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L ocation and Setting

The Sawyer Homedteed is located inthe town of Sterling, Massachusatts  Situated in the center of the Sate, in centra
Worcester County, Sterling is atown of apopulation of around 7,000. The homesteed occupies a small, triangular-
shaped, .33 acre lot a the intersection of Maple Strest and Rugg Road in the eestern part of town. Theterrainis
relatively flat and is accented with Sone fences, trees, shrubbery, and assorted plantings, some of which areheirloom
varieties. The houseis placed dose to the southern angle of the ste and dands only eight feet from the edge of Maple
Street. Onthe westem Sde of the property are two small conjoined outbuildings, a privy-woodshed and agarage in the
guise of aFederd period carriage shed.

Both the buildingsand the immediatdly surrounding landscepe of the Sawyer Homestead preserve adistinct feeling of
pre-20* century rural New England. Thisis 90, even though today the property includes only a smdl portion of the 57.18
aores posses=d by the Sawyer farm inthe early 20* century (Illustration # 1) and even though there is on-going
suburban residentia development of the former farmland dose around it. Especialy during the growing seeson when
they are covered with leaves, trees and brush aong the south sde of Maple Street and a amdl area of open speceonthe
westem sSde of the property help somewhat to givethe illusion that the house still gandsinarural setting. Although
mog of the former Sawyer family farm hes been sold for residential development, a25.32 acre parcel of land (Sterling
Assessor's Map 11/30) acrass Rugg Road, on the eestem sde of the homesteed Site, functions as a buffer to the
encroaching suburban development onthat sde. Placed in trust by the Sawyer family, this parcd was the Site of abam
that accompanied the house until it was destroyed by arson on Halloween night in 1979. Illustration # 1 shows the
locations of the bam and its outbuildingsas they originally sood on the site. Attached newspgper clippings report on the
fire that led to the demolition of the barn. Because of its historical relationship to the house, this parcel has bean included
& part of the National Regiger nomination.

The broader Kendall Hill-Redstone Hill neighborhood where the Sawyer Homesteed is located is still partially rural in
character, depite the increasng number of suburban developments in the arear Severd working farmsstill exist here
today, preserving for the neighborhood some of its historic open and agricultura landscape.

House and Outbuilding

General Description

The small, unassuming Sawyer house faces south toward Maple Street (Photos #1,2, 4). Itisasymmetricd initsexterior
arangement and has practically no omamenta features. Of timberframe congtruction, it tekes a one-and-a-hdf-gory,
four-bay, double-pile, Sde-gable form with an off-center chimney st to the rear of the roof ridge. The main entranceis
in the seoond bay from the west end of the main facade. The house sits low to the ground with mogt of the foundation
barely visible, as is oftenthe case with very old houses. The foundations of both the front portion and the ell are of
granite blocks andfiel dstonewith a section of brick venear on the more broadly exposad eestern end of the front section.
Attached to the north sde of the main body of the house is a one-gtory, gable-roofed reer ell, four bayslong and one bay
deep (Illustration # 2 & Photo #3). While the major portion of the front part of the house gopears to date from the 18*

(continued)
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century, the ell ssams to have been added in the mid-19* century. Eavesof both the front and reer sections are dlose with
no returns. Window and door frames are of the plain plank type. Plain corner blocks, characterigtic of the Federd and
Gresk Reviva gyles of the early- and mid-19* century, trim the door frame a the main entrance. Window sseh are 6/9
and 6/6 and 2/2. The house is Sded in clapboard.

Two outbuildings, joined to form an L-shgped plan, are located approximately twenty feet from the west 9de of the
house The portion of the building nearest the housewas built to contain atwo-hole privy as well as ashop, later used as
an architect's office. It datesfromthe 19* century. Projecting southward of it isan early 20* century one-car garage
mede to look like a Federd style cart shed.

The Evolution of the Present House

Both exterior and interior details indicate that the house inits present form isthe result of severd building campaigns.
The oldest section of the Sructure formsthe nudeus of the housetoday. Thisoriginal portion, corresponding to the
wegtern three bays of the main faBade and the westem side gable, gopearsto have been one gory in height and
approximately 27 feet wide and 20 Vi feet degp. 1t contained three rooms arranged around an off-center, interior
chimneystack. (s illustration #17) That plan, now dtered, is characterigtic of the "Square Plan" houseform. The
Square Plan, first known as the "Hemenway Plan”, was identified in the 1980's by Myron Stachiw and Nora Pat Smdl
while researching the Bixby House a Barre, Massachusetts, later moved to Old Sturbridge Village in Sturbridge,
Massachusetts. This houseform is now known to have been often usad in Centrd Massachusetts and in other parts of
Massachusatts and Rhode I1dand during the 18¢ and early 19* centuries. Structurally, the Square Plan is characterized by
three pogts on each outer wall, crossgirts, and an off-center chimney with no framed chimney bay.

The largest room of the Sawyer houseinitsorigina formwas the 13 by 19 /2 foot kitchen that extended the full depth of
the house on the westem side. The other rooms included a parlor/bedroom measuring about 12 by 11 feet and a small
sitting roonmvbedroom of about 8 by 7 feet insze. Behind the chimneystack was a small passage connecting the sitting
room to the kitchen. Entry was directly into the kitchen with no lobby or entry hall. Framing members still visible
today, projected into the interior living spaces They include projecting corner pogsand beeamsfoundinall of the
original rooms and atransverse summer beam inwhat was the kitchen.

The early house was significantly expanded and remodded in one or more sages, possibly beginning s early as the
seoond quarter of the 19* century.  Further investigation is necessary to determine the precise dates and sequence of
these dterations. An addition of 7 Vi feet was mede to the eest end of the original house, enlarging both the parlor and
the sitting room. The plate was raised three feet to add a second floor "half-story” containing three bedrooms. The
presant Sairway to the sacond floor seams to have bean added in conjunction with the half-story addition. Itisnot dear
whether or not the cregtion of an entry lobby from the southem third of the kitchen was part of this same effort. The
origina massve chimneystack was removed and replaced with asmdl brick chimney suitable for dovesand a dosat
occupying goaceto itsnorth. The chimney ateration may have occurred in the mid-19* century, a the sametime asthe
addition of aone-gtory, three-room, rear sarvice ell, which alowed the kitchen to be moved out of the main body of the
hous=. The ell, measuring approximately 14 by 30 feet, was built to contain anew kitchen, awork room, and apantry.

(continued)
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EXTERIOR

Main Elevation

The south-facing main facade is asymmetrica in gppearance, with haphazard gpacing between the window and door
openings initsfour-bay arangement (west to eedt: window-door-window-window) (Photos # 1,4). Moulding extending
under the eavesacrossthe width of the main faBade hes a Greek-influenced profiletypica of the Federa style of the late-
18*-early-19* century period, suggesting apossble Federd period datefor the eestern addition. A smple corner-block
doorframe could dateto aremodeling of either the Federd or the Gresk Reviva period. The 6/9 sseh and early-

mid-19* centuryfive-paneldoor give the front of the housealook of antiquity.

