
FOKM B BUILDING 

MJBSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTDN STREET 
BOSTOH, MA 02116 

JAN 0 2 1990 

Newton, MA-MRA  
FORM NO. 

NC-OAO 

Town Neu'ton (Newton Centre) 

Address Centre Street 

Historic Name Newton Centre Branch Librar\ 

Photo (3"3̂ 3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present librar 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1927 

Source Building Dept. £ Water records 

Style Tudor Revival 

Architect Ritchie. Parsons & Tavlor 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

see attached map 

Condition good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 16,160 sg.ft CAIA 

Setting west end of v i l l a g e commercial 

center; grouped v i t h several other 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings 

UTM REFERENCE fq/SH 1^0 ALFyPj^LjUO 

USGS QUADRANGLE M E W ^ n M 

SCALE |:zs~Q.ai 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan Abele 

Organization Newton Hi s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 3/1987; rev. 3/1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Newton Ceiiti-e Library possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
worlonansliip, feeling and association. It is significant as one of five brancii libraries built in the 
city by citizen subscription between 1926-1939 (see WN-], 1925; A-03.1927; W-0101J929; 
NV-G, 1936). As such it reflects Nev-rt-on's tremendous grov-rth during that period and the 
continuing strengih of its village system. It is also a good institutional ei-iâ nple of xĥ  Tudor 
Reviv?\i stvle bv the prolific local and resiional architect, lames Ritchie. It meets criteria A & C of 
the NRKP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Nev/t.on Centre Branch Library vras designed by the firm of Ritchie, Parsons & Taylor in 
1927. It is a 1 l,/2 story, L-plan brick structure enclosed be a slate gable roof contained by 
raised end /̂rails. The entry, v-nth its Classicral Reviv;ai style segmental arched stone surround, is 
located at tiie L and a large bani: of v/mdows with ti-ansom is located on the end Â̂ di facing the 
street. A triple window with arched heads is located on the ^̂ vall east of tlie entry and a cross 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

The Nev-' -n C--:::re branch Library was one of live branch libraries to be built by citizen 
subscription between 1926 and 1939. Fundraising from the Newton Centre and Chestnut Kill 
community \-v̂ .s begun in 1926. A permit Vv̂ s granted for con-struction in 1927 and tjie building 
•̂•'•7as opened lanuarv i ^ , lQ2o. The librar" 'A^S designed bv the firm of Ritchie. Parsons and 
Taylor. James Ritchie, a Newton Centre resident iive'::i at 3"* Hancock Avenue and later iO The 
Ledges. He was the architect for a number of buildings m the city, including the Police îcation 
and Court House, as well as several public schools. Private commissions included the Union 
Church in Waban. and the Charles River and Woodland Golf Clubs. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Building Recor-ds 1294 Centre Street 
Newton GraphJC 3/12/26, 1/15/26 

8/85 



NK Fonn 10«X>« QMS »tfmtl No. 101*0011 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton MRA 
State Middlesex County, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

151. Luke, Arthur F. , Hou^tefea ""'^^^g^^ j/^eper ^'7^Ul^^-^^...^Aij^^ A/y^Ao 
Bational B0«i8t« 

^ Attest 

152. Newton Catholic High School x-^T^Keeper /2y>'^AA7^Z^L^Cr^,_ DZ.~ 
*ubstanri7,:. Prrviaw -g--

Attest 

y 153. Newton Centre Branch Library (^5^ Keeper A^jpAl^^A/^CZ^^-^^^^-^—- ^^^l^ 
7^—(y'^ 1} 

Attest 

>r 154. Newton City Hall and War Memorial Af^Y^ee^ex. /4AA''(y^. Cj'^'^^^^^X-^ 0-Z,~/(f^3o 

Attes 

155. Noves, Charles W. , House^^^^^ ^eper ^ - ^ / , { ^ ^ ^ , ^ y 

Hational EeglateS Attest 

156. Pierce, F. Lincoln, Hou^^^^ji^j^ 1.2. ttiQ /!̂ "-Re-eper ^ J A A A ~ - ^ 4 ^ ^ ^ A - ^ ^ 

Attest 

157. Plummer Memorial Library ̂ ^^^^^ /^Keeper Cy><fA^-(^ ^ ./^^>y^ ^/f O 

lational Begister 
Attest 

158. Riverside Concrete Company—Lamont's AY:&eper , A Q C A , ~ ^ A , ^ ^ i^-Ay^Af^ 
Market rl:.t .T^VI l u the 7^-^,-,/™ V Market 

JiatlQaaJ. iegiflteu Attest 

159. Sawyer, C. A., House (Second) /-"Keeper C^C^'^"^t^-^-;^'^^-'^^-^ Ay'^Af^ 

National Eeglater ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

160. Schraft, George F. , House Keeper 

Y 
Attest 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

Newton Centre Branch L i b r a r y PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Newton MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/0%/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000024 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/19/90 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/X^/90 

N. APPEAL: . 
OTHER: y PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE 
N PERIOD: 

N 

N 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 

SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

N 
N 
N 

COMMEira WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

REJECT cA-A/L yf A DATE 

^c^^^^^^^^^-^^-^^ A-M^^^&<yAJA 

RECOM./CRITE 
REVIEWER K^-A^^^y^^ 
DISCIPLINE^ r^^>V^3A^^^  
DATE O^-Zh- "AD 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y / ^ ^ S B B attached SLR Y / ® 



:U-.SSZFZCAZZCU 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDESAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

•UNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

_architectural c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
_materials 
descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g significance to the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

lECGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary des c r i p t i o n 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be direct e d t o 

Phone 

Signed Date 







A ^ Newton. MA-MRA 
— 1294 Centre Street 

SBL: 61-35-3 

C I T Y O F N E W T O N 
M A S S A C H U S E 

Assessors Map - V e r i f i e d 1985 
Page: 90 SW 
Scale: 1"=40' Reduced 50% 


