AN ho gocch53y

FORM A - AREA SURVEY
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON

Form numbers inthis area Area no.

liir-C

Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1. Town Wor cest er

Nane of area (if any) Sargent Street

Manufacturing District

2. Phot 3 %
oto (3x3" or 3x5 1S66-1892

Staple to left side of form 3. General date or period
Photo number

4. lsarea uniform (explain): no (Second

in style? Empire & utilitarian)

in condition? yes (fair)

in type of ownership? Y©° (private)

in use? (commercial/industrial)

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
propertiesfor which individual reports are completed (jn Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

S, Lee

DO NOT WRITE IN THISSPACE 6. Recorded by ¢4 B.R. Pfeiffer
USGS Quadrant L .

Organization Heritage Pres. Soc,
MHC Photo no.

Date revised February 1979

(over) (_)TH
19/Z (b9500/V™ 6" 0

M_0—"7C—nnc 1/ICC



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The Sargent Street Manufacturing District i1 slocated immediately east of
the Junction of the Boston and Al bany, theNorwich andV/orcester, and the
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroads, The construction of these
railroad beds i nthe md-nineteenth century led t ot hedevel opnent of

the surrounding area as one of V/iorcester's major manufacturing centers, f;
known as t helJimction. Having developed into a densely built industrial |,
district by the early twentieth century, theJmction remained an active '
center of manufacturing until the md-twentiethcentury when the decline

of thecity's center and t hedeparture of many firms brought about t he
demolition of many factories andleft thearea with only fragmented
remains of i tsindustrial past. Containing three factories, the Sargent
Street Manufacturing District has historical associationswith two im
portant local industries (the manufacture of machine cards for thetextile
i ndustry and the manufacture of building materials), andpreserves a

sense of thelJunction's former industrial character. Particularly important
is theSargent Card-Clothing Factory (300 Southbridge Street), oneof
Worcester's earliest remaining factory buildings and a unique exanple of
a once important building type. Includedi nthedistrict are: e

300 Southbridge Street - The Sar?ent Card-Clothing Factory, built i n 1866,
is one of the nost architecturally significant factory buildingsi n
Worcester, The structure is built of brick, twostories highwith a third
storey enclosed by a mansard roof; the walls aredivided b%/ Fiers into

even bays, each of which rises toa corbelled head and corbelled cornice.
Centered i nthe building's west endis a square-plan tov,er which runsto
four stories (original hip-on-hip roof removed i ntwentieth century).

O its west face thetov;er contains the building's major entry, a date

pl ac?ue and a nane placque. The tower's north, west and south el evations
are framed by corner piers which support blind arches at the fourth storey.
Set within each arch i s a single oculus. The Sargent Factory is remarkably
simlar tothat of T,E Earle (also a card manufacturer) built in 1827
(demolished). The Sargent Factory's plan anddetails are characteristic
of a large ntinber of factories burlt inV/ orcester during the last half of
the nineteenthcentuiry, including thefirst factories built for the use
of individual firms. During theiBBGs the plan was modified by the
elimnation of mansard roofs and by | owering of tower heights until the
tower's position was merely occupied by a projecting stairhall. Subse-
quent demolitions of earlJLier factory buildings have left the Sargent

(cont,)
8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

Worcester Historical Society, Biography file, (E, Sargent, obit.)
Vlorcester Commercial, "vol.l, no.3, 7/1892, pp. 122-12"~. (Whitconb Co.)
Vliorcester Illustrated Business Cuide (188l) p. 58 (illustrations
. 300 Sout hbridge and 5 Sargent)
Rice, F. Worcester of 1898, pp. i|97~1;99 (Witconb Co.)
Washburn, C* Industrial Worcester, pp. 77-79 (Sargent Co.), pt>"118,
~ 122-121| (V/hitconb),
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. Factory andtheAshworth and Jones Factory (Survey Form#173-B) as the
only viell-preserved exanples of their type.

In 1866, Joseph B. and Edward Sargent, brothers, whose father operated

a successful card-clothing factory i nLeicester, formed t he Sargent
Card-Cl othing Conpany andbuilt 300Southbridge Street. By [88],the
firmwas anong t helargest of its type i nthe United States, manufacturing
"Machine Cards for Cotton, Whol and Fl ax machinery." Involved i n a
complex series of partnerships, theSargent Card-Clothing Conpany act ed
"as special agents for theJanes Smth V/oolen Machinery Conpany of

Phil adel phia" by 188/. By 1886 the bu5| ness had becone a part of the
Sargent Hardware Conpany andi nl1890 t hebusiness was sold t othe Anmerican
Card Clothing Conpajiy, a conglomerate which purchased all but twocard-
clothing factories i nthe United States. Biographical information regarding
the Sargent brothers i sscarce, asneither seens ever tohave livedi n
Viorcest™r. Still i n usefor industrial purposes, theSar?ent Factory
BU|Id|n% I san important survivor of Worcester's industrial past and
should be preserved, should a threat t oi t scontinued existence arise.

5 Sargent Street - Bearing a stylistic resemblance t ot heSargent Factory,
the Rice andGriffin was built prior toor during 1890 Originallythe
building was three stories high with a corbelled cornice andpiers
dividing its southwall into five equal bays. Thestructure was enclosed
by a pitched roof which was removed i nt heearly twentieth century when
the present fourth storey was added. The Rice andGriffin Manufacturing
Conpany was founded i nl1866 (according toits advertisements) although
the ftirra isnotlisted i ncity directories vintil 1869, 1n1872 the
conpany was first |listed at 5 Sargent Street, where it remained until
1905. Principals i nthefirmwere Erving F, Rice (1838-1896), Robert S
Griffin (1835-1902) and V.F. Knowlton (whowi thdrew fromthe conpany
before 1872), The conpany began with t hemanufacture of "moul di ngs, doors,
sash & blinds"; 1 nth”|1870s t hemanufacture of architectural ornanent
was expanded. 1n.1875 t he conpany advertised that i thad"the only
Machine i nNew England that will work circle rope mouldings, cutting right
and left," Anillustration of anornate Victorian cottage (mre of a
decorative fantasy) accorapanies t he 1875 advertisement, showing soneof
the conpany's products. |t seens |ikely that much of theVictorian wood-
work that remains onVi/orcester buildings was nade i nthis factory.
Expansi on of the business resulted i ntheaddition of a small wi ng on
Sargent Street (ca, 1890), additions along Gold Street andt he addition
of afourth storey.(early 20th century) to the.l870factory building,

(cont,)
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125 Gold Street-- The V/hitcomb Manufacturing Company Factory, built in
1092, is a tvjo-storey brick building of utilitarian design. Founded in
151)9 by Carter and Alonzo V.hitcomb as C, V/hitcomb Company, the firm
became the first successful manufacturer of copying presses in the
United States, Having rented in several iifferent locations, the
companjr occupied the rear portion of 5 Sargent Street from 1877 until
1692. During this time the firm advertised its products as "metal

laners, shears, punches and copying presses, In 1905t heVjhitconb
nufacturing Conpany nerged with four other firms toformthe

Vvhitcomb=Bl ai sdel | Machi ne Tool Gonpanv.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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7,

i-ddress

300 Southbridge
Street

5 Sargent Street

13']. Gold Street

Property List
Assessors' Data present Oaner

iiook 5» P» "2 Saul Tal bert
Lot 13—31,251; sq. ft,

Book 5, T3» 12 Mix H Rubenstein. Trustee
Lot 1041 ,955 sq, ft,

Book 5, t>, 12 Sal bro Realty Corp.
Lot 6A—10, 938 sq, ft.

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm
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