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This is a five-bay, center hall, two and a half story
house with cupola. The pedimented facade is constructed
of flush boarding, with a broad, undecorated entablature,
and simple window frames, hung with paneled shutters on
the first story and louvered shutters on the second.

The facade is strongly centralized. A simple Tuscan
portico, supported on two columns, with pilasters at-
tached to the wall, flands a double paneled door with
side lights and elliptical fanlight. Above,a three-part
"Venetian" window lights the hall, and a 1€gded lunette
adorns the pediment.

The door provides entrance to a square vestibule, sep-
arated from the hall beyond: by-'a side- and fanlighted
doorway that repeats the entrance. The ceiling of the
vestibule is adorned with plaster composition ornament
in the style of Minard Lafever. Surprisingly, poly-
chromy, which the present owner says is the only paint
pattern to be found on the plaster, enriches this orna-
ment.

Beyond the vestibule, the hall terminates in a graceful
stair with cherry banister. Two the left are two par-
lors, each characterized by black marble Philadelphia
mantels with:original cast-iron firebacks adorned with
Greek Revivalimotifs. ‘-Pilastered-doorframes support
broad flat entablatures, and there is more excellent
Greek Revival plasterwork. Tublar moldings with oak
leaf corner blocks bound the edges of the ceilings, while
banded foliate 'rings surround fragile, thin-leafed
rosettes at the centers.

To the right of the center hall, an arched opening leads
to a narrow hallway separating the front and back rooms
and leading to a lower-ceilinged wing that houses the
kitchen. The floorplan is repeated on the second floor.
All other rooms in the house contained simpler Greek Re-
vival detailing.

The attic contains two unadorned rooms and a staircase
leading to the cupola, which affords a fine view of the
surrounding countryside. ‘

In the past quarter-century, the present owner has de-
veloped the property with extensive gardens (approx.
four acres) featuring broad-leafed evergreens, par-
ticularly azalea and rhododendron.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ichabod Leigh House is significant as the most sophisti-
cated and refined Greek Revival domestic structure in Mercer
County. The Greek Revival:-never attained the popularity in
New Jersey that it enjoyed in New England, the Hudson Valley
or the South. Examples of any kind are rare and a building
with the adornments of marble mantels and truly elegant plas-
ter ornamentation is even more unusual.

The house was built c. 1835 for Ichabod S. Leigh, a descendant

of a family prominent in Somerset County for several generations

It can be assumed that Leigh "imported" some of the newly
available manufactured building materials -- mantels, plaster
perhaps even some interior millwork -- from New York or Phila-
delphia. There is certainly a‘contrast between the sophisti-
cation of these details.and the somewhat.crude, "country"
appearance of the execution of the exterior.

Leigh sold the property in 1853 and it changed hands several
times in the next decade, eventually being purchased by James
Howell of Brooklyn. Howell sold it to Thomas B. Jackson in
1870. The Jackson family occupied it until 1945 when it was
purchased by the present owner. One history-minded member of
the latter family enforced the tradition of having guests
write their names in pencil on the plaster interior walls of
the cupola. These have never been painted over.

In addition to its architectural merit, the house is also
interesting, on the basis of the Howell-Jackson tenancy, in
reflecting the choice of a suitable country seat on the part of
the newly affluent post Civil War middle class. In contrast

to the nostalgic twentieth-century interest in farmsteads,

the prosperous Victorian lawyer or merchant was attracted to

a rural retreat which, like this house, had some pretensions

to elegance.
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As the de‘signated'Statre Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Reéister and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria:and prc;cedue‘s set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of sxgmflcance of this nomination 1s

National [] State- O/

Title 2

Protection
Nov. 1, 197k

Date

Date -
# - ATTEST: Thaeel g, - -
J—
Keeper of The'National Raster
Date 225 25

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Offiée of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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