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The Sheeks House is a two storey white frame structure with a hipped roof. 
Dominating the facade is a massive two storey portico which covers the projecting 
center bay. The house is sheathed in white clapboard with doors, window and 
porch screens trimmed in black. 

The three bay facade is symmetrical with the portico accentuating the projecting 
center bay. The p o~tico is supported by two round columns with Ionic capitals. 
Ornamental brackets on the cornice of the portico are identical to those found 
around the cornice of the house. Beneath the portico is a one storey flat roofed 
porch extending across the entire facade. An iron railing spans the space between 
the slender round columns. 

A simple entablature covers the windows on either side of front bay and on both 
side elevations. The projecting center bay has entries on both floors, with the 
second storey entry opening onto the roof of the lower porch. The main entry is 
especially interesting with flush board on either side of the bay facade. The 
panelled door is surrounded with sidelights and a transom of red etched glass. 

A one and one-half storey "U" shaped wing is located at the rear (north) eleva­
tion of the house. The east leg of the "U" consists of a screened porch similar 
to the one s :torey porch on the facade. The west leg of the "U" is enclosed , as 
is the gable roofed rear section. 

Early photographs show that the Sheeks House has been greatly altered since its 
original construction in 1872. Two photographs made circa 1900 show the structure 
as having a gable roof with a pitch similar to that of the gabled dormers on the 
east and west elevations of the present house . A boxed cornice with returns 
featured the same brackets that are preset on the house today. Though no docu­
mentary evidence is available, it appears that when the house was remodeled in 
early 1900 its size was almost doubled by adding a two storey addition across the 
rear elevation. This addition would have enclosed the one storey rear wing visible 
in one of the early photographs. The front portico was added about 1908. 

The interior of the Sheeks House is relatively plain, with two exceptions . A 
two flight stairway rises to the second floor at the rear of the entry hall. 
Turned balusters between square posts support the handrail. The squa re newel 
post is decoratively carved and topped with a figurine. In the rear parlor the 
mantelpiece has Ionic capitaled columns flanking the bracketed mantel shelf. 
Displayed throughout the house is the present owner's large collection of 
glassware. 

Though the original house was remodeled in the early twentieth century, the Sheeks 
House has remained unchanged since 1908. It retains many original features anp 
still rests on its original site across from the Clay County Courthouse; " The 
1908 alteration illustrates the adaptation of a structure to changing architectual 
styles. 
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The Sheeks House is an im ortant historic landmark in the small northeast Arkansas 
community of Corning. The house was built in 1872 by a prominent Arkansas attorney, 
E. Foster Brown. In 1879 Brown moved to Jonesboro and sold his home to Edward V. 
Sheeks, one of Corning's early businessmen. Since 1878 the house has remained in 
the Sheeks family. 

E. Foster Brown was born in Tennessee in 1844. At age fourteen he moved with his 
family to Randolph County, Arkansas. In 1862 he enlisted in the Confederate army 
and served throughout the Civil War. Afterwards he returned home to complete his 
education by studying law. Brown was admitted to the Arkansas Bar in 1871. After 
a year of further study in Lebanon, Tennessee, Brown began practicing law in the 
newly organized Clay County (On March 24, 1873, Clayton County was created from 
portions of Randolph and Green Counties. The name was later shortened to "Clay"). 

Despite his youth and inexperience, Brown was elected as a delegate to Arkansas' 
1874 constitutional convention. His active partic-ipation c·ontribu:ted to the 
formulation of the document which still governs Arkansas a century later. In 
1875 Brown served as state senator from the first district, and in 1878 he was 
elected as prosecuting attorney for Arkansas' Second Judicial District. In 1883 
Brown moved to Jonesboro in Craighead County, thus terminating his political 
career in Clay County. 

In the early 1870's Foster Brown built a two storey frame home in Corning. On the 
lot just west ~he house was his law office. According to the present owner, 
Brown sold his house to E. V. Sheeks in 1878 (The present owner is the daughter­
in-law of Mr. Sheeks). The house was ideally located for Sheeks whose mercantile 
store was located just east of the house. 