East Elevation

The eest 9de of the house is composad of the one-and-a-haf-story sde gable of the front section and the one-story
eedem facade of the rear ell (Photo#5, Illustration # 2). Onthe geble end of the front portion of the house, just above
the ground, is ahigh, brick-faced foundation pierced off-center by awide, low opening (originally alow door?). At the
first floor level are apair of windowswith 6/9 sagh. In the half story, centered under the peek of the roof, isasingle
window with 2/2 sseh.

The dl sction on the eas 9de is pierced by four asymmetrically-arranged gpenings (south to north: window-window-
door-window). Ell windows on this Sde have 66 sash and the entrance has a four-pand door. Thesedetails sugges a
mid-19* century date for the el addition. A chimney risesfrom the eeg Sde of the pitched dl roof.

Weds Elevation

Thewes dde of the house is composed of the one-and-a-haf-gory sde gable of the front section and the one-gory
westem facade of the rear ell (Photos# 2, 3 & Illudtration #2). On the dde gable of the front portion of the housea pair
of first floor windows occupy the back section. Corresponding to the interior stairway, the front section of the gableend
hes no windows. At the half-story level of the gable portion isapair of windows with 2/2 sagh.

Theell ispierced by four asymmetrically-arranged openings (north to south: window-door-window-window). The
windows have 6/6 sseh and the entrance hes afour-pane door, suggeding, as for the eest Sde of the ell, that itisof mid-
19* century date. Although the west facade of the ell is similar in gopearanceto the eedt facade, the two are not identical.
Neither are the locations of the windows and doors arranged <0 that they dand opposite one another in the interior rooms.

North Elevation

The north-facing Sde of the main body of the houseis seen as a sngle Sory, pierced neer the center of thewall by a
singlewindow with 6/9 saeh. Stuated on the west Sde of this devation isthe north-facing, sngle-story, gable end of the
rear ell. Atitscenter isasinglewindow with 6/6 sagh.

INTERIOR

Theinterior of the Sawyer Homesteed continues the theme of the exterior ~ augerefunctionality with few omamental
features. Neverthdess, interior features are stylistically distinctive enough o that a sudy of interior details clearly
indicates that changes and remodedings have been mede to the house over time. Thesefeatures asis in piecing together
arough idea of the datesof the evolution of thehouse. However, further physical and documentary research is necessary
to offer more precise datesfor changes

(continued)



p-en OMa Ap”mtiNa. tan-ooi*

United States Department of the Interior
Nati'onal Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

7 3 Sawyer Homesteed
Section number Page sterling (Worcester Co.), MA

18*-Centurv Evidence

Certain dements of interior finish found in the origina section of the house gpopear to survivefrom itsoriginal
construction and are consonant with an 18* century date. These details include feather-edged wainscoat with a beeded
edge, found in the former kitchen. Thiswainscoat isfound in the entry hall, the northwest room of the main body of the
house (Photo #11), and in the stairway. All three of these aress were once part of the original 18* century kitchen. Also
apparently origina to the 18* century construction of the houseisthe post and beam casing with beeded edges that is
s in parts of the former kitchen and dso in the parlor, and sitting room.

Entrv Hall

The entry hall of the main body of the househes 18 century horizontal feether-edge wainscoat on its south and eest
walls and 18* century beeded casad posts and beams on those same walls, as has been mentioned above.  Its north and
wes walls are shesthed with vertical board sheething,, and plank interior doors (Photos # 7, 8, 9,10) that gpopeer to date
fromthe alteration of the south end of the kitchen that provided an entry hall and astairway to the second level. Thee
hand-planed, feather-edged features may date fromthe late 18* or early 19* century.

Parlor

The eastem front room adjoining the entry hall isadomed with Federd styleraised pane doors and moulded door frames
that gppeer to date from the early 19* century (Photos # 10,12). Thesedetails may suggest a Federd period datefor the
addition made to the eest end of the front section of the house

Mid-19* Centurv Ell and Interior Remodeling

The exigence of anumber of mid-19* century four-pane interior doors, grain painting and Blake latiches on doors in the
ell isevidence of amid-19* century datefor the ell addition. Some of these same details found in the earlier portion of
the house suggest that agenerd remodeling of the interior took place a the same time.

Second FHoor

Interior evidence seen on the second floor interior & both gable ends of the main body of the house indicates that the roof
was raised to provideamore ample half story with higher cellings. Further physical and documentary research is
necessy to establish adate for thisalteration. A mixture of Federa and 20* century features found in the rooms of the
soond level meke it difficult to understand the history of this section of the house

Little Change During the 20* Centurv

Some plastering and other relatively superficial improvements may have been made during the early 20* century, but
relatively few major changes ssam to have bean made to the house during the 1900's. The presant arrangement of the
rooms of the house isthe same as shown in meeaured drawingsof the first floor, second floor, and cellar (see Illustrations
# 2, 3, 4) dore in the early years of the 20* century by family member William Francis Sawyer as practice exercises for
histraining as an architect. Today, the houseiswired for eectricity and hes running water, but, now as then, there isno
indoor bathroom or privy.

(continued)
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CURRENT CONDITIONS

The property gradually fell into some decline following the degth in 1959 of the father of the last occupant. Since the
house and outbuilding have been unoccupied snce 1989, they have further suffered from the cumulative effects of
inadequiate security, unchecked wesathering, decay, leaking roofs, excessve plant growth, poor maintenance, and, in some
aress of both the house and outbuilding, structurd failure. Nonethdess, the houseis still well intact, preserving mog of
its historic fabric in satisfactory condition. The outbuilding, containing the office, privy, and garage, isin a desperate
datewith itsroof broken and walls listing outward.

SUB-SURFACE FEATURES

Generdions of the Sawyer family have lived & this Ste Snce the mid-18* century. Preliminary evidence suggeds that
trash pits representing this long period of occupation may be present. Although no archaeologica study of the Sawyer
Homestead has ever been undertaken, there is reeson to bdieve that the implementation of such asudy could prove
fruitful.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric resources are recorded on the nominated property, it ispossble that Stes are present.
Environmental characterigtics of the property represent severd locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to
wetlands) that are favorable indicatorsfor many types of prehistoric Sites. The housdot is located on awell drained,
level to moderatdy doping land surface within 1000 feet of wetlands. The property islocated within the
Nashua/lMerrimack River drainage. Wetlands near the property are limited to an isolated swampy area southwest of the
house  Given the above information, known regiona prehistoric settlement pattems, the small sze of the parcd
(approximately .33 acres) and historic development in the areg, alow to moderate potential exists for recovering
significant prehistoric resources on the property.

