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OWNERS NAME:

State of Minnesota
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul
STATE:

Minnesota 23

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Lac qui Parle County Courthouse
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Minnesota State Register
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Minnesota Historical Society
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Original Site gj

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iI known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The area designated as Camp Release Memorial Wayside consists 
of about seventeen acres on a shady elevated plateau near the confluence 
of the Minnesota and Chippewa Rivers. A fifty-foot monument of Minnesota 
granite stands at the northern edge of what was once Colonel Sibley's 
parade ground. A short distance south of the marker may be seen traces 
of the camp's entrenchments, running from the northeast part of the park 
toward the southwest.
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7. Description

Camp Release was made up of the tents and wagons of Colonel Sibley f s 
soldiers. In addition there were, at the time of surrender, about 150 
Indian lodges housing some 1,200 souls.

Portions of the area have been cultivated and some alteration took 
place with the installation of the wayside.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

During the first eight years after the signing of the Treaty 
of the Traverse des Sioux in 1851, many pressures were put upon the 
Dakota Indians by the government, traders, and the white settlers. 
These pressures mounted and finally climaxed in the Indians 1 futile 
attempt to reclaim ,their land and their traditional way of life, the 
Sioux War of 1862."'̂

Following the crippling defeat of the Dakota at the final 
battle of Wood Lake, most of the_ho_sflie bands and many of the formerly 
friendly Indians who feared retribution, gathered their families and 
took refuge on the plains to the west. Those who stayed behind handed 
over to General Henry H. Sibley at Camp Release 269 wjjite captives 
whom they had protected at Chief Red Iron's Village,

The job of deciding the guilt of the surrendered and captured 
Indians was undertaken by a commission of military officers at Camp 
Release. On September 27, 1862, many of the released whites were taken 
to Fort Ridgely and the settlements farther east; some stayed at 
Camp Release to testify at the Indian trials scheduled to commence the 
following day. Afjter about 120 cases had been heard, the 2,000 
prisoners were taken to the Lower Sioux Agency where the trials resumed 
in a trader's log kitchen.

The site of Camp Release was purchased by the state in 1889 
and became the first unit in Minnesota's state park system.
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