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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Always a prominent landmark in the community, this 
rock was first of note because it was the first landmark 
recognized by Sacajawea, August 8, 1805 on the Lewis & Clark 
trip west. This marked the margins of the range of the 
Shoshoni at that time, and for the -first time on the trip, 
she became of some value in the capacity of a guide while 
in immediate Shoshoni country. Sacajawea's people were soon 
found and much needed horses were first obtained,in friendly 
trading. The horses were a critical factor which, if not 
obtained, would not have enabled the Lewis & Clark expedi 
tion to continue to the Pacific Ocean.
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' Harold G. Stearns of Harlowton* Member of the Historical Society 

Board of Trustees and Director of the Ding Darling Foundation, among 

other Montanans, is disturbed by the removal of rock for riprapping 

purposes from the Beaverhead Rock near Dillon, Montana.

The following was dictated by Mr. Stearns:

This rock is one of the major landmarks of the Lewis and Clark 

expedition and is highly important in that it was recognized by the 

Indian woman, Sacajawea, as the area in which her people, tfte Shoshones, 

had been when she was kidnapped as a child some years before.

Quotation from THE JOURNALS OF LEWIS AND CIJARK, Ebu^ht'&i-Mif f lin

edition of 1953, edited by Bernard DeVoto, page X81, ;ogupting from
\ - "

the journal of Thursday, August 8, 1805:

The Indian woman recognized the point of a high plain to 
our right which she informed us was not very distant 
from the summer retreat of her nation on a river beyond 
the mountains which runs to the west. this hill she 
says her nation calls the beaver's head from a conceived 
re (se)mblance of it's figure to the head of that animal. 
she assures us that we shall either find her people on 
this river or on the river immediately west of it's 
source; which from it's present size cannot be distant. 
as it is now all important with us to meet with those 
people as soon as possible I determined to proceed 
tomorrow with a small party to the source of the princi 
pal stream of this river and pass the mountains to the 
Columbia; and down that river untill I found the Indians; 
in short it is my resolution to find them or some others, 
who have horses if it should cause me a trip of one month. 
for without horses we shall be obliged to leave a great 
part of our stores, of which, it appears to me that we 
have a stock already sufficiently small for the length 
of the voyage before us.

As a result of having discovered the Beaverhead Rock, Lewis 

and Clark were able to find their bearings and shortly afterwards 

met with Sacajawea's people and obtained the horses which were needed 

to enable them to go on to the Pacific Ocean.

At the Arch in St. Louis is a large painting by John K. Ralston 

which depicts the crucial meeting between the explorers and the



Shoshones. The significance of Beaverhead Rock in leading to the 

obtaining of the horses may well have been the point of no return 

for the expedition which meant so much to the creation of the 

United States from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.

We deem the preservation of this rock as of the utmost signifi' 

cance. Designation of Beaverhead Rock as a national landmark has 

too long been delayed.
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e,0 Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey
^ S Control by USGS and USCSGS

J87 IBEAVERHEAD ROCK SW

SCALE 1:24000
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