A high potential exigts for recovering historic archaeologica resources on the property. Additional historical research
combined with archaeologica survey and testing could identify evidence of occupationd related features (trash pits,
privies, wells) and structurd remains from outbuildings that may exist in the area around the house. The extant outhouse
and shed included in the nomination and remains of bam and sheds acrossthe road from the nominated property may date
tothe 19* or 20* centuries indicating the potential for earlier 18* century structures in the area

(end)



Sawyer Homestead

Name of Property

«» Statement nf Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

XB Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.;

9- Majnr Rihlingraphinal RBferennps

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

ARCHITFCTIIRF
| ITFRATURF

SOCIAlI HLSTORY

Period of Significance
175B-1950

Significant Dates
175B ORIiniNAI CONSTRUCTION DATE

1806 BIRTH OF MARY SAWYER

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)

MARY FI I7TARFTH SAWYFR TYI FR
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
WA

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sawyar Homesteed meets National Regider CriteriaA, B, and C. Under Criterion A itishistorically significant a
the local level for itsassociation with severd generaions the Sawyer family over aperiod of nearly two hundred and fifty
yearsor more. Under Criterion B it issignificant a the nationd level for itsassociation through a Sawyer family
member, Mary Elizabeth Sawvyer Tyler, for her role asthe "Mary" of the well-known American nursery rhyme, "Mary
Had aLittle Lamb". Under Criterion C the property isarchitecturaly significant a the local level as an example of one
verson of the small, unadorned, one story farmhouses that were common in Centra Massachusetts during the 18 and
19* centuries. Furthermore, it isof interest as an dtered example of the "Square Plan,” often ussd during that period for
smadl housesin thisregion. Additionally, the gradud expansion of the original "Square Plan™ house over severd
generdions by the Sawyer family reflects the changing expectations that mral New England families had of their
dwellings during the 18* and 19* centuries. The houseisdso important and rare in Sterling as an example of an 18*-19*
century housethat has hed few dterations during the 20* century. If the supposed 1756 date of constmction of the
Sawyer Homedeed is accurate, it isdso among the oldest surviving dwellings in Sterling. Also of interest isthe 1930
addition of aFedera Revival sfyle garageto the existing privy/shop building. Added by the architect owner of the house,
William F. Sawyer, this building reflects the historic-preservation-mindedness of the era as well asthe thinking of a
Sawyer family member who was quite conscious of the historic vaue of the family homestead. The congtruction of a
garage disguised as aFederd period cart shed recdlls the growing importance that the automobilewas beginning to make
on architecture during the early 20* century, and its conflict with the nostalgia for the past that was characteridtic of the
same period.

The Sawyer Family and the Sawyer Homestead

The Sawyers of the Sawyer Homesteed are direct descendants of Thomas Sawyer and hiswife, Mary Prescott, some of
the original 1647 seitlers of Lancadter, Massachusetts. One of their children wes the first child bom in that town. Oncea
part of Lancagter, Sterling was incorporated as a sgparatemunicipality in 1781.

Current reseerch suggedts that the land upon which the Sawvyer Homesteed was built was part of aland grant givento
Ezra Sawyer (b.1702) in 1724. 1t may be that as early as the mid-18* century there were as many as three contiguous
Sawyer family farms ranged north-south aong what is now Rugg Road. The Sawyer Homesteed would have been the
middle one of the three. By 1830 there were only two Sawyer-owned farms, the Sawyer Homestead, owned by Nathaniel
Sawyer, and one south of it, owned by Samud Sawyer. These two farms continued to be owned by Sawyer family
members through the late 20* century, when portions of the land of both was subdivided for houselots. Further ressarch
IS necessy to better understand the earliest history of the Sawyer land holdingsin this area

The Sawyear Homestead has dways been owned by members of the Sawyer family, except for aperiod between about
1890 and about 1911. Although Sawyers still occupied the farm during that period, the property was legdly transferred
to members of the Butterick family, perhgpsas part of aloan arangament.  The 1898 Worcester County atlas showsthe
farm as the property of Ebenezer Butterick. Tax records show that his daughter, Mary Ellen Butterick, weas the owner
during the early yearsof the century, through about 1911. Ebenezer Buitterick isthe same Butterick who made his wedlth
as aproducer of dress pattems for home sewing.

(continued)
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It isbelieved that the house a Sawyer Homestead was built gbout 1756 by Ezra Sawyer, J. (1730-1776) on afarmstead
taken from acomer of the farm of his father, Ezra Sawyer, S. (b.1702), mentioned above. The father's house, which is
believed to have been located immediatdly north of it, may have sood on the approximate dte of the present house at 26
Rugg Road. Ezra, J. died in Dorchester, Massachusattswhile serving in the Revolutionary War.  One of hissons,
Thomas (1766-1825), acquired the homestead and raised eight children herewith hiswife, Elizabeth Houghton. One of
their children was Mary Elizabeth Sawvyer. She isthe "Maty" madefamous by the nursery rhyme and children's song
"Maty Had aLittle Lamb", by itspublication in the popular school book, M cGuffev's Ssoond Reeder, and by Thomes
Edison's 1877 recitation of the rhyme as his first phonograph recording. Maty's brother, Nathanidl (1808-1888), was the
owner of the property in 1830. During the 1850'sthe farm belonged to Ezra Sawyer (1827-1901), the son of Samud
Savtyer and the great-grandson of the original builder of the house, Ezra Sawyer, J. Ezras brother, Henty S Sawyer
(1843-1918), a surveyor-draftsman-farmer was the owner from about 1870 through 1918. Hiswife Mary L. Sawyer
continued to live here after his degth. The next owner was William F. Sawyer (1888-1959), Henty's son, a practicing
architect. The mogt recent occupant of the housewas William's daughter, Eleanor (1914- ), who, following her
father's desth in 1959, lived heredone in the company of many casuntil 1989. Although the house now sands vacant,
it isstill owned by Sawyer descendants

The location of the Sawyer Homestead isin one of the two upland agricultural aressof Sterling that were the most
intensaly settled in the townin the 18 and 19 centuries. During the 18¢ and early 19¢ century period the town was
mede up mostly of dispersed farmaeads, such asthis. There were no housssbuilt inthe present town center until about
1760. By 1830 there were only adozen dwellings standing in the center and mogt of the town's population was till
living on isolated farmsteads like the Sawyer Homesteed.

During itslate 19* and early 20* centuty ownership by Henty S Sawyer, the Sawyer Homesteed contained 57.18 acres
and was known &s "Oakhurst Farm. lllugtrations#9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 show the house and the bam as they gppeared in
the early 20* century period. During this period, Oakhurs Farm contained oak and walnut groves, woodland, brush and
sorout land, over 14 acres of pasture, and some 17 acres that were suitable for plowing and growing crops (see plan.
Ilustration # 1).

