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Beaverhead Rock - Lewis & Clark Expedition

AND/OR HISTORIC:
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T5S, R7W, Sect., 22 (NW 1/4,& north half of SW 1/4)
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OWNER'S NAME:

Bureau of Land Management / Norman Ashcraft
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[7. DESCRIPTION

(Check OI';G)
“ ] Excollent . [[] Good X Foair [} Deteriorated [ Ruins [JJ Unexposed
CONDITION
s . (Check One) (Check Ono)
. (0] Altered ¢l Unaltered 1 Moved (33 Origiral Site
(Y

Massive stone outcrop.
by Lewis & Clark.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Unchanged since first viewed
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fi SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or Moro as Appropriate)

(O Pre-Columbian| {1 16th Century [] 18th Century {71 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century X 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) Auqust, 1805
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal {J Education {] Political (J Urbon Planning
{7 Prehistoric (] Engineering (7] Religion/Phi. {J Other (Specity)
. X Historic 3 Industry ' losophy '
"[O Agriculture [ tnvention [J Science
O Architecture [ Landscape [ Sculpture
0O An Architecture {1 Social/Human-
[ Commerce [ Literature " itarian
[ Communications [ Militory [} Theoter
{7 Conservation [ Music [} Transporiation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Always a prominent landmark in the community, this
rock was first of note because it was the first landmark
recognized by Sacajawea, August 8, 1805 on the Lewis & Clark
trip west. This marked the margins of the range of the
Shoshoni at that time, and for the first time on the trip,
she became of some value in the capacity of a guide while
in immediate Shoshoni country. Sacajawea's people were soon
found and much needed horses were first obtained,in friendly
trading. The horses were a critical factor which, if not
obtained, would not have enabled the Lewis & Clark expedi-
tion to continue to the Pacific Ocean.
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'9, MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

De Vote, Bernard, Lewis and Clark Journals
Various Lewis and Clark Trail publications.
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, » . n \ PN .
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FORM PREPARED BY. -
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ORGANIZATION . DATE
Montana Fish and Game Department 9-68
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION :

" NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Histbric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National X_’_} State [7) L.ocal [}

Name ,7//_4 A 7/ /(»'7 i 7‘/?/ e ﬂ

Wesley R. Woodgerd

Tite State Liaison Officer

Date ____January 27, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prfservats

Date

FEB 111970
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Harold G. Stearns of Harlowton, Member of the Historical Society
Board of Trustees and Director of the Ding Darling Foundation, among
other Montanans, is disturbed by the removal of rock for riprapping
purposes from the Beaverhead Rock near Dillon, Montana.

The following was dictated by Mr. Stearns:

This rock is one of the major landmarks of the Lewis and Clark
expedition and ié highly important in that it was recognized by the
Indian woman, Sacajawea, as the area in Which her peopié;\Ehg\Shoshones,
had been when she was kidnapped as a child some yearsubefbrb.;\

Quotation from THE JOURNALS OF LEWIS AND CﬁARK) Hou&ht@h—ﬁifflin
edition of 1953, edited by Berna}d DevVoto, page i8l,ﬂ§é§ting ffbm

the journal of Thursday, August 8, 1805:

The Indian woman recognized the point of a high plain to
our right which she informed us was not very distant
from the summer retreat of her nation on a river beyond
the mountains which runs to the west. this hill she

says her nation calls the beaver's head from a conceived
re(se)mblance of it's figure to the head of that animal.
she assures us that we shall either find her people on
this river or on the river immediately west of it's
source; which from it's present size cannot be distant.
as it is now all important with us to meet with those
people as soon as possible I determined to proceed
tomorrow with a small party to the source of the princi-
pal stream of this river and pass the mountains to the
Columbia; and down that river untill I found the Indians;
in short it is my resolution to find them or some others,
who have horses if it should cause me a trip of one month.
for without horses we shall be obliged to leave a great
part of our stores, of which, it appears to me that we
have a stock already sufficiently small for the length
of the voyage before us.

As a result of having discovered the Beaverhead Rock, Lewis
and Clark were able to find their bearings and shortly afterwards
met with Sacajawea's people and obtained the horses which were needed
to enable them to go on to the Pacific Ocean.

At the Arch in St. Louis is a large painting by John K. Ralston

which depicts the crucial meeting between the explorers and the
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Shoshones. The significance of Beaverhead Rock in leading to the
obtaining of the horses may well have been the point of no return
for the expedition which meant so much to the creation of the
United States from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.
We deem the preservation of this rock as of the utmost signifi-
cance. Designation of Beaverhead Rock as a national landmark has

too long been delayed.
















