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Address 724 Lexington Street

Historic Nare Nehum Hardy House

Use

Date

Present Residential

Original Rp.g<"pnti al
DESCRIPTION

ca. 1845

Source style

Style Trrepk Revivill
Architect unknoan

Exterior Wadl Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings Garage

NC

Magor Alterations {with dates)

none

Condition rrmn™

Mo no Date
Aceage C'M A. 26505 sg. ft. Z3-q-I

Setting On pomer

fy-ro oflifl qtii4pt street
20th 0. houses

n/a

of majior thorough-

in area of

Recorded by Uancy S. Seasholes

Organization Valtham Historical Camm.

Date

Aug, 1986
revised C. Jenkins

2/88



NATI NN REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The NahumHardy House i sa wel | -detailedand preserved exanple of a side hall plan Geek
Revival style house. Built cl845, i ti slocated on the ol dLexington Road on |and owned
by Harvard College from 1783-1839 during which tinme i t was known as Col | e® Farns. The
house possesses integrity of location, design, materials, worknmanship, feeling and asso-
ciation. |t meets criterion Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARH TECTURAL S QN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i nterns of
other buildings within the comunity.

Set on the corner of amajor thoroughfare and a quiet residential street i nan area
of predomnantly twentieth century houses, this i sone of the few Qeek Revival housesi n
the area and one of a nunber of fine exanples i nthecity. A though i t has had sone
additions, i t preserves nmany of itsoriginal features: a pedinmentedattic; a full
entablature with a distinctive dentil-like course that i sactually constructed of round
wooden pegs; pilastered cornerboards; two side chi meys; w ndow architraves extending to
floor level on first floor windows; and a gable end side entrance with fluted pilasters
and sidelights. The gabled dormers and porticow th Tuscan col unms are probably Iater

additions as are the many ells, although those on thewest have the sane dentil-like peg
detail. Itisa'2 story, clapboard clad, sidehall plan house with a two story rear ell.
Wndows retain original 66 sash. 1tisset off fromthestreet by a granite retaining wall

and granite posts define the driveway.

HSTARCAL SGNHCANE Explain therole owers played inlocal or state history and howt he
building relates t othe devel opnent of the coinunity.

This house i son land that was known as the College Farm because for nany yearsi t
was owied by Harvard College. |t was also known as the Rogers Farm because t he noney for
Its purchase cane from the sale of land i nRowley, M\ left toHarvard by an Ebenezer
Rogers. Harvard purchased the Véltham farm about 160 acres conprising most of the |and
between Collge Farm Road and Hardy Pond, i n 1728 apparently as an incone property, for it
was |eased toa series of tenants. | n 1819, NahumHardy becane t he tenant; i n 1830 he
nade an agreenent with Harvard to buy the property, and i n 1839 the agreenent was
finalized; the sale also included the pew and the horse shed at the neeting house that had
customarily been reserved for thetenant of the College Farm (M D. 38":99).

After acquiring the property, NahumHardy built this house. |t was probably

constructed ca. 1845, for the unusual dentil-like detail on the entablature i sexactly
like that on the Anos Stearns House at 1079 Trapelo Road (see form, known t o have been
built i n 1845, and suggests that the two houses were built at about the sane tine by the

sane carpenter. About 1860 Hardy noved t o a house on Qurve Street and sold this oneto
John MGegor, a farmer; after hisdeath the house was acquired i nthelate 1890s by Edw n
B Pratt, also a farmer. During thefirst decade of the twentieth century the tennis
court of the Prospect Tennis (ub was |ocated at this house. The Pratts still owed the

house i n 1923.

B BLlI GEAFHY and/ or REFHRANES

Sander son, Ednund L.
1927 The Story cf Piety Corner. Typescript. W&l tham Public Library.
1929 Piety Corner Aub and it sAntecedents. | nHistory of Pietv Corner.
V@l t ham Public Library.
1936 Véltham as a Precinct of Watertown and as a Town: 1630- 1884.
Publication No. 5. Véltham Historical Society.
Childs, Marjorie. Card file. W& tham Public Library.
M ddl esex Deeds - 384:99
Maps and atlases - 1836, 185", 1875, 1886, 1900, 1911, 1915, 1923
Directories - 1871, 1888-89, 1893, 1895, 1697-98, 1899, 1909, 1910, 1912, 1914
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1970 Atlas, City of Vel tham V@l t ham Massachusetts NRA
Conpi | ed by t he Viél t ham 724 Lexington Street
Engi neering Division Nahum Har dy House
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet
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