Edgar Van Buren Sheeks was a native of Indiana who moved to north Arkansas as a 
young man. On arriving in Clay County in the late 1870's Sheeks opened a saw 
mill just north of Corning. Later •he went into partnership with George W. Stephens 
to open Sheeks-Stephens Store on the northeast corner of Corning's courthouse 
square. Sheeks and Stephens also owned the first cotton gin in Corning. In 1906 
Sheeks was manager of the electric light plant in Corning. His many successful 
business ventures made E. V. Sheeks an important factor in the early economic 
life of Clay County. 
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The Sheeks House was originally a provincial style house di stinguished by the 
projecting center bay. The two storey house had a one storey wing on the rear 
elevation, thus giving the structure an ell-shape floor plan. In 1908 the house 
was remodeled by adding both a two storey and one storey addition at the rear, 
and a two storey portico and one storey porch on the facade. The alteration of 
the house made it more in vogue with early twentieth century architectual styles. 

T~ough architecturally interesting, the significance of the Sheeks House lies in 
its association with two men prominent in Clay County history. The house typifies 
the home of a successful northeast Arkansas businessman at the turn of the century. 
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April 21, 1975. 



Property c \.cy Go. 

State u~ Working Number 7i ~. 

TEC~h~!~~-
Maps J 

National Register Write-up Send~back ____________ __ 
Federal Register Entry . (IJ -7 -7,S: Re-submit ___ _ 

CONTROL 
CiA!\__ 

1116 
HISTORIAN 

/kc..ef'Jt­
e.~ 

_ ?-_ 17- 2r 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory __ 

Review 

BRANCH CHIEF 

~ 
r~/r·7J 

KEEPER 

~ 
197!i 

Entered ---------~ 

INT:Z106-74 

United States Department of thelnterior National Park Service WASO No. 7 





JIRflt~ . I C<t..~.P 

~"-tCt? a < ' " ~ 
/htf:) 'Y (J 

JcJ. C C• c~- J \t"C t '" J ) 
I 

I I 

I 



Form No. 10-301a 

U NITED STATES DEPA RTMENT OF T HE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR !\IPS VSE ONLY 

· JUL 2 1975 RECEIVED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC 

Sheeks House 
AND/ OR COMMON 

E. Foster Brown House 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN __ VICINITY OF 

Corning 

IJ PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk 

COUNTY 

Clay 

DATE OF PHOTO 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Pre s ervation Progr am 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRI BE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Facade, viewed from the south 

STATE 

Ar kansas 

1975 

PHOTO NO. 





PR Pi:~~~~ Of THE NATtOt:Al REGISTER 



Form No. 10-301a 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

SEE INSTRUCTiONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE A LL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

II NAME 
HISTORIC 

Sheeks House 
AND/ OR COMMON 

E. Foster Brown House 

rJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Corning 

IJ PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk 

_VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Clay 

DATE OF PHOTO 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Facade and east elevation, viewed from the southeast 

STATE 

Arkansas 

1975 





I -1 d,Q L~( f•\.o 



Form No. 10-301a 
('?ev. 10-7 ·,) 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
UNITED STATES DEP ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE JUL.2 1975 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORM S 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC 

Sheeks House 
AND/ OR COMMON 

E. Foster Brown House 

II LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Corning 

IJ PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk 

_ VI CINITY OF COUNTY 

Clay 

DATE OF PHOTO 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Hisotric Pre s ervation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Rear and west e levation, viewed from the northwest 

STATE 

Ar kansas 

1975 



Form No. 1 0 -30 1 
(Rev. l<l-74) • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

DNAME 
HISTORIC Sheeks House 

AND/OR COMMON 

E. Foster Brown House 

IJ LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN _VICINITY OF 

Corning 

II MAP REFERENCE 

COUNTY 

Clay 

SOURCE United States Geological Survey, Corning Quadrangle 

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1964 

D REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2 . NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

STATE 

Arkansas 

INT: 2986-75 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

0 
0 

Corning, Arkansas 

UTM Refe rence 
15 I 716 660 I 403/ 

o' 
,.~ 

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 

0~ Control by USGS, USC&GS, and USCE 

o~, 0 Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial 
o<-~~" photographs taken 1963 and planetable surveys 1964 

~\;·\~/ Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum 
-: ..._ 1'\ --:0~10,000 - foot gnd based on Arkansas coordmate system, north zone 
~ N\..\J. ~ lOQQ.mete r Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 

'\\\_\,tS ~ one 15, shown in blue 

I . 

