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Photo number 

1. Town Worcester 

Name of area (if any) Sargent Street 

Manufacturing D i s t r i c t 

3. General date or period IS66-I892 

4. Is area uniform (explain): no (Second 

in style? Empire & u t i l i t a r i a n ) 

yes ( f a i r ) 
in condition? 

yes ( p r i v a t e ) in type of ownership? 

in use? ( c o m m e r c i a l / i n d u s t r i a l ) 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed (jn Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

The Sargent Street Manufacturing D i s t r i c t i s located immediately east of 
the Junction of the Boston and Albany, the Norwich and V/orcester, and the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroads, The construction of these 
r a i l r o a d beds i n the mid-nineteenth century led to the development of 
the surrounding area as one of V/orcester's major manufacturing centers, f; 
known as the Jimction. Having developed i n t o a densely b u i l t i n d u s t r i a l , 
d i s t r i c t by the early twentieth century, the Jmction remained an active ' 
center of manufacturing u n t i l the mid-twentieth century when the decline 
of the c i t y ' s center and the departure of many firms brought about the 
demolition of many fa c t o r i e s and l e f t the area w i t h only fragmented 
remains of i t s i n d u s t r i a l past. Containing three f a c t o r i e s , the Sargent 
Street Manufacturing D i s t r i c t has h i s t o r i c a l associations w i t h two im­
portant l o c a l industries (the manufacture of machine cards f o r the t e x t i l e 
industry and the manufacture of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s ) , and preserves a 
sense of the Junction's former i n d u s t r i a l character. P a r t i c u l a r l y important 
i s the Sargent Card-Clothing Factory (300 Southbridge S t r e e t ) , one of 
Worcester's e a r l i e s t remaining factory buildings and a unique example of . 
a once important b u i l d i n g type. Included i n the d i s t r i c t are: • 

300 Southbridge Street - The Sargent Card-Clothing Factory, b u i l t i n 1866, 
i s one of the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t factory buildings i n 
Worcester, The structure i s b u i l t of b r i c k , two stories high w i t h a t h i r d 
storey enclosed by a mansard roof; the walls are divided by piers i n t o 
even bays, each of which rises to a corbelled head and corbelled cornice. 
Centered i n the building's west end i s a square-plan tov;er which runs to 
four stories ( o r i g i n a l hip-on-hip roof removed i n twentieth century). 
On i t s west face the tov;er contains the building's major entry, a date 
placque and a name placque. The tower's n o r t h , west and south elevations 
are framed by corner piers which support b l i n d arches at the f o u r t h storey. 
Set w i t h i n each arch i s a single oculus. The Sargent Factory i s remarkably 
similar to that of T,E, Earle (also a card manufacturer) b u i l t i n 18^7 
(demolished). The Sargent Factory's plan and d e t a i l s are characteristic 
of a large ntimber of f a c t o r i e s b u i l t i n V/orcester during the l a s t h a l f of 
the nineteenth centuiry, including the f i r s t f a c t o r i e s b u i l t f o r the use 
of i n d i v i d u a l f i r m s . During the iBBOs the plan was modified by the 
elimination of mansard roofs and by lowering of tower heights u n t i l the 
tower's p o s i t i o n was merely occupied by a proj e c t i n g s t a i r h a l l . Subse­
quent demolitions of earlJLfer factory buildings have l e f t the Sargent 

( c o n t , ) 
8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc. 

Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society, Biography f i l e , (E, Sargent, o b i t . ) 
V/orcester Commercial, " v o l . I , no.3, 7/1892, pp. 122-12^. (Whitcomb Co.) 
V/orcester I l l u s t r a t e d Business Guide ( l 8 8 l ) p. 58 ( i l l u s t r a t i o n s 

. , . 300 Southbridge and 5 Sargent) 
Rice, F. Worcester of 1898, pp. i|97~l;99 (Whitcomb Co.) 
Washburn, C"̂  I n d u s t r i a l Worcester, pp. 77-79 (Sargent Co.), pt>^ 118, 

~ 122-12l| (V/hitcomb), 
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Indicate eadi item on inventory fomi which is being continued beloiv. 

7. Factory and the Ashworth and Jones Factory (Survey Form #173-B) as the 
only v/ell-preserved examples of t h e i r type. 

In 1866, Joseph B. and Edward Sargent, brothers, whose father operated 
a successful card-clothing f a c t o r y i n Leicester, formed the Sargent 
Card-Clothing Company and b u i l t 300 Southbridge Street. By I 8 8 I , the 
f i r m was among the largest of i t s type i n the United States, manufacturing 
"Machine Cards f o r Cotton, Wool and Flax machinery." Involved i n a 
complex series of partnerships, the Sargent Card-Clothing Company acted 
"as special agents f o r the James Smith V/oolen Machinery Company of 
Philadelphia" by I 8 8 I . By I886 the business had become a part of the 
Sargent Hardware Company and i n I890 the business was sold to the American 
Card Clothing Compajiy, a conglomerate which purchased a l l but two card-
clothing f a c t o r i e s i n the United States. Biographical information regarding 
the Sargent brothers i s scarce, as neither seems ever to have l i v e d i n 
V/orcest^^r. S t i l l i n use f o r i n d u s t r i a l purposes, the Sargent Factory 
Building i s an important survivor of Worcester's i n d u s t r i a l past and 
should be preserved, should a threat to i t s continued existence arise. 

