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DESCRIBE THE [PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

EE : Fort Phoenix is located in Fairhaven, Massachusetts, at the mouth of New

Bbdford Hatbor. Situated on a promontory at the northwestern end of Sconticut
Neck-,' Sixty feet above eventide, the Fort and the beaches along the cove of the Neck
Inak™up Fort Phoenix Park which is arecreational areafor local residents. The
Fort is a the northern end of the park and ensconced among the smooth shore
boulders which characterize the promontory. Seventy yards south of Fort Phoenix
is a small parking lot for visitors; east and north of the Fort is a causeway and
jetty which extends across the harbor and west of the Fort is the harbor.

The original construction of Fort Phoenix began in 1775 after the Battle of
Concord and Lexington. Major General Grey, in his account to Sir Henry Clinton
of hisraid onthe harbor area described the Fort as enclosed with eleven piecesof
cannon, abarracks and magazine. The local militia immediately rebuilt the Fort
after Grey's attack and, since "itrose from ashes, " it was named Fort Phoenix.
Unfortunately, no description of the rebuilt Fort can be found. After 1794 when the
Federal Government took over the task of sea coast defense, Fort Phoenix received
no attention. However, local interest and Town ownership since 1922 has maia- --"
tained the structure o0 that today it is in an excellent state of preservation.

The Fort is horse-shoe shaped; its east wall missing. The shgpe and
dimensions of the Fort are irregular following the contours of the promontory on
which it is built. Thisis particularly, true of the exterior dimensions. The design
of the Fort is simple, consisting of an outer and an inner wall, between whiclTsod
and earth fill formsa parapet. The interior of the Fort is essentially squarein
shape with the west wall at a slightly oblique angle. At the northeast end of the Fort
the exterior wall forms an enclosed square, earth filled. This may have been a
magazine or bomb-proof.

The exterior walls of the Fort are constructed of bricks with a cement
covering (added in 1950 to keep the bricks from being stolen). The walls are topped
with a single row of tapered granite slabs. The height of the exterior walls varies
with the contours of the rocks from six feet to fourteenfeet. The distance between
the exterior and interior walls also varies from five to fourteen feet. The south
wall is 32 feet long and joinsthe west wall at a slightly oblique angle. The west
wall is 50 feet in length to the beginning of the northwest corner where it curves to
meet the northwall. The north wall continues for 32 feet until it turns to form the
enclosed earth-filled square mentioned above.

The interior walls are four feet high and constructed of smooth granite
blocks. The south wall, 36 feet long, joinsthe west wall a an oblique angle. The
sixty foot long west wall meets the north wall at a 90 degree angle after adjusting
in the northwest corner for one of the gun emplacements. The fifty-fivefoot long
north wall terminates at a short stairway which allows access to the parapet. In
each of the interior wallsare semi-circular recesses, four feet wide and three feet
deep, which allowedthe muzzles of the cannon to be moved forward over the parapet
after they had been meade ready to fire. There are two of these recesses along the
south wall; three along the west wall; and three along the northwall. Semi-circular
slabs, created of 12 x 6 inch granite blocks linked together, are imbedded in the
earth a each recess. Known as truck runs, they have a diameter of seventeen feet
and aradius of twelvefeet. A whedl at the base of the gun carriages rested on the
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7. Description

runs and allowed the cannoneer, with the use of handspikes, to rotate the cannon
and its carriage 180 degrees. There are five cannon mounted at the Fort on wooden
supports. The cannons are mede of cast iron and dated 1828. There is one smaller
cannon, unmounted, and lying on the middle truck run of the north wall. This has
a plague affixed to it which states its origin.

In the center of the Fort is aflag pole ad a large boulder with a commemo-
rative plaque.

1 e n . 1 >/\_i|y/\



«>

E sieniFicance
PERIOD (Check One or More as
I | Pre-Columbian 1

15th Century

SPECIFIC  DATE(S) (H Applicable

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check
Abor iginal

I | Prehistoric

Historic
1 | Agricu lture
[ I Architecture
Art

[ I Commerce
I 1 Communications

1 | Conservation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Appropriate)
C] 16th Century H 18th Century

17th Century 19th Century

1775

Appropriate)

and  Known)
One or More as

1 1 Education Political

I | Engineering Religion/Phi-

I 1 Industry losophy

[ I Invention | | Science

I 1 Landscape I | Sculpture

Architecture I 1 Social/Human-

I 1 Literoture itarian
H Military Theater

Music 1 | Transportation

20th Century

1 | Urban Planning

Other (Specify)

General Gage, bottled up in Boston Harbor after the Battle of Concord and
Lexington in 1775, sent the H.M. S Falcon southward to Martha's Vineyard and the
Elizabeth Islands in search of food supplies. The appearance of this emblem of
royal tyranny inthe waters of Buzzards Bay incited the people of the villages of New
Bedford and Fairhaven to action. Captain Nathaniel Pope and twenty-five local
militiamen outfitted a sloop, the Success, and sailed out into the Bay seeking a prize
Two native sloops, previously taken by the Falcon were foundat anchor and captured
at the cost of one Redcoat dead. The prisoners were escorted to Taunton jail and
the men of Fairhaven had taken part in one of the first naval engagements of the
War. The local militia next took precautions to protect their harbor and possessions
from futureenemy incursions, A fort was begun on the northwestern end of
Sconticut Neck and completed two years later, in 1777,

During the early years of the War, the rebel colonies (without a formal
navy) engaged heavily in privateering. Sir Henry Clinton described the area around

Fairhaven and Bedfordas a "noted rendezvous for privateers."

In aretaliatory

action on 5 September 1778, over 4, 000 British troops under the command of

General Ge' landed on tiie western shore of the harbor a Clarke's Point, marched
inland destroying warehouses, stores and rebel property. Over seventy ships
(including several recent prizes of Count D'Estaing) lay inthe harbor and all were
destroyed. The British then crossed the Acushnet River and marched down the
Fairhaven side to Sconticut Neck. The Fort was deserted and the British destroyed
it, burningthe carriages, knocking the trunions off the cannon, burningthe barracks
and blowing up the magazine. The rebel militia under the command of Major Israel
Fearfng put up some resistance, but were far outnumbered. The British, having
completed their mission in less than eighteen hours, departed at midday, 6 September

The local militia immediately began to rebuild the Fort.

Indeed, the Fort

was rebuilt o rapidly that it seemed to "rise from its ashes' and was called

Fort Phoenix,
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February 17, 1972

The Office of Archeology &
Historic Preservation

National Park Service

801 Nineteenth Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20006

Attention: Miss Mary Means CERTIFIED MAIL

Enclosed are National Register submissions for;
1. Fort Phoenix, Fairhaven, Massachusetts
2. Citizens Hall, Stockbridge, Massachusetts

These have been declared eligiblefor submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer,

Sincerely yours.

Richard W. Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission
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