R. 4 E. R. 5 E. 

'\91~ ine red dashed li nes indicate se lected fence and field lines where 
jUL '2. ~1\\.. ...-< enerally visib le on aerial photographs. This informa.tion is unchecked 

UTM GRID AND 1964 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 

~f>..\'os\~?­
~~G' 

\ 

I / 
\ 

_____ ..Lr ----

'20 

~=<=======~=:=it=:::E====E'===:;;0~==;==;==;==;==;==;==;==;"'=="==;"==="=='="==;;31 MILE 
1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET 

'===~=::Eo3.5=E:=:E=:i0==;==;==;==;==;==;==;==;==;==;,31 KILOMETER 

CONTOUR INTERVAL 5 FEET 
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL 

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 

FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225 OR WASH IN GTON, D. C. 20242, 
ARKANSAS GEOLOGICAL COMM ISSION, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

AND MISSOURI GEO LOGICAL SURVEY, RO LLA, M ISSOURI 
A FOLDER DESCR IBIN G TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQU EST 

H 

QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

0 

s he.. e. h. J.h v .St:. 
CORNING QUADRANGLE 

ARKANSAS-MISSOURI 
7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 

NE/4 KNOBEL 15' QUADRANGLE 

r-- --
__ j 

I 
·- · - ··· - 111 - -, 

!! 

I 
~----

Well 2 89 

/ 

40JO 

36°22'30" 
90°30' 

Heavy-duty 

Medium·duty 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Light·duty 

0 U.S. Route 

Unimproved dirt'"" ~===== 

Q State Route 

CORNING, ARK. - MO. 
NE/ 4 KNOBEL IS' QUADRANGLE 

N 3622.5-W9030/7 .5 

1964 

AMS 7856 I NE- SERIES ¥884 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ARIWlSAS 

Date Entered AUG 2 2 1975 

Name Location 

eeks ouae 

Also 
Hon. John L. MeClellan 

n. Dale r• 
,. ill Alu:eucle~ 

Notified 

Col'tling 
Clay Cotmty 

toric e8eJ:Vat1o 
• ha~ •on 

S.reetor 

Regional Director , Southwest 
Region 

epu nt of atural aud Cultural Harita e 
The Old tate ou•• 

00 Weat )iar khaa 
Littl k, Arkaaa 72201 

~ MMOTT: pl 8.27.75 
INT: 29!50-7!5 



ARKANSAS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

FIRST STATE CAPITOL • 300 WEST MARKHAM • LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 72201 

September 10,1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Office of Nomination and Review 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

The nomination form for the Sheeks House in Clay County, Arkansas, 
contains two owner's names, one of which is incorrect. Please re­
move the name of Mrs. Louise B. Scott, 609 Olive Street, as she is 
not the property owner. Mrs. E.V. Sheeks is sole owner of the pro­
perty. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

C.~ 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

JD: jfs 

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL 8c CULTURAL HERITAGE 



and. rear- CD9rth )~ · elevation ' 
}~;·;-... . . -.. . -.; ' . ·. y-

?he;eliS :H~us~.; _·g~~Y :.:~c¢~!y·.~.-.~~~.s~ ~ 

I 
f 
! 
I 
f 

\ 

I 
/ 

J 





V NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEE 
----.-~------t 

---~;_;2-75 

ellent 0 ruins 
d ;:unexposed 

0 unexcavated 

J corning 

:!!!. ,. 
)(. e ginal site @features: 

ltered ved 

[] reconstructt>d Uunknown 

:J excavated 

e: 

