to his eldest child, Mrs. 
Emma Jane Rankin Lockhart and her husband, he left for Scotland 
with his wife and other children. His three sons, Edwin James 
Rankin, John A. Rankin, and William Rankin entered the Univer 
sity of Sdinburg, where they remained for six years, after 
which the two former became prominent business men in Columbus. 
Edwin Rankin was a Director of the Georgia Midland and 
Railroad end the Swift Spinning Mills. He also 
County Commissioner as well as on the Board of 
sioners.

According to a newspaper article in 1898, the Ifenkin House, 
was considered the finest home within the existing 
of Columbus; it was valued at f18,500.00.

The Rankin House is the only existing example of 
of architecture remaining in the metropolitan area' of 
million people. It is similar in detail to houses of the same 
period in Natchez and New Orleans. It is situated in an area 
formerly called "high uptown." Much of the area has now been 
encroached upon by business. The Peabody-Warner House directly 
across the street was accepted for the National Register on 
December 30, 1970. The house directly to the South of the 
Rankin House is soon to be submitted for consideration for in 
clusion in the National Register. Together these three houses 
are the only remaining vesti|[ge of affluence formerly promin 
ent in this area. According to a recently passed Columbus 
zoning ordinance, any house accepted by the National Register 
will be given a "Landmark Status" locally. This means^that all 
alterations, improvements, partial demolitions, et cet/ra, will 
be subject to review by the local Board of Historic and 
Architectural Review. (continued...)
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THE RANKIN HOUSE, Columbus, Georgia STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Page 2 _____________.

The Historic Columbus Foundation, Inc. acquired this property 
in 1969. The downstairs rooms have been restored as a historic 
house museum of the 1850-1870 period. All of the furnishings 
have been authenticated by the Curator of the Victorian Wing of 
the Brooklyn Museum. Several items originally used by the Rankin 
family are in the Museum rooms today including: an ornate gilt 
mantle mirror and matching cornice boards; a IV walnut Victorian 
pier mirror with matching cornice boards; and a pair of alabaster 
urns.

The House was officially opened to the public in December, 19&9* 
Two regular tours of the house are available each week. It may 
also be rented for social and civic gatherings. The upstairs 
rooms are occupied as the offices of the Junior League of 
Columbus, Georgia. Many social and economic groups in Columbus 
aided in the restoration. It Is in reality "a community house."

****

The Rankin House is a participant in a project entitled 
"Experiences in Living History 1* under the auspices of the 
Muscogee County School District. As such it is a teaching museum 
for students and teachers from Muscogee County and nine sur 
rounding counties in Georgia.
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