FORM B -

BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

30M-5-77

in relation to nearest cross o""\\—

other buildings.

Indicate north.

tTAS— |~

In Area no. Form no.

NW CAMB. |IBI

1. Town Cambridge

» 185 3 Massachusetts Avenue
Lovell Block

ntuse residential/commercial

jnt owner Avis Bunten & Edward A.
o Mayer
ription:
1882
puree deed records
3 Queen Anne - Panelled Brick
hitect unknown
txierior wall fabric brick, limestone
Outbuildings (describe)

Other featurei._ front facade of complex

patterned brick with limestone

trim. .
Altered No Date : .
Moved No Date
. Lot size-

One acre or less XX Over one acre
Approximate frontage 70 feet
Approximate distance of building from street

0 feet

. Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organization Cambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1972



7. Original owner (ifknown) Andrew .T.,,c.nn T,oy0-|-|
Original use commerni al/residpnt-j ]
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agrlt_:ultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce XX Industry Social/
Commun_lcatlon Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Lovell Block was built i n188 for Andrew
Jackson Lovell as a combination commercial/residential
block. The ground floor stores included a branch of
the _owner's grocery business, andthespecifically
designed headquarters of the North Canbridge Post
Office, while thetwo upper floors contained only
four well-appointed flats.

or _ The building was designed i nt he Panelled
Brick variant of the Queen Anne style, with a rather
conplex brick front facade. The dom nant features of
the facade aret hecorbelled cornice andthe tri-
partite arch within a projectingfrontispiece. The
arch frames a signet stone with t hebuilder's nanme and
aare, rianked by twow ndows which light theattic

unnh, fr I ARAAANTEATANAT AR substantially
unchanged from itsoriginal appearance, both on the
exterior andinterior. The interiors area free

interpretation of the Eastlake style, of high qualityi n
detail and execution. Most of t heoriginal mechanical
ratia?or. nirr A" A g nplace, including plumbing fixtures.



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

Property XA Ny n 1
Stat«, C«"n»y yUiraf/~<u”
Federal Agency:

resubmission

nomination by person or local government

owner objection

iBppeal
Substantive Revievir: sample request ,
Reviewer's comments:
- (V ut>J"*" h*c,L™ '

N f I N N

Nomination returned for: technical

substantive

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

liM Mis prapofty been tfetvnfithed aliglbls”

7. Description

un*H*r*d
sMwd

original >1U
moved di

. McaHcnl <l«llo»»l«d
floori fulns

IN

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

XtAN FAFSSTE: *A%*A

Working No 1IN
F«d. Reg. DaU:
Date Due: f-zf-S't-
Action: — " ARCCEPT 11
RFJpr.T /

photo8_in
maps _

appeal _JLNR decision

Recom. /Criteria
N J A N N "N

Discipline

see continuation sheet

corrections cited below
reasons discussed below

J-Ni>N

/



6. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

UWTI

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

n« riluiwa Ignmamnam A4 »tt prgpony wmtn »m mat, H

t lexl«ill iniUoii  Ofwcf  aifnatura

13. other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to (CMy.

Signed/J*r07~ - O -~ N rmatp~/ /. gO-" Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION N CAMB. 1IBI
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Canbridge
Address 1853 Massachusetts Avenue
Nane Lovell Block
Present use residential/commerci al

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number \ "N )
Present owner Avis Bunt en & Edward A
Mayer
3. Description:
Date 18 82 ]
Source deed records
Style Queen Anne - Panelled Brick
4, Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric brick, limestone

Outbuildings (describe)
Other features. front facade of comple?

+ patterned brick with limestone

trim~» - -
Altered No Date :—— —
Moved No Date
5. Lot size:

One acre or less XX Over one acre
Approximate frontage 70 feet
Approximate distance of building from street
0 feet
6. Recorded by Arthur Krim
Organization Cambridge Historical Comic

Date 1232

50M-5-77



7. Original owner (ifknown) Andrew J*nV.r.r. |,*..*n

Original use commercial/residential

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce XX Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Lovell Block was built i n188 for Andrew
Jackson Lovell as a combination commercial/residential
block. The ground floor stores included a branch of
t he*owner's grocery business, andthe specifically
designed headquarters of the North Canbridge Post
Office, while thetwo upper floors contained only
four well-appointed flats.
A _ The building was designed i nt he Panelled
Brick variant of the Queen Anne style, with a rather
conplex brick front facade. The dom nant features of
the facade aret hecorbelled cornice andthe tri-
partite arch within a projectingfrontispiece. The
arch frames a signet stone with the builder's nane and
date, flanked by t wow ndows which [ight theattic.
Architecturally, thelLovell Block i s substantially
unchanged from i tsoriginal appearance, both on the
exterior andinterior. The interiors area free
interpretation of the Eastlake style, of high qualityi n
detail and execution. Most of the original mechanical
fi*4*ings have remained i n place, including plumbing fixtures,
radiators, dumbwaiters and gas |ighting jets, making
the building a valuable historical and architectural
artifact.
This building was voted eligible for the National Register
10. Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor'srecords, in 19 77,
early maps, etc.)