Mary Sawyer and "Mary Had a Little Lamb"

According to tradition, Mary Sawyer was the little girl who was followed to school by her pet lamb. The incident is
believed to have occurred about 1817 a the one-room ReddoneHill School in Sterling. The schoolhouse, which stood
about 6/|0ths of a mile north of the Sawyer Homesteed a the intersection of Rugg and Redstone Hill roads, wes later
moved from Sterling to Sudbury, Massachusetts. Snce Rugg Road did not extend its present length in the early 19*
centuty. Maty, her brother, and the lamb would have waked throughfiel dsand pagtures, rather than on aroad, to reach
the school fromtheir house. Mary, hersalf, described the eventsthat occurred after the lamb had followed her to school:

When the schoolhouse was reached the teacher had not arrived, and but few scholarswere there. Then |
began to think what | should do with the lamb while school was insesson. | took her downto my st ~
you know we had old-fashioned, high boarded-up seets then. Well, | put the lamb under the seet, put on
her blanket, and she lay downjust as quietly as could be. By-and-by | had to go out to recite and left the
lamb all right, but in amoment therewas aclatter, clatter onthe floor, and! knew it was the pattering of
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the hoofs of my lamb. The teecher laughed outright, and, of course, all the children giggled. | took the
lamb and put it inashed until | was ready to go home,

Visiting the school that forenoon was ayoung man named John Roulstone, anephew of the Rev.

Lemue Capen, who was then settled in Sterling, and with whom the young man was then preparing to
enter Harvard College. 'Y oung Roulstone was vety much pleased with the school incident, and the next
day he rode acrossthefieldson horseback, came to the little old schoolhouse, and handed me adip of
paper, which had written upon it three verses which are the origina lines, but snce then there have been
two [sic] versesadded by aMrs. Hale.

Despite the widespreed belief that the "Mary"” rhyme got its inspiration in Sterling, there exigs along-running debate
about the truth of that attribution. Another contender for authorship of the poem is Sarah Josspha Hale (1788-1879),
author of over twenty books and editor of the first American periodical for women, Godev's Lady's Book. She published
a poem, entitled "Mary'sLamb”, in her 1830 book Poemsfor Our Children. It contained not only the twelvelines said to
have bean composed by Roulstone but additiona lines, as well. When confronted with questions about the originality of
her poem, Mrs. Hale claimed adamantly to have been itsoriginal author. 1n 1878, ayear before e died, Mrs. Hde
ingructed her son to write on her behdf: "evety poam in this book was of her own compostion. What can have given
rise to the impression that some part of this particular poem was written by another person she doesnot know. Thereis
no foundation for it whatever."

Anna E. Sawyer, who wes aniece of Mary Sawyer and her nurse and companion in her final years, wrotein 1921:

So far as my aunt knew Mr Roulstone was the author of the poem, but she dways said she had no proof of it.
Being only alittle girl she did not kegp the paper upon which the twelve lines were written, and theselines
were not separated into danzas.

My aunt did not pay much attention to the claim of Mrs. Hae for she received the poem from Mr. Roulstone
about 1814 [sic] and Mrs. Hae did not claim authorship until a leest Sxteen yearslater. Mrs. Hde may have
added the last ganzasfor the poam as published in the school reeders contained a least twelve more linesthan
the one Mr. Roulstone gave my aunt. Had Mr. Roulstone not died 0 young undoubtedly the question of
authorship would have been definitely settled.

No matter who the actud author was Mary Sawyer (Mrs. Columbus Tyler) (Illustration # 5) popularized her claim to the
tale in 1878 while raising funds to save Boston's venerable Old South Meeting House. To sdll as afundraiser, Mrs. Tyler
mede and autographed severd hundred cardsto each of which was pinned apiece of yarn she got by unraveling stockings
that her mother, Betsy Sawyer, had made from the wool of her lamb (Illustration # 6). This philanthropic act crested
publicity for the tale of Maty and her lamb and irreversibly associated the rhymewith Maty Sawyer and with her native
town of Sterling, Massachusetts. Richard Walden Hale, angphew of Sarah JossphaHale, wrote in Centurv Magazine in
1904 that he believed that Mrs. Tyler's stoty about the lamb's having inspired a poem was probably true, but that she hed
forgotten the exact versethat John Roulsone had written. Hisinference was that, having lost the original copy of the
poem, Mrs. Tyler had substituted Mrs. Hal€'s poem in her mind for the one that hed actually been written for her by

(continued)
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Roulstone. He bdlieved that his aunt had written the original poem, but that the autographed fundraising cardswith the
lamb's wool hed confirmed (even though mistakenly) the truth of Mrs. Tyler'sclaim inthe mind of the public. He sawv
what had happened as the making of myth rather than as the telling of a true tale, as was intended by Mary Sawyer Tyler.

In 1917 a Sawyer family member further contributed to the public acogptance of Mary Sawyer as the "Mary" of "Mary
Had alLittle Lamb". That year a small book entitled The True Stoty of Maty and Her Little Lamb was published by Else
Eunice Sawyer, the daughter of a cousin of Mary Sawyer. Init she promoted not only Mary Sawyer hersdlf, but elso the
Sawyer Homestead (called the "Birthplace of Little Mary") and the Redstone Hill schoolhouse where the event recounted
in the rhyme had occurred. Thisbook gave arich histoty of the "true" story including early 1% centuty names
conversations, and descriptions of Sawyer farm, home, and school life. Her account was aso backed by notarized
affidavits by local personstestifying to the accuracy of the factsincluded in the book. Thisbook was reissued in 1927. It
wes reprinted again in 1988 and is still available. For mog of the 20* centuty this book hes been responsible for bringing
history-minded tourists to Sterling and to the Sawyer Homestead. It endswith the following lines:

Little Mary.. .grew up to womanhood and became atrue, noble woman, ever ministering to those
around her....The latter part of her life was goent in Somerville, neer Bogon. Mrs. [Mary Sawyer]
Tyler died December deventh, eighteen hundred eighty-nine, and is buried in the famous Mount
Auburn Cemetery, in Cambridge.

The home of her childhood still gands; and if you careto visit the interesting old town of Sterling,
you will find the samelittle house shdtered by many vines and overhanging branchesof trees. For
more information contect the Sterling Historical Society, where Mary Sawyer's wedding gown and
other momentos [sic] may be viewed.

Brief Biography of Mary Sawyer

Mary Elizabeth Sawyer (1806-1889) grew up and lived with her family in the Sawyer Homesteed,-then operated asa
farm. After completing her schooling in Sterling, she taught school for awhile in Fitchburg, Massachusetts. 1n about
1832 she became an employee of the McLean Asylum for the Insanein what is now Somerville, Massachusetts. Se later
was mede matron of the hospital and in 1835 married Columbus Tyler (died ¢.1879), the geward of the institution. The
1853 Annua Report of the hospital commented: "The economica affairs of the Asylum are mogt judiciously and
faithfully managed by Mr. Tyler, and to him and Mrs. Tyler, the excdlent Matron, we are indebted, in no small degree
for the successful operation of the institufion." The Tylers, who never had any children, retired from their work in 1862
and built alarge Ssoond Empire style house on Central Street on Spring Hill in Somerville. That houseis no longer
danding and its Ste isnow aparking lot.

