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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A two-story building with a large attic story and tower, 
and a porch surrounding the north and west (front) sides. The 
house, with its strong, rounded, sculptural forms, is basically 
what the nineteenth century called Queen Anne, but it also has 
Gothic and Moorish details. The heavy rendering of the porch 
detail and the wild loop in the front second-story gable sug­ 
gest that the architect may have been Joseph Gather Newsom, 
who did other work in Los Angeles, but so far this can only 
be conjecture. The only basic change in the exterior is that 
the fine wrought iron work on the roof was removed by a roof­ 
er's error. The house is carefully preserved by the owner and 
will be restored. The paint at present is not in the original 
colors, but these are being researched by the owner who will 
restore the facade to its original colors, if it is possible 
to find them, or to combinations authentic to the period and 
style of the house.

Very minor alterations have been made to the arrangement 
of rooms, such as the pantry converted into a bathroom. Until 
1971 the original wallpaper was preserved in most rooms but 
the earthquake in that year ruined the plaster ceilings and 
walls of the parlor and sitting room. The owner, who is a 
skilled woodworker, was unable to find a plasterer who would 
work at the heighth of these rooms and has tastefully installed 
wood paneling which may be removed when the house is complete­ 
ly restored.

The dining room with its original embossed leather walls 
and fine wood carving was damaged only slightly by the earth­ 
quake and is exceptional for its richness. The front hall sus­ 
tained damage, but the original wallpaper has been preserved. 
The stained glass window above the front door, including the 
house number, is in excellent condition.

The seven upstairs rooms have not been changed. Even the 
wallpaper is original, except in the hall where the walls have 
been painted.
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The Wooers House, built in 189^ for Frank L. Wright, 
is historically significant because of its third owner, 
Frederick Mitchell Mooers, the discoverer of the famous 
Yellow Aster gold mine near Randsberg in Kern County, Calif­ 
ornia. But its chief distinction, besides the richly appoint­ 
ed dining room, is its exterior architecture. Very few 
Victorian houses in America can match the perfection of wood 
carving or the imagination applied to detail on this house. 
On a street still very rich in turn of the century architec­ 
ture, this house is the most arresting. The Guide to Architec­ 
ture in Southern California (by David Gebhard & Robert Winter) 
calls it "undoubtedly the most mannered design of its period 
in this area." It is also illustrated and commented upon in 
The Victorian House in America by John Maas (p. 160). Indeed, 
it is also illustrated in an article by the editors of the 
Brooklyn Eagle (April 2, 1899) on the success of their old em­
ployee, F.M. Mooers. The article illustrates the living room 
from a point in the tower window.
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