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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Abel E. Eaton House is an attractive and unusual example of the Second Empire
Style. The typical dormers in the mansard tower are present, as is the curbing around
visible slopes, but the detailing is quite simple. The appearance of such a fine ex-
ample of the Second Empire in eastern Oregon is unusual, but the small scale and lack
of elaborate detailing is predictable.

The Eaton House is 1% stories with a 2% story bellcast mansard tower on the north-
east corner. The tower is topped with an iron crested belvedere with four circular
window dormers in the mansard half story. The half story of the house is within a
bellcast mansard roof with palladian windows on the east and: south facades and round-
headed windows on the north and west facades. On the east facade next to the tower, a
triangular headed door opens onto a small exterior landing. The brick first story is
unadorned with segmental headed windows and two bays, one on the north and the other
on the south facade.

There is an enclosed porch on the first floor entrance. From the evidence, it
appears that the enclosed porch is original with the house. It has engaged classical
columns and engaged baluster-like pilasters below the windows.

Within, the house is set off with an amazing spiral stairway within the tower.
The wooden stairway extends from the first floor to the upper half story and features
beautifully carved balusters with eight newel posts. There are eleven rooms with
attractive hardwood parquet floors and two ornate fireplaces. The original interior
gonfiguration is intact with plaster walls throughout and transoms over each interior
oor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eaton House is significant as.an /interesting example of Second Empire.architecture
and as the house of one of the:most prominent businessmen in eastern Oregon--Abel E. Eaton.

The town of Union, Oregon was established in 1862 and was, as it sounds, patriotically
named during the Civil War. Union, during much of the late 1800s, was an economic center
in eastern Oregon. A woolen mill, flour mill and several sawmills developed in Union.
Also, Union was the agricultural center for the area with the Agricultural Experimental
Station for Oregon State University being located there. As a result of the economic
importance of Union in eastern Oregon, very attractive houses and buildings were construc-
ted by the prominent businessmen. Such was the case with the Eaton House. Abel Eaton
was an establishing stockholder in the Union woolen mill and a prominent citizen in the
community, serving as mayor for several terms.

Mr. Eaton built his house using a basic patented design prepared by a San Francisco
architect. Many of the exterior features display the vocabulary of the Second Empire
Style with bellcast mansard roofs on the tower and the half story, and circular windows
in the tower dormers. There are also palladian windows on several sides of the house,
and generally it is classically detailed. Second Empire architecture was present in
Portland and the Willamette Valley, but this style was uncommon in eastern Oregon. This
house is particularly interesting because the vocabularly of the Second Empire is present
but with a simplicity uncommon in many of the western Oregon examples.

Abel E. Eaton (1834-1917), a native of New Hampshire, spent his early career as a
school teacher in Indiana, Ohio and I11inois. Shortly after the outbreak of the Civil War,
he crossed the plains to Baker County, Oregon, arriving in 1862. Using Baker City as a
base, he established a successful freighting business buoyed by local gold excitement. In
1867 he married and settled a farm in the Grande Ronde Valley in neighboring quon County.
By 1871 Eaton had added to his list of enterprises the Union Woolen Mill in Union, manage-
ment of which became his chief occupation. Eaton served as Mayor of Union for one term and
was once a candidate for Governor on the Prohibition ticket. Eaton served nearly continu-
ously on the local school board for about 20 years. A staunch Methodjst as well as a .
champion of education, Eaton shared part of his considerable wealth with Willamette Uni-
versity in Salem. This relationship was commemorated in the naming of Eaton Hall, the
campus administration building designed by J. E. Tourtellotte & Co. and completed in 1909.
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