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IOWA SITE INVENTORY

Division of Historic Preservation MAY 29 1981  gite Number 71-016-001
lowa State Historical Department District Name
26 E. Market St., lowa City, lowa 52240 Map Reference #/1-016-001

IDENTIFICATION

Topo Map Primghar 1:24,000

Site Name Q'Brien County Courthouse

l.
2. Village/ Town/City _Primghar Township County__OQ'Brien
3. Street Address Fir Avenue between 15th and 16th streets
4. Legal Location OT_ Courthouse Square

Urban: subdivision block parcel subporcel

Rural: township range section /4 ucﬂon—lﬂ section
6. UTM Location: zone_l5 easting_286150 __northing4773590 ; Acreageless than 1 acr
6. Owner(s) Name 'Bri e
7. Owner(s) Address_______ Courthouse Primghar Iowa 51245

(Street address) (City) (State) (Zip)

8. Use: present Courthouse original Courthouse

DESCRIPTION

9.
10.

12.

13.
4.

Smith & Ioeffer,Des Moines,Arch.
Date of Construction__1917 _Architect/BuilderJ.E. Iovejoy, Builder
Building Type: [Isingle family dwelling O multipie family dwelling [J commercial
Oindustrial [Oeducational [Jother institutional R public [religious [Jagricultural
Exterior Walls: [Oclapboard Xstone Obrick Oboard & batten [Jshingles Ostucco
Oother Granite and limestone
Structural System: [Jwood frame with interfocking joints
Owood frame with light members (bolloon frame) [Jmasonry load-bearing walls
Oiron frame [Osteel frame with curtain walls [Oreinforced concrete
O other
Condition: [Oexcellent W good [Jfair [Jdeteriorated
Integrity: Kloriginal site [Jmoved-if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dctes and architect, if known) and any pther fotable
features of building and site: Aluminum sash windows and doors - ceramic ti

floors, marble staircase with wood handrails and brass balustrade — county
seal in tile mosaic, entrance hall - early water fountain - white glass
skylight - ornate railing around rotunda on upper floors.

Related Outbuildings and Property: Obarn [Oother farm structures
Ocarriage house [Jgarage Oprivy Oother
Is the building endangereds Klno [Olyes-if so, why?

Surroundings of the building: Oopen land [Jwoodland [Jscattered outbuildings
Odensely built-up Kf commercial Oindustrial [Oresidential other

19. Photo
Roll

Map
Frame View
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SIGNIFICANCE (iIndicate sources of information for all statements)

20. Architectural Significance
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure Oc. Not eligible/intrusion

This is a samewhat austere version of the Beaux Arts style with rather
large windows. Public mainspaces well-preserved and feature rich materials;

marble, tile, brass.

2l._Hilstorical Significance Theme(s)
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure Oc. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county
government, and of the political power and prestige derived fram the
canmmnity's status as the county seat. As center of county govermment,
an Iowa town was reasonably assured of econamic and population growth,
and a prominent role in local social and political life. The county
ocourthouse represents a significant public investment in a structure
built not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a monument as-
sociated with the historical importance of county organization and de-

velopment. .
See Continuation Sheet

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication:
author, title, place of publication, date, etc.)

Andreas, A.T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa. Chicago: Andreas
Atlas Co., 1875. v

Pratt, LeRoy G. The Counties and Courthouses of Iowa. Mason City, Iowa:
Klipto Printing and Office Supply Co., 1977.

Stanek, Edward and Jacqueline. Iowa's Magnificent County Courthouses.
Des Moines: Wallace-Hamestead Book Co., 1976.
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O'BRIEN COUNTY

An election on February 6, 1860, resulted in the organization of
O’Brien County. At about that time, a log courthouse was built on a
farm for about $2,000, and it measured 14 by 20 feet. For some reason
or other, the building was disassembled, moved, and reassembled in a
. different rural setting. The county was trying to assemble all of its
S records and offices in one location, but as soon as the courthouse was
reconstructed, it was needed for use as a school. In its later days, it
was used as a residence, then as a blacksmith shop, and finally as a
stable. The new location of this building in 1870 was called *“Old
O’Brien"’.

The second county courthouse was finished in April of 1874 at a cost
of $2000 to the county. It was about 35 feet square and housed four
offices of nearly equal size, with an eight-foot-wide hallway. This
courthouse was built in the new county seat of Primghar, which was
established as the center of county government at the election held on
November 11, 1872. While this courthouse was being constructed, the
county records were stored and official meetings were held in Paine's
Store. ' .

The third county courthouse was built in 1887 at a cost of about
$6,000. It was 50 by 54 feet in size and took the place of the 1874
building, which had been condemned as not being a safe place for the
public records. Since the bill amounted to $1,000 more than the board
of supervisors could legally spend without a vote of the people, a
number of extraordinary measures had to be taken to pay for it. The
people of Primghar helped by hauling lumber from Sanborn or
Paullina, without charge to the county. An addition was added in 1902
to satisfy the county’'s growing needs, at a cost of $1,400. The 1874
o courthouse was sold for a little over $400 and became a residence in
- Primghar.

The present courthouse was built in 1915 and 1916. It is a large
structure of classic design and cost the county in excess of $159,000.
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-fmm‘stanekf Edward, and Jacqueline Stének,
Iogva S Magnificent County Courthouses. Des
Moines: Wallace-Hamestead Book Co., 1976.

T 148