I NVENTCRY FCRM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Form No:
USETTS H STCR CAL QOvf ASSI ON Northwest Cambridge Il '\g\ﬁ
Office of the Secretary, Boston o

Property Name Lovell Block

Indicate eadi itemoninventory fonn which is being continued bel w.

The Lovell Block, constructed i n1882, represents an attempt to
provide a full range of housing for an actively growing mddle class
community primarily comprised of Boston businessmen and others oriented
to thetransportation provided by theFitchburg Railroad depot l|ocated
just behind thebuilding. Wth theopening of theFitchburg depot i n
1843 and t he establishment of a horsecar line toHarvard bquare m 1856,
Porter Square becanme t hetransportation hub of Cambridge. At the sanme
time. North (nowMassachusetts) Avenue becane t henmost sought after
address i nCanbridge for the Boston businessman seeking a spacious avenue
on which tobuild a suburban showplace. By 1875, North Avenue was |ined
with elaborate mansions, and Porter Square had beconme, i nthewords of
a contemporary newspaper, "two communities divided by the railroad
tracks". North of thetracks were thetaverns and stockyards, as well
as a growing lower middle class suburb, while south of thetracks was
prestigious North Avenue and t henewly devel oping suburb of Avon Hill
(Avon Hill N RD).

The Lovell Block was built toprovide relatively expensive rental
accommdati ons that were otherwi se unavailable in.the North Avenue com

munity. | t contained only four flats, as well as thepost office and
the only grocer serving the neighborhood. Buil dings of this type were
rare i nCanbridge; nmost multifamily structures of this period were tene-
ments or row houses, as the "flat" concept di dnot become current until
the constructionof four-decker "hotels" i nCentral Square a few years

| ater. Architecturally, it i scloser' tothe Queen Anne panel brick
designs then being built in the Back Bay, translated tothemxed use,

multi-famly concept executed here.

The Lovell Block i ssignificant under Criterion A for itsasso-
ciation with thedevel opment of theNorth Avenue community i nthe |ast
half of thenineteenth century, and under Criterion C for its undupli-
cated architectural style and quality.

Staple tolnventory form at bottor/i



NPS Fonn 10-900-a
(7-«1)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places

inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Item

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area

State — —

number

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
m- Conventual Church of . Mary K eeper HACU-UM, L, NAA
> - ad St bhn bintstaiYR sk

Attest

132. 'Second Cambridge Savings A Keep©

Bak Building Srfflatknflv® Wi fw

Attest

XM, Frost, David, House SaUirtfelftre R.vle. deeper
Attest

X~k.  Hone House Sutstantlve Eeview K eeper A
Attest

135. Lowell, The Stj«N* NN AT A, K eeper I ALK -AA f>
Attest

MMB. Willis, Sillman, House

137. Second Waterhouse House

*139. Almshouse Sats.tantl5.a Eeviaw

-1A, Lovell Block .U, -mal...

AN

Keeper U)Jumr f\A a ™ ” AdHI.

Attest
Keeper "~ C N[ AN N[ ReA

Attest

V... At YVAN3Y2 3 -
A
K eep fiL/jjuLi*U/A<nuLu, [/f

er
Attest
Keeper £ N

Attest



TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION / RETURN SHE

+4 States 4 ttk
wul Park fitrriea . .
Subst antive Hevi

Lovell Block (Canmbridge MA
M ddl esex County

MA
Working Ho. // -~ 'y 7 tU
Fed. Reg. P'ata- INT-NV
Date Due; yIVISS
Action: -fCcP"ACCEPTAA*" AAUA
rvsubmission RETURN
nomination by parson or iocai government REJECT
owner objection Federal Agency:
appeal
Substantive Review: _ sample request * appeal __NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Reviewer.
Diaelpllna rf
Date _ _"NjEIiE1.

see continuation sheet

*Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussad below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

~

Description

A summary paragraph
J_ completeness
j__ clarity

alterations /Inta rii



8. Significance

UpaKlfle data* tylKiri

9(at#fvwMt of SA”nHI"aMoa (IR ana psvw”n”ti)

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

| of Bomtn»t»B proparty

V»r*al tpywiBni 4*scrVtlon am* )ustmeation

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluatad «t9nrttear>c« of thta property wrthin ttw stale is

rwik>r>«l state tocai

Slate Historic Preaervatton Officer signature

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 - 3504









Please refer to the map Iin the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275





