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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘ Edgewood is a two-story frame structure situated on a two-acre lot
in one of Montgomery's more attractive residential sections.

Basically rectangular, the house has a two-story central portico
terminated by a low pitched pediment, accented by modillions beneath
the cornice. The modillions extend across the front of the house be-
neath the cornice.

The columns which support the portico are square and taper toward
the top. On both levels of the portico they are connected by a balus-
trade of rectangular stock.

Doors on both levels are similar having flat transoms and sidelights
with diamond shaped leaded glass probably c. 1900. Door trim is orna-
mented with round Federal style medallions and the double paneled front
doors have the original silver knobs and knocker. The portion of the
facade behind the portico is faced with wide "ship lapped" boards which
contrast with the narrower clapboards of the rest of the house. This
section is terminated with square pilasters~

There are four windows across the front on each floor, having simple
moldings and small pedimented architraves. These windows have shutters
and are double hung having 9 Tites in each sash.

The exterior of the house is unaltered except for the kitchen, ori-
ginally a separate unit, which has been joined to the rear of the struc-
ture. There are two one-story porches with gabled roofs on either end
of the house, located between the end-exterior chimneys. The wall behind
these porches has the same wide board treatment as the central portico.

The house is divided by a wide central hall which has a staircase
on the right. The staircase is divided into three flights and has a
rounded balustrade with two rounded balusters per tread. The base of
the steps is carved.

The front central hall leads into a small back hall or sitting room.
To the left of the front hall are the parlor and dining room and to the
right are two bedrooms. Rooms are mostly 20' by 20' with random width
virgin pine floors. A1l sills are mortised and pinned together with
large wooden pegs. Interior door trim is simple and ornamented with
round corner medalions.

The house is furnished for the most part in pieces frdn
1850 period. Most of the furnishings have been in the lowse
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time and consist primarily of Empire and French Revival
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ~

Edgewood is the oldest remaining residence in the city of Mont-
gomery. Built in 1821 BY:Zachariah T. Watkins, the house was dis-
manteled timber by timber in 1832 and reconstructed on its present
site. \The original certificate of entry for the 300 surrounding
acres of land included in the grant bears the date 1818.

In 1855 the house and plantation came into the possession of
Peachy Ridgeway Gilmer, brother of Governor George Gilmer of Georgia.
Upon Peachy Gilmer's death, the plantation and house went to his wife
Caroline Gilmer, and she in turn willed it to her grandnephew and
step-grandson John Gregory Thomas. Thomas enlisted in Semple's Bat-
tery during the Civil War and was twice wounded in the Battle of At-
lanta.

He married Harriet Louise Wimbish. Their son Jett Thomas, Sr.
left the home to his son Jett Thomas, Jr., whose widow still occupies
the home.




Material provided by Mrs. Jett Thomas, on file at the
Alabama Historical Commission.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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