It was not until Mrs. Tyler'slater yearsand her efforts to save Bogton's Old  South Church that she became known

(continued)



OMB AppnftiHa. t<ad-a)tl

United States Department o the Interior
Nationd Park Sarvice

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

8 5 Savyer Homesteed
Section number Page sterling (Worcester Co.), MA

outsde of Sterling for her part in the story of Mary and her lamb. 1t gppears, dso, that there was no real debete over the
authorship of the poam until her Old South fundraising efforts called attention to her gtory, for it was a about that same

time that Mrs. Hale made her datement claiming that the rhyme was entirdly hers.

Henry Ford and the Redgone Hill Schodhouse

In 1926 automobile manufacturer Henry Ford gave further support to the clam that Maty Sawyer's stoty was the tme
one. He bought the schoolhouse attended by Maty and her lamb, the Redgone Hill School in Sterling, and moved its
frame to Sudbuty, Massachusetts, where he recongmcted it as the first of severd buildings he gathered there as part of
his Wayside Inn complex (lllustrations 7 & 8). According to a 1927 articlein the Bogon Herald, the debate over the
authorship of the rhyme had been settled to Mr. Ford's satisfaction. He choseto bdieve the stoty of Maty Sawyer but

gave credit to Mrs. Hdefor the latter versesof therhyme:

Previous to the acquisition of the "Redsone’ schoolhouse by Mr. Ford in 1926, his investigators maede
athorough study of al the historical details conected [sic] with the famous nursery rhytne. The reaults
of their extendve research were published in the Dearbom Independent in March, 1927, and settle the
controversy with equa honor to Mrs. He and Mary Sawyer. One of the bronze memorid tablets placed
on the school housea Mr. Ford's Waysde Inn property reedsin part asfollows:

In honor of the children's classic
"MaryHad aLittle Lamb "
and of
Mary Elizabeth Sawyer - 1806-1889
The "Mary" of the poem
Rebecca Kimball, the teacher
John Roulstone, author of thefirst twelve lines
Sarah Josepha Hale
Whose genius completed the
poem initspresent form

In 1928 Ford published abook defending his stand. 1t was entitled The Story of Mary and Her Little Lamb as Told by
Mary and her Neighbors and Friends Towhich isadded a Critical Anaysis of the Poem.

"Mary Had aLittleLamb" and Touriam in Sterling

During the early 20* century, with more and more families owning automobiles, tourism to historic dtes acrossthe
country became widely popular. During this period, visitors came to Sterling from both near and far to see the Stes
asndated with Maty and her lamb. These Sghtseers, who came to drive by the home of Maty and to view "Maty"

(continued)
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memorabilia a the loca historical society, becameknown locally & "lambies’. The publication of Else Sawyer's Tme
Story of Mary and Her Little Lamb (lllustrafion # 9 ) and Henry Ford's move of the Redgtone Hill Schoolhouse to
Sudbuty and the publication of his"Mary and Her Little Lamb" book brought Sterling to the public eye as atourist

venue. Early 20* century postcards sent home by visitors o helped attract others to meke the pilgrimage to Sterling,
the home of "Mary Had aLittle Lamb". A postcard (lllustration #9) showing a picturesque view of the Sawyer
Homesteed bearsthe caption "HOUSE WHERE MARY (SAWYER) AND THELITTLE LAMB LIVED, STERLING,
MASS." Another (Illustration # 10), showing both the house and the barn, isentitled "Birthplace of Maty and the Little
Lamb, Sterling, Mass." In the 1960's a sculpture of alamb was placed on Sterling Common to commemorate the story of
Mary and her lamb. It too became apopular site for Sterling's "lambies' tovisit.  When the lamb scul pture was golen in
1990, h was quickly replaced with anew one ingtdled once again onthe common in 1991 (Illustration # 14).

The Architecture of the Sawyer Homesteed

An excdlent example of the small, unadorned, one-and-a-hadf-gory farmhouses that were common in Central
Massachusetts during the 18* and 19* centuries, the Sawyer Homestead gppearsto be one of the leest dtered examplesin
Sterling of an 18*-19* century dwelling. Itsone-and-a-haf-story height, Sde-gable form, and modest Sze are
representative of the dwellings occupied by large numbers of ordinaty familiesin Worcester County during the late 18*
and early 19* centuries as hes been documented by Michael Steinitz' sudy of housesrecorded in the 1798 Direct Tax
Census. The preservation of ahouse such as this offers insght into the domegtic setting in which everyday life was most
typicaly lived inmral Massachusatts before the end of the 19* century. Itisof particular interest because small houses
of this sort have survived far lessfrequently than have the larger dwellings of more affluent familiesbuih during the same

period.

Magjor changes meade to the houseduring the 19* century reflect the changesin expectations that were typica of the
period in New England. The first major changes to the original "Sguare Plan" Sawyer Homestead may have been the
addifion to the eest end of the original house and the raising of the roof to create a half-story sscond floor. These changes
may have been made sometime in the early 19* century, a period when many New England dwellings were being made
larger due to the post-Revolutionary demand for amore refined life style and for greater persond privacy. During the

late 18*-early 19* century period. New Englanders were building larger new houses and expanding older houses to
provide more specidized living goace, auch as separate kitchens and individual bedchambers  Prior to thistime it wasnot
unusud for large families, in al but the wedthiest homes, to live inonly two rooms. While smal houses continued to be
built and to be usad by large familieswell into the mid-19* century, larger housesand more specidized living Soeces
were consdered desirable by increasing numbers of New England fami lies during this period.

Both the esstem addition and the raising of the roof would have expanded the existing living goeceof the Sawyer
Homestead. However, the raising of the roof would have hed a particularly notable influence on how life was lived in the
house dnce it probably provided the family with aprivacy of degping arangements that it had never before enjoyed.
Photo # 13 shows two of the upgtairs rooms of the house as they gppear today. Photo # 11 shows dairs to the sscond
level possibly added a the same time.

(eontinuecQ
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An important later addition to the Sawyer house further accomplished the popular 19* century god of providing ordinary
houseswith more living goace and specidized rooms.  The addition of elsto New England houseswes relatively rare
before about 1800. Studies of New England farmhouses by Thomeas C. Hubka have shown that before 1800 all major
domedtic rooms were typically contained within the main body of the house. He found that with the change in New
England agriculture from subsgence farming to market fanning, the constmction of service dls became more common
& an aid to more efficient, larger scdle agricultural processng. By 1800 many wedthy New England farmers hed moved
their kitchens to attached ells. Many other farmers, wedlthy or not, continued to build their kitchens as an integrd part of
the main body of the house until the advent of the cook stove during the early 19* century.

