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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

'Menehune Fishpond is located near the mouth of the Huleia
River on the southeast coast of the "garden isle" of Kauai.
This ancient fishpond, also known as Alekoko Pond, consists
primarily of a stone faced dirt wall that runs for over
900 yards and cuts off a large bend in the river for use as a
fishpond. There is 50 yards of shallow swamp land between the
west end of the wall and theshore. A dirt wall runs for 145
yards whereupon the stone facing starts on the river side of
the wall. The dirt wall is 5 feet above the water level,

4 feet wide on top and the dirt slants up on both sides. The
facing wall begins with a single row of stones and then become
of,double Fhlckness as it. gets further out into the river and
the. cuxrent starts to,begome effective. The stones also
become larger until the double layer is 2 feet thick. The
stone facing on the outside is five feet high in most places
and is quite perpendicular. The stones are very carefully
fitted together; the stone facing runs for about two-thirds of
the total length of the wall. ¥\

In the 1940's, after a tidal wave, the wall was repaired by
the man who had the lease at the time. He put bags of cement
in the weak spots and now longish "rocks" are visible where
the bags deteriorated and the cement hardened.

Today the lush vegetation on the wall and banks of the pond
and the calm blue waters of the Huleia River combine to make
Menehune Fishpond an impressive sight, an ideal picture of
Polynesia. It is an important historical reminder of the past
and a contemporary source of pride for the people of Kauai.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE o "*‘*‘ - T

Menehune Fishpond is the most 51gn1ficant flshpond on- Kaual,
th in Hawaiian legends and folklore- and- in- the eyeSAKaual S
people today. It is so old that its construction is attributed
to the Menehunes, a mythical people inhabiting Hawaii before
the Hawwaiians arrived. Its antiquity makes it undoubedtly

the oldest fishpond on Kauai and therefore it has an exteemely
high research potential. Additionally, it is the best example
of an inland fishpond in the entire state. Close to the major
urban center on Kauai, the pond has high public visibility
because of a road that runs along the slopes of the hill behind
the fishpond/ The setting is beautiful and lush with trapical
vegetation and a winding river, making it an idyllic area foér

a historical park.
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