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Consolidated Design Group, Inc.
STREET & NUMBER

Arcade Building
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STATE

Tennessee 38501

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Putxtam County Courthouse
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC

STREET & NUMBER
Court Square
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Cookeville
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Tennessee 38501
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Tennessee Historical Commission, 170 Second Avenue, North
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_ALTERED
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Arcade stands in a commercial block west of court square in Cookeville, the county 
seat of Putnam County. It occupies half of the block and provides a pedestrian link 
with another commercial street to the west.

Built in 1913, this building consists of a two-story center section flanked by one-story 
wings. The walls and columns are brick; steel beams span between the columns and support 
wooden joists. Gillian Maxwell designed and Joe Scott and Bill Smoot erected the building 
at a cost of more than $22,000. The pedestrian passageway, which is open to the skylight, 
bisects the center section. A round arch expresses this passageway on the exterior.

The facade (east elevation) is divided into five bays on the first level and three on the 
second. A bracketed pressed metal cornice crown both the wings, the taller center mass 
of the building, and the arch over the passageway. The west elevation is plain and lacks 
the ornamentation of the facade.

The passageway provides access to stores in the arcade. The stores in the wings are 
entered from the street. A stairway rises in the center of the building and joins the 
lower level with a similar hall upstairs. On the second floor, balustrades delineate 
the two airshafts, and light is provided by skylights above the airshafts. The offices 
are paneled in narrow, oak, beaded boards.

The property nominated is the entire parcel owned by Consolidated Design Group, Inc. 
The tract measures 99 feet square and contains approximately .23 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building represents a significant feat in composition, workmanship, and materials 
in the form of a uniquely distinguishable entity—an arcade—with arched facade and 
skylighted balcony overlooking the roofed passageway supported by a series of columns at 
each side. The Arcade is the oldest unchanged building on the public square. It is lo­ 
cated directly and symetrically opposite the west entrance of the courthouse. Since it 
has remained unchanged, it is an excellent example of early twentieth-century archi­ 
tectural experimentation with covered commercial spaces.

Commerce in the Cookeville area in the early 1900's had reached a point of sophistication 
that evoked the desire for a central shopping and professional center. This desire in 
turn led to the conception of the arcade. Gillian Maxwell and Robert Farley, who were 
prominent local businessmen and among the original founders of Dixie College (now Tennessee 
Technological University), bought a tract of land directly west of the public square be­ 
tween the Algood Building and the Gibson Building (now the First Tennessee Bank Building). 
A small office building on the site that had been gutted by fire was razed and construc­ 
tion of the "Arcade" began.

The well-traveled Mr. Maxwell is credited with the design of the structure. Joe Scott 
(mason) and Bill Smoot (carpenter) , who a few years earlier built the present courthouse 
building, were contracted to do the construction work at a total cost of $22,000. This 
figure was later revised upward, when it was discovered that the glass for the structure 
had been omitted from the original bid.

The local residents, many of whom were familiar with the arcade in Nashville, were en­ 
thusiastic at their own arcade. Even before construction was completed in 1913, pros­ 
pective tenants vied for space in this unique combination of spacious retail shops and 
distinguished professional offices.

A large portion of the building, including the entire south wing, was and is still used 
for a clothing store. The north wing was occupied by the Z. T. Hinds Drug Co., which 
remained as Willy's Drug Store for many years after. The Arcade itself, on the main leve 
contained various small shops. Upstairs, the oak-paneled offices that surrounded the 
skylighted balcony housed doctors and lawyers. Downstairs, Western Union became an 
occupant of the Arcade and Buford Smith opened up a long-lived barber shop which served 
as the first public shower in the area. Herbert Whiteaker, one of Smith's barbers, who 
relocated to the front of the Arcade, still continues to operate liis shop.
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In 1927 Bob Lee Maddux purchased the building from Charlie Gibson who had, a few years 
earlier, obtained the building from Maxwell and Parley in trade for a farm. Mr. Maddux 
retained possession of the structure for fifty years.

During World War II the Arcade housed the quarters for the Ration Stamp Program, which 
Mr. Maddux headed locally. Also during this time a popular composer and entertainer, 
Francis Craig, who wrote Near You, visited Cookeville and performed for the townspeople 
in the Arcade.

In later years Mr. Maddux left the building to disrepair, which in turn caused much of 
the building to become unoccupied. By 1964 the entire upstairs had become vacant and was 
boarded up. The offices became a roost for the town's pigeon flock, and it resftins in 
this state today. The present condition of the Arcade is representative of many of the 
nearby commercial buildings around court square. It is hoped that the planned revitalize 
tion of the Arcade will stimulate interest in reversing the process of deterioration in 
these other buildings also.
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ARCADE
COOKEVILLE, TENNESSEE 
PHOTO BY: Robert E. Dalton 
DATE: December, 1978 
NEC: THC
East elevation, facing west,





THE ARCADE
COOKEVILLE, TENNESSEE 
PHOTO BY: Robert E. Dalton 
DATE: December, 1978 
NEC: THC

East elevation, facing southwest
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THE ARCADE
COOKEVILLE, TENNESSEE 
PHOTO BY: Robert E. Dalton 
DATE: December, 1978 
NEC: THC
East elevation, facing northwest
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