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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.
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19/324820/47250i1"0

(over)

In Area no. Form no.

/3l

1. Town AWOV5R
Name ' Abbot Tavern

Present use Residential

Present owner Young, Ern st and
Castle, Eleanor

3. Description: , -

Date ca. 1680/1776

Source Historic Houses in Andover
Style Georgian
Architect

Exterior wall fabric ci nphnrd
Outbuildings (describe) None
Other features2 stories; hip roof w/hipped
rear ell; 5 bay facade has large 8/6 & 6/6
windows; pedimented center vestibule has
classical trim; blind-arched side windows;
fluted pilasters; center chimney
Altered Date
Moved
5 Lot size Map38, Parcd 221 >
One acre or less X  Over one acre
Approximate  frontage -Anrit
Approximate distance of building from street
. 20j
6. Recorded by W. Frontiero

Organization Andover Historical Commission

Date August 7 1980
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7. Original owner (if known) | saac Abbot
Original use residential

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates tavern (1776-ca. 1600), post office (1795-1825)

8. Themes (check as nmany as applicable)

Abori gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Educati on Religion
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlenent invention ; '
Conmrer ce | ndustry Soci al /

Conmmuni cati on Mlitary hunmani tari an
Communi ty devel opnent Political Transportation

9O, Historical significance (include explanation of t hemes checked above) '

No. 70 HEmSt nay have been built as early as 1580, although stylisticallyi t
dates nuch later, andit does not appear on the records until 1776. In the
latter year lsaac Abbot, a storekeeper, petitioned the General Court "to keep a
house of General Entertainnent... The house near having been closed, | have been
subjected t ono small inconvenience for the application of passengers (on theold
stage road) for refreshment.” Abbot's tavernwas nade |ocally famous by t he
visit of George Washington there in 1789, shortly after his inauguration as
President. | n1795the tavern becane Andover's first post office, with Isaac
Abbot as postmaster from 1795-1825; he was al so a sel ectman, town clerk, clerk’
of markets, and deacon of the South Church from 1794-1825. Subsequent owners

of this propertyincluded several out-of-towners a™ wWl,i|Uj. pyac®i Anos Abbot

of - Andover.

The solid boxy formof this building i s anchored by a central chimey and
relatively large, pedinented vestibule. The hip roof, large original w ndows, and
fine proportions (especially of the vestibule details) conplenment these
substantial featureswith a forward-|ooking el egance.

Abbot Tavern i s significant (1) forits associationsas anearly tavern (further
di stinguished by avisit from George Washi ngton) and post office; (2) for its
connections with the locally promnent Abbot famly; and (3) as a fine exanple
of Ceorgian architecture i nAndover. The propertyretains integrity of design,
materials, workmanship, and setting, andnmeets Criteria A B, and C of the
National Register.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Historic Houses i n Andover, M\ conp. for the Tercentenary Celeibration, 1946
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