Asaresult of astrong movement in New England toward improved farming techniques, the period between about 1820
and 1860 was one of intense rural remodeling and of the expanson in New England farmhouses. The addifion of the reer
ell a the Sawyer Homestead ssams to have been areflection of this period of regiond rural improvement. The new ell
would have provided not only akitchen (probably with amodem cookstove) separated from other activities of family life,
but aso gorage goace and workspace for farm production activities. Becauselittle is presently known about the farming
carried on during the 19* century a the Sawyer Homesteed, itisimpossible to say with any precision how the specific
nesdsor production of the farm itself might have affected the construction of the ell.

Architectural festures, such as four-panel doors and 6/6 window sseh found in the present one-dtory reer ell suggest that
the ell was added to the Sawyer Homestead during the mid-19* centuty. Other mid-19* centuty features, including grain
painting and Blake latches on interior doors of the main body of the house, and corner blocks on the smple door frame a
the main entrance are indicationsthat genera renovations and redecorating probably aso accompanied the construction
of theell. The exigence of Blake latches on doors throughout the ell and the redecorated sections of the main body of
the house suggests a post-1840 datefor this addition and remodeling.

Further physica and documentary reseerch is necessary to confirm the presumed dates of the above-described  scenario.
Further research could aso provide more detailed information about the changes mede to the housethat will allow a
better understanding of the livesof the Sawyers a different periods of their occupancy of the house

William Francis Sawyer, the Sawyer Homestead and the Colonial Revival Style

William Francis Sawyer, owner of the Sawyer Homesteed during the early-mid-20* century period, was the brother of
Elsie Eunice Sawyer, the author of the previoudy-mentioned book. The Tme Story of Mary and Her Little Lamb. They
both grew up inthis housewith two brothers, Arthur and Ezra, aSgter, Mabd, and their parents, Henry S and Mary
(Burpee) Sawyer. Their grandfather, Samud Sawyer (b.1800), was afirst cousn to Mary Sawyer. Samud'sfather, Ezra,
and Mary'sfather, Thomas, were brothers. William Sawyer first studied agriculture, completing his degreein 1908. He
later studied architecture and became aregisered architect, working in the offices of the architectura firm. Frog,
Chamberlain and Edwards, and a the end of hislife for Franklyn R. Williams, Inc. in the neerby city of Worcester.

Architectural drawings, drafting implements, and reference worksfound in the outbuilding & Sawyer Homesteed suggest
that he kept his architect's office there a one time. Drawings and papersin the officeindicate that he preferred the
Colonia Revival style of architecture and was involved in preservation and restoration work. Among his pgperswere
aso found messured drawings of the Sawyer Homestead house and bam.  They include not only floor plans(llustrations

(continued)
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#2,3& 4) but dso devations of al the exterior facades and someinterior devations and details. Measured drawings of
the now missing bam (the supposad place of birth of Maty's lamb) include Illustration # 15, which shows themain
facade of the bam, devations of the other three facades, and plans of the ground and first floors, as well.

During his ownership of the Sawyer Homesteed, William Sawyer gpparently saw to its preservation and was respongble
for the addition about 1931 of the Federd Reviva style garage (lllustration # 16). He isbdieved to have supplied the
exigting outbuilding (called ashop inearlier tax records) with features such as aColonia Revival syle closet. Colonia
Revivd syle privy, and handwrought ironwork. A report written in 1998 by architectural consultant, John Goff,
indicates that drawings found inthe office show "that Sawyer was responsible for architecturally remodding the Sawyer
House in the early 20* century inasympeathetic Colonial Reviva Style...." Goff dso believes that Sawyer wes
respongble for the construcfion of outbuildings (now collgpsing, s Photo # 6) near the Ste of the former bam on the
opposite dde of the road from the house

From William F. Sawyer's known works and surviving persond effects (including architectural
textbooks recently located), it gpopearshe took aspecid interest in designing vertical-board 18*
century style partitions, desgning 18+ centuty style wood batten doors, installing "Colonial" style
recycled or replicawrought iron hardware, as well as designing practica farm outbuildings. From
the combination of these interests, he is additionally credited with designing and constructing the
two Colonial Revival (with olde style batten doors) farm buildingswhich now barely survive across
Rugg Road, south of the [dite of the] old Farm Barn.

Further physica investigation and documentary research is necessary to confirm or deny this suggestion. Doubt is cast
upon Goff ssuggedtion that Sawyer remodded the house and designed the outbuildings snce Sawyer's own early 20*
century plans, apparently done before he had completed his architectura training, show the house unchanged fromiits
present configuration. A 1907 plan of the farm (Illustration # 1) shows the outbuildings dready in place. However, if
Sawyer were proven to have been responsible for any such work on the house or the bam outbuildings, the presence of
his hand would increesetheir historical interest and significance.

William F. Sawyer was not done in his interest in preserving historic buildingsand in reproducing new buildingsin the
formsand with the details found in early American architecture. A strong interest in early American architecture existed
in this country all during the last two decadesof the 19* century. The Colonia Revival style favored by Sawyer first
became popular in the United States after the 1876 Centennial Exposition was held in Philadelphiato honor the one-
hundredth anniversary of the birth of the Americanrepublic. Exhibited a that exposition were buildingsinspired by
historic early American examples Excited both by the patriotism and the nostalgia represented in these buildings,
Americans adopted the Colonia Revival style wholeheartedly. From about 1880 through the 1940'sthis style was widely
popular acrassthe United States. 1t was ussd not only for dwellings but dso for institutional and public buildings.
During the late 19* centuty, most examples of the style were not intended to replicate actud historic buildings. Rather,
they often incorporated Classica features and details found on buildingsof the Colonia and Federd periods with
features of the popular Quean Anne style.

The Colonia Reviva style of William Sawyer's day was shgped by dightly different influences. During the early 20*

(continued)
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centuty the style became lessfreewheeling and more influenced by the designs of actud historic buildings. This greater
concem with historical accuracy coincided with the redlization that much of the countty's early architecture wasfast
being lost. During the 1920's, publications, such as the White Fine periodica series, included actua meesured drawings
of Colonia and Federd period buildings and their detailing. Such publications made it eeser for designers to sse how
early American buildings actually looked and encouraged amore historically accurate brand of the Colonia Revival.

In Sawyer's day the Colonial Revival style of architecture was only one part of amuch broader interest in the countty's
past. The sareintereds in early architecture that created the Colonial Reviva style dso brought about a grester public
reverence for the American past and an awareness of the need for historic preservation. Severd events worked together
to promote an increased public interest in American history, scholarship in the field of historical architecture,
historically-inspired architecture, and historic preservation.

