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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

HEIMS HOUSE (OLTR #13)
ORIGINAL PHYSICAI, APPEARANCE

The Helms House was distinguished by a slightly projecting entrance and flanked by
bays which formed a porte cochere on the east end of the facade of the building and
one of the main rooms on the west. The entrance employed a double door behind a
wooden rail in a brickwork pattern crossing a wide pointed arch. The arched
entrance of the porte cochere repeated that of the entrance to the residence, and
both arches were visually united across the facade at the roof line by a crenelated
parapet in a bold dentil pattern. The west bay of the facade featured a pair of
casement windows beneath an antique Cuban tile roof. The bay was ornamented by a
distressed brick pattern at the outer wall of the casements and a small window
covered by openwork grille bars below the roof line. A double chimney with six
semi-circular openings punctuated the profile of the roof line. The outer wall of
the west facade curved outward to form a square plinth supporting a vase. Another
vase was planned in front of the pier shared by the front entrance to the porte
cochere and the arched entrance to the house. Repeated on the side elevation were
unadorned casement windows, a small window with a grille under the tiled roof, and a
distressed brick motif. The bold crenelated parapet found over the central and west
bays of the facade was repeated on the east side of the house. Cement spouts and
ornamental tiles were arranged around the residence over the casement windows and
above the spandrels of the large arches.

PRESENT PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Changes to the Helms House include painting of the distressed brick patterns on the
front and sides of the building, replacement of the Cuban tile roof with modern
tiling, replacement of the casement windows with modern windows, and enclosure of
the entrance archway.
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT Roy Helms/B. E. Muller

The Helms House is a typical example of
it was designed by Bernhardt E.

1920s.

Moorish Revival architecture during the mid-
Miller for Roy and Alice Helms in November,

1926. Mr. Helms, a building contractor, owned the property only one year.

Research indicates that Hugh and Estia E. Robinson the house in 1928.
was a pioneer aviator and had been Glen Curti
1909. He later became president of
Robinson, Jr., was chief of the Opa-

council. BAnother son, Harold H. Robinson,

the Hurt Building.

the Curtiss Aerocar Company.
locka Fire Department and a member of the city
owned the Opa-locka Garage, located in

Hugh Robinson

ss' chief mechanical engineer since
His son, Hugh
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