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Prince George Winyah Church (Episcopal)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rectangular handmade "brick "building with semicircular apse at east 

end and vestibule at west. Prom the latter and at the roof line rises 

a square tower, terminating with octagonal sections. One contains the 

clock, the other is an arcaded "belfry with balustrade, crowned by a 

"cupola like roof" and a large cross. Vestibule section exhibits battle 

ments, double front doors, and quoins. The building's main rectangle 

is five bays long, including a central door and four large round headed 

windows with white stone sills and lintels with keystones. Semicircular 

fanlight above doors. All clear glass except stained above altar located 

in apse. Brick pilasters flank the central side doors and also adorn 

the corners. Jacobean gable on west and east end of main rectangle.

Interior - Central aisle leads to altar in the apse. Cross aisle 

midway in body of church. Old box pews, handmade woodwork, flagstone 

floor, organ and choir gallery,in west end.

Located among ancient moss laden trees, church and cemetery is 

surrounded by a wall of molded handmade brick.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Prince George, Winyah Parish,among the oldest in South 
farolina, was formed in 1?21. Its" church possesses a handsome 
Jacobean gable which is one of two noteworthy examples remaining 
in South Carolina.

The church "building was provided for by an act passed in 
which appropriated "all such monies as should be paid into the 
Public Treasury by virtue of the General Duty Act for Duties on 
Goods imported into the Port of Georgetown (Negroes excepted) 
for five years, to be applied towards defraying the charges of 
Building a Church and Parsonage-House, in and for the Parish of 
Prince George, Winyaw."

This provision was found insufficient and 1000 pounds were 
appropriated by the Assembly from other sources providing for com 
pletion of the building in 1?50. It was occupied by British troops 
during the Revolution, at which time the interior was badly burned. 
Tower and chancel were added in 1824.

In 1823, Francis Huger Rutledge was ordained deacon in the church. 
He later became the first Bishop of Florida. Another notable event 
was the baptism of Anthony Toomer Porter, in 1828, who became 
a distinguished priest and great benefactor of many young people 
in the state through the founding of Porter Military Academy. His 
remains lie in the churchyard as do many early settlers of the area.

The church house (circa 1825), across the street is part of 
the Georgetown Historic District.
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South Carolina Department Archives and History 12/1V70
STREET AND NUMBER:

Ifrao.SSaaU Street, Box 11,188 Capitol Station
CITY Oft TOWN:

Columbia South Carolina

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National / State xllocal

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

famf 7 A
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
MAY 6 1971

ATTEST:

TitieMrector, South Carolina______ 
Department Archives and History

Date &ate APR 1 9 1971
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