Thefollowing listing of events gives an idea of the spirit of the times, the setting for the Colonial Revival style interests
of William Sawyer, and the milieu in which the "Mary's Lamb" legend was embraced by automobile tourism. 1n 1904
the United States govemment took an important first sep toward the responsible guardianship of historic properties under
itsjurisdiction with a survey of antiquities on Federd lands. Thiseffort resulted in the Antiquities Act of 1906, which
provided for their protection. In 1910, shortly after a successful effort to save Boston's historic Paul Revere Housefrom
demolition, William Sumner Appleton established the first regiona historic preservation organization in the United
States, the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. The first American open-air historical musaums got
their gartsin the 1920's. 1n 1926 John D. Rockefdler, . undertook the in-situ restoration of the 18* century buildings
of colonial Williamsburg, Virginia, cregting an outdoor mussum in an actud lived-in community. Automobile
manufacturer, Henry Ford, created a complex of historic restorations around the WaysideInn, in Sudbury, Massachusdts,
which had been mede famous by the poet Longfellow. Ashas been mentioned, he moved the Redstone Hill Schoolhouse
there from Sterling in 1927. He later added agrist mill and achapd to the group. In 1928 Ford continued his interest
aong these lineswhen he began work on amuch larger outdoor museum, Greenfield Village, in Dearbom, Michigan,
where he moved historic buildings to creste avillage setting. 1n 1933, the first major on-going effort to record important
examples of American architecture got underway when the Historic American Buildings Survey was established by the
United States govemment under the auspicesof the National Park Service.

Thesewell-publicized documentation, preservation, and education efforts led to an increasing interest in and knowledge
of actua examples of early American buildings, not only by scholars and architects, but dso by the generd public. These
efforts helped to promote historic tourism and encouraged the popularity of amore "historically correct” version of the
Colonial Revival style. This trend was especidly strong during the 1920's and 1930's when William Sawyer added the
garageto the Sawyer Homesteed and when "Mary's Lamb™ tourism in Sterling was & ahigh point.

Archaeological Significance
Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Sterling are poorly understood, any surviving dtesin the nominated areacould
be significant. Prehigtoric dtesin the areacan be significant by contributing information relating to Native American

ubsgtence and settlement paitems in the Central Massachusatts\Worcester Plateau uplands and the interior zone of the

(continued)
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Nashua River drainage. Potentia prehistoric sites on the nominated property may be limited to smdler, short-term
campsteswith afocus on upland resources and secondaty wetlands. These Stesmay contain important information that
assodaesthem on afunctional, seesond and tempord basiswith larger habitation Stes located nesr magjor ponds, lakes,
rivers and brooks.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to document the evolution of afamily farm over
three centuries in the Central Massachusetts uplands. Structural remiains from outbuildings on the property can help
document the layout of the farm over time, possibly identifying changesin thety pesof agricultural production.
Information may aso be present identifying functional changesin structures or adaptive reuse as resdency, possibly for
recreation, becamemore important than agriculture. Detailed analyss of the contents of occupationa related features can
a0 be important in documenting the life of the Sawyer family who occupied the farm from the 18t"through 20*

centuries. Information from occupationa related festures can potentially contribute information on specific periods of
occupation a the farm and by extrapolation different periods of life in the town and region. Archaeological resources can
potentially contribute information that describesthree centuries of social, cultural and economic changeon asmdl

Central Massachusetts farm.

(end)
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Unknown Author. "Historical Notes about MclLean Hospital, Belmont, Massachusatts A Division of the Massachusetts
Generd Hospital", cl966. Typewritten manuscript. Collection Somerville Public Libraty.

Photographs
Sawyer Homestead photographs. Collection Diane Melone, Sterling.

Interviews

S Ceccaca with Somerville Historical Commisson, Somerville, Massachusetts November 19, 1999, regarding the
"no-longer-standing” status of the Columbus Tyler housein Somerville.
S Ceccaca with Diane Melone, Sterling, October 1999.
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Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _apprQX, 33 acres.

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

4.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

JE_ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Fnrm Prepared By

nameftitte  Susan McD. Ceccacci, and David Gibbs with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date  -iiJiy 2000
street & number 220 Mornssey Boulevard . telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston .state  MA_ .zip code 02125

Additinnal nnriimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Prnperty Owngr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Diane Melone and Lori E. Barr
street & number 4 Kendall Road . telephone 978-422-6442
city or town. Sterling .state  MA_ . Zip code 01564

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



MPSfan* 104007
p-Bq OMB AopnxW No. 1024-001$

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sawvyer Homesteed
Section number Page n sterling (Worcegter Co.), MA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The areaiincluded in the Sawyer Homestead nomination includes the house lot shown on Town of Sterling Assessor's
Map 11, Lot 8A. Also includedisalot (Map 11, Lot 30) across Rugg Road fromthe houselot. Thislot isaportion of a

single parcd described by the Sterling Assessor as congisting of two lots (Map 11, Lot 30 and Map 11, Lot 34). Lot 34 of
this parcel isnot part of the nomination.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The lot included with the house. Map 11, Lot 8A, isaportion of the much larger original acreege of the Sawyer farm.

The lot across Rugg Road from the house. Map 11, Lot 30, was historically part of the Sawyer farm and was the Ste of its
bam and related agricultural outbuildings.

(end)



HnformiO-90a-4

United Statfs quertment of the Interior

Nati'ond

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sdi'on numbe
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM REFERENCES

1. 19
Zone

2. 19
Zone

Zone

Zone

5. 19
Zone

6. 19
Zone

7. 19
Zone

Zone

9. 19
Zone

274780
Easting

274860
Easting

274900
Easting

275350
Easting

275280
Easting

275960
Easting

275940
Easting

275860
Easting

275840
Easting

4701900
Northing

4701880
Northing

4701760
Northing

4701980
Northing

4700080
Northing

4701240
Northing

4701990
Northing

4701970
Northing

4701940
Northing
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: " , e Homesteed
gection number-illus® Page—i serling (Worcester Co.), M A

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

ILLUSTRATION #1 1907 plan showing the extent of the farm of the Sawyer Homesteed. The
house and outbuilding are ssen here before construction of the garage. The bam is ssen eedt of
the intersection of Maple Strest and Rugg Road with itsfull complement of outbuildings.
(Worcester County Registry of Deeds)

ILLUSTRATION #2 First floor plan of the housea Sawyer Homesteed. Early 20* centuty
meaaured drawing done by William F. Sawyer, done es an exercise as part of his architectura
training. (Collection Diane Melone)

ILLUSTRATION #3 Second floor plan of the housea Sawyer Homestead. Early 20* century
messured drawing by William F. Sawyer, done as an exercise as part of his architectural training.
(Collection Diane Melone)

ILLUSTRATION #4 Cdlar plan of the housea Sawyer Homesteed. Early 20* century
messured drawing by William F. Sawyer, done as an exercise as part of his architectura training.
(Collection Diane Melone)

ILLUSTRATION #5 Portrait photograph of Mary Sawyer Tyler (Mrs. Columbus Tyler) taken
in later years.

