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i

| - The Mary R. Hurd House of North Berwick, built about 1894, is a large and

l complex residence in the later Queen Anne style with a strong Eastlake influence.
|
|
|
|

The building is of frame construction, 2} stories high, with three elaborate
brick chimneye, slated gabled and hipped roofs with iron cresting, clapboard
siding, and granite foundation.

| The facade, which faces east, 1s dominated by a central entrance covered by

| first and second-stery porches. These porches are supported by clusters of turned
posts and are fitted with balustraded railings. Above the central first-floor
porch s a denticulated triangular pediment containing a carved panel. To the
left of the entrance is a one-story porch with equivalent detail covered by a shed-
type roof. This covers 3 tall single-paned windows. Above this porch is a single
hay consisting of a pair of 1/1 windows beneath an entablatured lintel. This
enframement is seen throughout the house. To the right of the central porches is
a 4-story gabled projection which contains 2/2 windows in the first story, a
3-sided bay window with 1/1 sash in the second story, and in the half-story a
1/1 window flanked by small single-paned windows.

The south side of the house contains 3-sided projecting central bays with
1/1 windows in the first and second stories while in the half-story is a three-part
window below an entablatured lintel. To each side of this central bay is a pair
of 1/1 windows in each story. In the half-story are low shed-roofed dormers,
each of which contains a pair of single-paned sash.

Attached to the left end of the south side of the house is an ornate porte-
cochere, the detail of which is equivalent to that on the facade porches. This
feature has a gabled roof with iron cresting.

The north side of the house features an external brick chimney with a 1/1
window to each side in each of two stories. To the right of these is a projection
with gable roof which contains in the first two stories a four-sided bay with
1/1 fenestration and separate 2/2 windows to the right. 1In the half-story are
paired 1/1 windows.

The ell of the Hurd House is 2 stories tall, and extends to the west from
the rear of the house. This ell contains paired 1/1 windows. A first-story
porch extends across the rear of the ell and wraps around the ell until it meets

the porte-cochere.

A detached carriage-house west of the ell completes the complex. This is
restrained in detail and is of 1% stories.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In many small towns in Maine, one house, that of the principal mill ewner,
stands out in size and elegance from other residences. Rarely, however, is it a
heuse built by a woman, as is the case with the Mary Hurd House in North Berwick.

This remarkable person, industrialist and local benefactor, was born in
1839, daughter of William Hill, one of the large Quaker population of the area and
founder of the North Berwick woolen mill., She was twice married, in 1870 to
William Hobbs, whose two daughters by a previous marriage she brought up as her
own, and in 1894, ten years after his death, to David A. Hurd who lived until 1931,
It was at the time of her second marriage that she built the great Queen Anne
house on a hill at the main intersection overlooking the mill,

‘ Her father baving died in 1873, this determined woman, being the only heir,

% took over the administration of the mill which she continued to do for nearly sixty

‘ years until shortly before her death at the age of 94 in 1933, Even in her last
years during the early period of the Depression she kept the mill going, 3 shifts

| a day and often paid much of the payroll out of her own pocket.,

Her benefactions to the community are legendary. In 1928 she built and gave
to the town a complete modern fire station which included a large meeting hall on’
the second floor. She also purchased at least one new firetruck. She was a
founder and principal incorporator of the North Berwick Bank and, with her husband,
Bullt and endowed the D. A. Hurd Library. Her private charitable acts were legion
and her outgoing friendly ways made her beloved by the town.

The house which she built is the most outstanding example of its style in
southern Maine and nowhere in the state does a more impressive Queen Anne-Eastlake
residence exist in wood. Extended efforts to determine the name of the architect
have failed thus far but will be continued.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the,National, Historic-Praservatiop At of- 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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