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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1844, it appeared as a plain, rectangular two story
building with medium gable roof six bays deep and three bays
wide, over slightly raised brick supports.

Interior (with a gallery "for use by colored members") was
unornamented.

Eoresight used in further additions and interior remodeling have
maintained the distinct atmosphere of the church.

A front portion was added to the south side of the original
bu{iding (the walls of which were redone in clapboard to match
theiaddition). A portico supported by Doric columns and Tow

steeple help to present a graceful, modest house of worship.

Interior has been kept basically the same - gallery with balustrade

supported by Doric columns, pulpit, pews - except for the en-
closure of portions of the gallery for classrooms.
Extensive adjacent cemetery - one section with Revolutionary

War era markers; many Confederate graves.
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Padgett's Creek Baptist Church is important for detailed manual
craftsmanship in primary construction and for appropriate addi-
tions and alterations which have maintained its architectural
integrity.

It is significant as an up-~country meeting place for discussion
of vital civil matters during the Civil War.

Organized November 22, 1784, as Church of Christ on the Tyger
River. Present name was adopted in 1803.

First Sunday School held January 2, 1831; became member of Baptist
State Convention 1841; Missionary Society organized 1878.

In 1844 construction of a new meeting house began about one mile
above the original and finally completed by April 15, 1848.

On August 29, 1851, a Secession Meeting (possibly the first) was
held there. Speakers were Senator William H. Gist (later governor
of South Carolina) and Congressman Daniel Wallace who advocated
?secession rather than submission".

Its history is singular, for the church provided a special place
for Negro members, offering comfort and convenience to all its
members. There were Negro members as late as 1872 and their graves

may be seen in the cemetery.
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