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Putnam Memorial State Park is a large park of two hundred fifty-two 
acres which is a memorial to the soldiers of the American Revolution 
who; spent ...the winter encamped here in 1773-79* It is located at 
the intersection of Route 5& and 107 in Bedding, Connecticut.

On the eastern side of the park is a lake built by the "Old Put 
Club" in 1891* This eastern section is devoted to picnicking and 
recreational activities. The extensive grounds have been kept in 
their natural state, with attractive drives and footpaths adding 
to the pleasure and convenience of visitors. In the extreme 
northeastern section of this area there is an undeveloped area 
which contains a circle of firebacks.

The area west of the lake contains the main entrance to the park. *"
Approaching the west entrance one finds two blockhouses marking
the gateway; the piers of these blockhouses are ten feet square rn
and seven feet high and the houses above ££ojeetjo¥er the piers
by two feet on all sides. These blockhouses are examples of a
building type which was a favorite form of defense during the
winning of the West and during the French-Indian Wars, however, </»
they were not original to the site.

Hear the entrance is a recently erected statue of General Putnam 
by Anna Hyatt Huntington and a monument to commemorate the men 
of the Continental Army who wintered at the site in 177$ and 1779* ° 
The monument is an obelisk of native granite ten feet square at 
the base, forty feet in height, and crowned by a cannonball two- 
and-a-half feet in diameter. The shaft is of rack-face ashlar, quar­ 
ried from a boulder that occupied the present site of the monument. 
The polished plinths which bear the inscriptions are granite and 
are five feet square, ^ ̂cc^'oJj.,-

Northeast of the monument is a row of f irebscks .from ..the buildings 
in which some of the soldiers who lived in the camp were housed. 
North of the firebacks is a reconstructed barrack and west of this, 
the foundation of an oven where bread .was baked for the troops. North
of the oven is a reconstructed officers barracks and east of this 

the foundations ..of a..,, powder magazine. Between this magazine and the 
soldiers hut is Philip's Cave, named for a soldier who camped here 
with the army and later returned to live in the cave and prey on 
the countryside. East of the firebacks is the museum which is on 
the site of the original picket-post where lookouts were
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The significance of Putnam Park is that it was the location 
of the winter quarters of the right wing,of.the Son^inental 
ArmyJtnJL778-75* The location was strategically important 
because the troops would be available both for the defense .of 
1da@ Southeastern Connecticut coast and also to return to the 
the_Hudson River in the event of an attack there.

The park is also significant for its association with the 
coramandin^jeneral, Senior Major General_Israel Putnam, who 
hadnSXirbinguished himself earlier''"in'' the war in his shared 
command of the American Array .at the Battle of Bunker Hill.

Out of the battle came an undying piece of American
historical lore, Putnam f s famous order: "Men, you
are all marksmen don f t one of you fire until you see the
white £sic7 °f their eyes," As the British attacked 
Putnam strove desperately to reinforce the American 
lines. Finally, after suffering staggering casualties, 
the British carried the field, but the New Englanders 
had performed surprisingly well."1"

Putnam1 s later Revolutionary career failed to match 
the dashing promise of Bunker Hill. Though Washington 
did not criticize his leadership at Long Island, he 
seems to have decided that Putnam should be employed 
chiefly in posts not requiring battlefield command  
first in Philadelphia and later in Peekskill. The 
younger officers ineanwiiile tended to regard U01d Put 11 
as an outdated military leader* Any change of further 
battlefield distinction was ended when he suffered 
a paralytic stroke in 1779pand retired to his farm for 
the remainder of his life.

L

Albert E. Van Dusen, Connecticut, New York: Random House, 1961, p. 137. 

2IbicU, p* 150.
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Fred Van Name, Putnam Memorial at Reading, Contui A State Park*
Connecticut Vignettes: No, 2 of a series, copyright 
Fred Van Name, 1957*
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