Foster, House 
y r 

Clay __L 
---.,("-A- ---:;;-RATOR · _ 

Southwest 

< E o~ 
d I r 

ATE ORGA~ ZATION 

')( TAhT AL Y INTACT·2 Ill~ UBSTAN.IAL.YINTACT·3 

INTACT·O IMTACT 0 
~8 UNKNOWN·4 ~C ~NKNOWN-5 

01 APPliCABLE·? ~0 NOT APPdCABLE·S 
~ OWN·6 

APPLICABLE· 9 

')C L -Restricted 0 YES -Unrestricted C No Ac:;ess [J Unknown [@AGAPT VEUSE -rl ')( @) SAVED' ~]YES-'---- HISTORIC DISTRICT?Qye~o 
@AREAS OF SI .. IFJ CE: 

OARCHEOLOGY·prehtsloric v g co MERCE-6 
OENGINEERING·• .; ' lo!DSCAPE ARCH.-15 0POLITICS/" T 

0 ENTERTAINMENT 76 r$ LAW-16 0 RELIGION-22 

0 RECREA T 0 N ·28 

0 SETTLEMENT-29 
0 ARCHEOLOGY· htstoric ·I 

./
0 AGR .CULTURE ·3 

RCHITECTURE-4 

0 ART-5 

0 CO ,MUNICATIONS-1 0 EXPLORATION· l 

0 CONSERVATION· 8 0 HEALTH - 27 

0 ECONOMICS· 9 
0 EO~CATION·IO 

0 INOUSTRY·13 

0 INVENTION ·14 

0 LIT£RATURE· '7 

0 MILITARY· IS 

0 MUSIC· 19 

0 PHILOSOPHY· 20 

0 SCIENCE· 23 0 URBAN PLANIIING·31 
0 SOCIAL/~UMANITARIAN-24 0 OTHER (SPECIFY) 

0 SOCIAL /CULTURAL· 3D 
0 TRANSPORTATION 25 

(jdates of initial construcllo • 161t 
ma)or alterations: 

htstoric events: 

~architect: 

@artist: @arti san: 

®NAMES give role & date 
PERsoNAL: e....Yos~ ~~wN- PtLof.-\\N~r ~ml~E:.'( -OUbtN4L. owN"i:oit-. 

e..D\...JAR.l> v. ~Mt;f:.~ - ftJVt;.lf'{~IV\AN- -~0:+- ow/'olrc:r- · 
EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

CLAIMS . explain 
first'O 

'oldest'O 

'only' 0 

QETHNIC GROUP 
'eJ ASSOCIATION 

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP f~E.1 (.L.6.f»&ob.I2..0\N~ i ~- '$i'OJ2..\~, ~eUlAIL, HI PPEP fZ.oofK 1 INTl:.llJOtl- c..t\11"\NCC.~ 1 1~1-

AAQ '2-1-lD--$10(2..'( ~r c.t.Nn:..tt- ~1"\tAN~IN ~f~H-Tl-~ Pru>~!:LnN~ ~ELtlotJ wrm ~~')\~E:. tzULL-l-t~f:,'tr f'Wihf:Nle.O 'OlSti<£ 
,.~ .... 

f>Cmc..o, 1-~f'l-"'i f-VtJ..-wtDtl-\ -po~, 1'/-z.:-sw,..'l ~-- ~ frzcr::~~oN ; " o · h~.ND-t-~ro~i 

~ Al>l>\ ~1';, 1 110~. 1-ttC.£>-Cl.ASS.tlAI- ~\JIVAL, ~tq- ToiUz E..~~~~WN, ~~lN~r ~~tf:- A-1tl>Mt.:i j LA1t.J.. ~~l-
1)~C.£. 6f- E.I>WAJ.t> '/. ~*~~s 1 Cor4-11N~ '-"'Slt.J~c;S"""-N. 

reviewers onito ls_Q~d te~~L__j-------------·lf ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSEt:=:==============• 


