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Town 

Address 

AREA FORM NO. 

Davis  
Square 124 

Somerviiie MRA 

27 Chester Street 

Historic Name Clifton Bacon House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of E*ioto. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
betue^ invaitoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Presait residence 

Original si dence 

DESCRIPTICW 

Date ca. 1305 

Source 

Style 

piao research 

Queen Anne/Shingle Style 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Vfall Fabric clapboard and shingle 

Outbuildings 9arage 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See At tached Assessor 's Map 

DTM REFERENCE _ 

OSGS QOADRANGLE_ 

SOLE 

Z E N 

19 - 325/170 - iJ-695/550 

Boston Nor th 

1 !25.000 

Condition 

Moved 

Acreage 

Setting 

excel len t 

no Date n/a 

less th^n «ne acre 

The Bacon House occuoies a 
pnji'ilrieriL corner lo'c in 
the Chester Kingsley Chester 
Soveet 5U5flivi5ion (piattea 
1355) 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg, Preservation 

Crganizaticn flass. Historical Commission 

Date June 1985 



1|: ' 

NATIONAL REGISTER OOTERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Cl i f ton Bacon House is an elaborately detailed interpretation of the Queen 
Anne style and is one of the few intact high-style examples of the style in 
Somerviiie. The building retains integr i ty of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, and association and f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register 
of Historic Places on the local level . 

ARCHITECITOAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe iinportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oonmunity. 

This is among the most high-styled houses of the Davis Square area in eastern 
Somerviiie and one of the last nineteenth century additions to the area. A 
flanked conical turret with f i n i a l and elaborately patterned slate shingles 
caps a corner polygonal bay. The front porch is composed of an enclosed 
pediment with scrolled plaque supported by bulbous posts and oversized 
brackets. Directly above is a gracefully curved bay, while the a t t i c window 
is set beneath a wavy patterned gable. A variety of carved and shingled 
treatments enlivens the gable end. An ornamental brickwork chimney is located 
on the side facade. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conmunity. 

Chester Kingsley, Cambridge Water Commissioner, la id out a subdivision of 
large lots intended for high qual i ty homes in 1855. Deed restr ict ions 
included requirements and prohibition against "offensive" trades. This key 
corner l o t , at the corner of Chester and Orchard Street (the lat ter platted in 
1845), held by the Kingsley Estate, remained unbuilt unt i l the 1890s. 

This residence was ownded by members of the Clinton M. Bacon family in the 
late 1880s and 1890s. Bacon was a Boston coal dealer. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Bromley, G. W. Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1895 
1887 Somerviiie Directory 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
"materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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for this property 
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