ILLUSTRATION #6 Photocopy of a photogrgph of one of the cards mede and autogrgphed by
Mary Sawyer Tyler to sal as afundraiser in the effort to save Old South Meeting House in
Bogton from demolition. At the center of the card isa drand of yam medefrom wool from the
first shearing of "Mary's LittleLamb."

ILLUSTRATION #7 RedgoneHill Schoolhouse atended by Mary Sawyer and her lamb after
its move from Sterling and 1927 recongtruction by Henry Ford a the Wayside Inn, Sudbury,
Massachusetts (Photo, collection Diane Meone)

ILLUSTRATION #8 Interior of recongmcted ReddoneHill Schoolhouse, Sudbury,
Massachusetts (Photo, collection Diane M e one)

ILLUSTRATION #9 Early 20* centuty encouragementsto "Mary had aLittle Lamb" tourism.
Left: cover of Else Eunice Sawyer's 1917 book. Right: early 20' centuty postcard showing
Sawyer Homesteed as home of Maty and the lamb.
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ILLUSTRATION #10 Enlarged postcard photograph showing the Sawyer Homesteed with
house and bam after 1918. View taken from lot south of the house. (Collection Diane Melone)

ILLUSTRATION #11 Early 20* century photograph of main and west facades of house at
Sawvyer Homesteed. (Collection Diane Meone)

ILLUSTRATION #12 Sawyer Homestead (above) and barn (below), early mid-20™ century
photographs (Collection Diane Melone)

ILLUSTRATION #13 Sawyer Homestead bam about tum of 20* centuty (Collection Diane
Melone)

ILLUSTRATION #14 Photograph of 1991 lamb scul pture on Sterling Common (Associated
Press photo)

ILLUSTRATION #15 Sawyer Homesteed barn, main faBade, messured drawing by William F.
Sawyer, early 20 century (Collection Diane Melone)

ILLUSTRATION#16 Han and devation of garage atached to existing outbuilding a Sawyer
Homegtead, part of a larger shest of drawings mede in 1931 by William F. Sawyer, architect, 25
Lancader Street, Worcester. (Collection Diane Meone)

ILLUSTRATION #17 Hypothetica original plan (drawn by Susan Ceccacci)
PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs 15 taken by David Gibbs, April 1998

L FaBede (south facing)
2. FeBade (west Sde)

3. Outbuilding (west Sde)
4. FeBade (from southeest)
5. Eadt dde

Photographs 6-13 taken by Susan Ceccacci, November 1999
Negatives in possession of Diane Mdone

6. Collapsing outbuildings on former bam lot, looking E from Rugg Road

7. Interior, entrance hall, looking W a panded wall and door to dairsto 2** level

8. Interior, entrance hall, SV comer with horizontal moulded wainscoat on Swall and
door to 2™ level on W wall.

. Interior, entrance hall, looking eest into SE front room
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10 Interior, NW room, looking into ell
11. Interior, SW front room looking W into entry hall and stairway to second level
12. Interior, SV front room N wall looking NE
13 Interior, 2°" level, front rooms looking E

(end)
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ILLUSTRATION # 1

1907 plan showing the extat of the farm of the Sawe Homesteed.  The house

and outbuilding are sssn hare before condmction of the garege Thebam is sean

eed of the intersection of Mgde Srest and Rugg Roed with itsfull complamat of outbuildings

(Worceter County Regidty of Deary

Plan i

PLAN OF
HENRY S. SAWYER FARM IN STERLING
OWNED BV MARY E. BUTTI RICK

CONTAINING 57.18 ACRI>
}ee. 1907

0












MARY SAWYER TYLER

ILLUSTRATION #5 Portrait photograph of Mary Sawyer Tyler (Mrs. Coliunbus Tyler) taken inher later years



Photo of Mary'sautoff-aph and a piece of rhe kmrted yamfrom tfiefirst fleece of
Mary's Littfe iMnt).

ILLUSTRATION # 6
Photooopy of a phatograph of ane of the cards made and autographed by Maty Sawyer Tyler to sdl asafundraiser in the

effort to save Old South Medting House in Bogonfi-omdemdition. At the canter of the card isa rand of yam made from
wod fromthefir stshearing of Mary's ™" LittleLamb".



ILLUSMMTION #7

Redgone Hill Schoolhouse atended by Maty Sawyer and her lamb after its move from Sterling and 1927reconstmction
by Henry Ford a the Waysde Inn, Sudbury, Massachusetts  (Photograph, Coallection Diane Meone)



ILLUSTRATION # 8 Interior of recondmcted Redgone Hill Schoohouse, Sudbury, Massaechusatts.  (Photograph, Collection Diane Meone)



ILLUSTRATION #9 Ealy 20" cantuty encoragamats to "Maty Had a Little Lamb” tourism.
Left: Cove of Hse Bunice Sawvye’s 1917 book.  Right: Early 20¢ century postcard
shonving Sawe Homeseed as hame of Maty and the lamb.

THITRUE SCRY(CHVIARY
AD HER LITTLE LAMB

As RETALD BY
H.SE BNCE SWYHER
ILLU;SpATED



ILLUSTRATION # 10 Enlarged postcard photograph showing the Sawyer Homesteed with houseand bam after 1918. View taken from lot
south of the housa. (Collection Diane Mdone)



IS"::--

r:n oo S © Al LAY IRV

ILLUSTRATION # 11 Ealy 20* centuty photograph of main and wes facades of housea Sawvyer Homesteed. (Collection Diane Meone)



ILLUSTRATION #12 Sawyer Homestead house (above) and bam (below), early-mid-20* -century photographs.
(Cdllection Diane Mdone)



ILLUSTRATION # 13  Sawye Homesteed Bam about tum of 20* century' (Collection Diane Méeone)



ILLUSTRATION #14
Photogrgoh of 1991 lamb sculpture an Sterling Common (Assodaed Press photo)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

July 20, 2000

Ms. Carol Shull ip”, if-"--

National Regigter of Historic Places | [ D
Department of the Interior

National Park Service r

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 \ \' jni ), "QAQ
1849 C Street, NW \ |
Washington, DC 20240 \ L..,-- -

" NATIGNAL . !3iir., HSTCRY
Dear Ms. Shull: : N oM

MAi IONAL PARK SERVICE
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:

Sawvyer Homesteed, 108 Maple Street, Sterling (Worcester), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has bean sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg n
Nationa Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Diane Melone, Lori Ban-
Susan Ceccacci, Preservation Consultant
Cathy DiGrazia, Chair, Sterling Historical Commission
Robert Protano, Chair, Sterling Planning Board
Brian Kennedy, Chair, Sterling Board of Selectmen
David W. Gibbs, Sterling Historical Society

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



