
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

I6 i | -G 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 13 

1. Town 
Worcester 

Address 6 r^ee land S t r ee t 

Name 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church 

church and parish h a l l 
Present use 

Present owner 
S t . M a r k ' s Church, 

3. Description: 

Date 1888-1889 

ParTSir~or~2rero~Fr'eeTSnd 
S t r e e t 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source N u t t , v o l . I I 

Style Romanesque R e v i v a l 

Architect Stephen C. Ea r l e 

Exterior wall fabric brown sandstone 

Outbuildings (describe) • none 

Other features l a r g e e n t r y arch w i t h 
r a d i a t i n g stone v o u s s o i r s , carved 
stone pane l s , s l a t e r o o f s , wood door 
w i t h ornamental hinges 

Altered 

Moved 

no Date 

no Date 

5. Lot size: 
Asaaasors ' Book 7, P»13 

L o t 9 13, 926 s q . f t . 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 

30« 
S, Lee 

6. Recorded by ed. B.R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization V/orc. Her i t age Pres . Soc 

Date December 1977 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



S t . Mark ' s Ep i scopa l Church 
7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use chapel and p a r i s h house 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education -Religion 
Architectural ^ x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts ' settlement invention 
Commerce ZZZZ Industry ZZZZ Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

St. Mark's Church i s a f i n e and unusual example of Romanesque Revival 
design. B u i l t of rock-faced sandstone l a i d i n a broken course, the 
building consists of two rectangular-plan sections set perpendicularly 
to each other. The fr o n t section has an asymmetrical facade w i t h v i r ­
t u a l l y no decoration except f o r deep voussoirs forming the entry arch and 
two carved medallions, one on either side of the entry. Fenestration of 
the facade i s i r r e g u l a r , perhaps r e f l e c t i n g i n t e r i o r arrangements and 
the desire to achieve "picturesque" asymmetry. The building's f r o n t 
section i s approximately one and one-half stories high and contains the 
parish house, while the building's rear section contains a chapel capable 
of seating 350 people. A l l of the church's elevations are l a r g e l y un­
ornamented, leaving i t s f i n e stonework as the chief decorative element ,. 
in i t s design, 

St, Mark's Church was formed as a mission i n I887 and o f i c i a l l y 
recognized as a parish i n I888, I t was the t h i r d of four Episcopal 
mission churches i n VJorcester founded through the encouragement of the 
Rev. ¥illiai!i Huntington, rector of A l l Saints' Episcopal Church (the 
c i t y ' s only Episcopal church \antil I883), According to Huntington's 
design, the four n&x-i congregations founded betvireen I883 and 1903 were 
named for the f i r s t four evangelists. The f i r s t service of St, Mark's 
congregation was held i n October, I887 at the South Baptist Society where 
the congregation met f o r one year, during which time the present church 
bu i l d i n g was constructed. Prominent founding members of the congregation 
included Orlando and James Norcross (see i n d i v i d u a l Building Fovw.3 lii.3-B-3 
and II4.I-B-I4.) On February 7, I889, the church b u i l d i n g was dedicated. 
10, BiDiiography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 

Nutt, C, History of VJorcester, v o l . I I , pp. 857-859. 

' Stevens, C,E, VJorcester Churches (I89O) pp. 129-132, 
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