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PQ Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present and original appearance
Constructed of white oak imported from Germany and stone,

hand cut from Napa County quarry. 
Leaded windows and marble imported from Germany* 
Original hand carved moldings. 
Pennsylvania slate roof. 
Approximately 45' x 60' 
Ceilings 12' high. 
2j stories high.

Overall style of Rhine House is late^erman Gothic in that the 
lower storey is masonry and the upper" storey is half timber. The 
masonry is rusticated ashlar in the Italian Renaissance style. 
The half tirriber detailing shows an Italian Renaissance influence 
in the second floor entry window. The steep independent roof 
marking the entry is more of a French Renaissance influence. 
An eclectic style of the mid 19th Century.
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Exact replica of the Frederick Beringer home on the Rhine in 
Mainz, Germany* 
Completed in 1883- 
All material except local quarry stone imported from Germany*

"Beringer Brothers winery dates from a modest migration of Germans into 
the Napa Valley in the mid-nineteenth century. The Beringer family 
is one of the few that has endured to the present ..." Continuing 
a European family tradition of viticulture and wine making that has 
been a conspicuous influence in the Napa Valley; a great center in 
California's wine production. The home was the heart of the Beringer 
family enterprise. "The second and third generation Beringers 
presently direct operations. The fourth and fifth are coming up."

Beringer Brothers is one of the most popular tourist attractions in 
the vicinity. "Tours begin and end at the Rhine House, originally 
built by Frederick Beringer as a replica of the Rhenish home he and 
his brother Jacob left when they came to the United States. These 
days it serves solely as a visitor center and tasting room, and 
subject for photographs.

"Up hill from the stone and half-timbered house, about dead level 
with its slate roof, Beringer's aging cellars are the celebrated 
1,000 feet of tunnels. The founding brothers employed Chinese laborers 
to dig them, starting the winery's inaugural year of 1876."



St. Helena Star
Mr. Otto Beringer 
Historic Spots in California 
California Wine Country - Lai

- Rensch and Hoover
ie Books, Menlo Park, California 1968.
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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John A. Silvestri - Engineering Services Assistant
ORGANIZATION IDATE

County of Napa I July 7, 1970
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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