5 Sargent Street - Bearing a s t y l i s t i c resemblance to the Sargent Factory, 
the Rice and G r i f f i n was b u i l t p r i o r to or during I89O. O r i g i n a l l y the 
bui l d i n g was three sto r i e s high w i t h a corbelled cornice and piers 
d i v i d i n g i t s south w a l l i n t o f i v e equal bays. The structure was enclosed 
by a pitched roof which was removed i n the early twentieth century when 
the present f o u r t h storey was added. The Rice and G r i f f i n Manufacturing 
Company was founded i n I866 (according to i t s advertisements) although 

the f i r r a i s not l i s t e d i n c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s v i n t i l I869, In 1872 the 
company was f i r s t l i s t e d at 5 Sargent Street, where i t remained u n t i l 
1905. Principals i n the f i r m were Erving F, Rice (I838-I896), Robert S. 
G r i f f i n (1835-1902) and V/.F. Knowlton (who withdrew from the company 
before I872), The company began w i t h the manufacture of "mouldings, doors, 
sash & blinds " ; i n t h ^ l870s the manufacture of a r c h i t e c t u r a l ornament 
was expanded. In.1875 the company advertised that i t had "the only 
Machine i n New England that w i l l work c i r c l e rope mouldings, c u t t i n g r i g h t 
and l e f t , " An i l l u s t r a t i o n of an ornate Vi c t o r i a n cottage (more of a 
decorative fantasy) accorapanies the 1875 advertisement, showing some of 
the company's products. I t seems l i k e l y that much of the Vic t o r i a n wood­
work that remains on Vi/orcester buildings was made i n t h i s f a c t o r y . 
Expansion of the business resulted i n the addition of a small wing on 
Sargent Street (ca, I89O), additions along Gold Street and the addition 
of a f o u r t h storey.(early 20th century) to the.l870 fa c t o r y b u i l d i n g , 

(cont,) 
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125 Gold S t r e e t - - The V/hitcomb Manufac tu r ing Company Fac to ry , b u i l t i n 
1092, i s a tv jo-s torey b r i c k b u i l d i n g of u t i l i t a r i a n des ign . Founded i n 
1 51).9 by Car te r and Alonzo V.hitcomb as C, V/hitcomb Company, the f i r m 
became the f i r s t s u c c e s s f u l manufac turer o f copying presses i n the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , Having ren ted i n severa l i i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s , the 
companjr occupied the r ea r p o r t i o n o f 5 Sargent S t r e e t f r o m 1877 u n t i l 
1692. During t h i s t ime the f i r m a d v e r t i s e d i t s products as "metal 
p l a n e r s , shears, punches and copying presses, In 1905 the Vjhitcomb 
Manufacturing Company merged with four other firms to form the 
Vvhitcomb=Blaisdell Machine Tool Gompanv. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
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Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmmunity: 
Worcester 

Form No: 
11|2-C 

Property Nare• Sargent Street 
^ ^ luanufacturing D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, 

7, P r o p e r t y L i s t 

i-ddress Assessors ' Data 

300 Southbridge iiook 5» P» ''2 
S t r e e t Lot 13—31,251; sq . f t , 

5 Sargent S t r e e t Book 5 , T3» 12 
Lot 10—11 ,955 sq, f t , 

13!]. Gold Street Book 5, t>, 12 

Lot 6A—10,938 sq, f t . 

present Owner 

Saul Talbert 

Max H, Rubenstein. Trustee 

Salbro Realty Corp. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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m k s Yip^ Afp^<^p^- ̂  A t̂ry / s ^ ^ ^ A - ^ mmz/piY ^/^/t/z/^.^-^^.. 
ALm/CfY iPtOYPY YiSPA/ pjA AJiA' ei,,JlAHKJ imY^ SYfAfA^OY PP s/yiAJ/PfcA/ArA A0 yCiycy^UA^AY 
rf<y>iAtA^ <ifY^^^ Y^^'^ n^AP^iAtArL-^ PA<y!-i^<& /Yl 1^ /!^y ^ Y^AAA^yA^/c9u; z A w 
Tmj^^ ^lY^/^i^^'^^^ Y ^ ^'^^'^YAA6p. Y*6PY l^Ay^ ytA>/'d/^^'^Y AfAcJ<A/Y 

" ' ' ^ • ^ ^ F " i > ^ e ^ I < ^ j ! ; 2 ^ HAER 
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