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1. Name

historic Grace Episcopal Church

and/or common

2. Location

street & number c +- +. Street not for publication

city, town R.osedala vicinity of congressional district

state Mississippi code 28 county Bolivar code

3. Classification
Category

district
X building(s) 

structure
site
object

Ownership
public

_ X- private 
both

Public Acquisition
in process
being considered

Status
X occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

private residence
x religious 

scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name Trustees of the Diocese of Mississippi

street & number p. p. Box 1636

city, town Jackson vicinity of state ~ Q 9 n 5

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. bolivar County Courthouoe

street & number nf

city, town Rosedale state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title has this property been determined elegible? __ ye"s no

date federal state county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description

Condition
X excellent 

good
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

_ X- altered

Check one
x original site 

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located on Main Street in Rosedale, Mississippi, is Grace Episcopal Church, 
a small, one story, carpenter Gothic building set upon low brick foundation 
piers.

The white clapboarded frame walls are pierced by lancet windows containing 
stained glass ( some of which is original ). Encircling the building is a 
skirt with a simple molded cap and a wide frieze.

The center bay of the three-bay, westerly, gable-end facade is occupied by 
abutressed rectangular tower with octagonal spire that more than doubles the 
height of the building and constitutes the main exterior ornament of the 
church. On each side of the tower belfry is a blind arcade and a louvered 
pointed arch opening capped by a drip molding all set below a steep gable. 
Fronting the tower is a narrow, shed-roof porch with pediment. The porch, 
which is supported by two Tuscan columns, shelters the double leaf entrance 
doors, each of which features six molded panels.

linmedlately inside the doors is a vestibule with a small round window oil 
each side wall. A-rectangular opening leads onto the interior where the walls 
and ceiling are covered with diagonal matched boards. The nave is wainscoted 
with double-vertical boards. From the boxed ridge of the roof, boxed rafters 
extend to the eaves where they are supported by brackets rising from the top 
of the four pointed windows on each side of the nave.

The chancel is separated from the nave by a raised floor and a dark railing, 
Also, the chancel projects at the sides into transepts. An arch, supported by 
boxed columns at the entrance to the chancel and is the width of the center 
aisle,is repeated at the entrance to the narrow east-end recess containing the 
sanctuary.The floor of the sanctuary is raised one level to accommodate a 
communion rail. Behind the altar is a large wide pointed arch divided into 
three smaller pointed arch windows.

Original wooden furniture includes the pews, lectern, and litany desk. A 
marble font is located at the entrance to the nave. The altar was installed 
at the turn of the century, and came from St. James' Episcopal Church in 
Greenville, Mississippi.

Two minor alterations have occured to the church. A vestry set in the angle 
of the north transept and the sanctuary is probably an addition. The front 
porch columns are substitutes for the original square-section posts with 
brackets. Aside from these two changes the building remains much as it was at 
the time of its construction in 1879.

The three-room rectory, which faces west, about thirty feet south of the 
church was built in the early 1920s to replace the 1903 rectory that burned.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance   Check and justify below
prehistoric archeoloav-orehistoric community olannina
1400-1499
1500-1509

1600-1699 x
1700-1799

X 1800-1899

1900-

archeology-historic
agriculture

_ architecture 
art
commerce
communications

conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1879 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

In the architectural context of Rosedale, and Bolivar County, Miss­ 
issippi, Grace Episcopal Church is an important example of the carpenter 
Gothic style.In this sparcely populated, agarian Delta county few church 
structures were built during the nineteenth century and fewer still have 
survived. Thus, it is not surprising that this 1879 building is the oldest 
extant church in the county. Similarly,' it is the finest carpenter Gothic 
building in the county and one of the few examples of the Gothic Revival 
to date from the nineteenth century. While hardly ambitious in. size, and 
somewhat spare of ornament, the pleasing porportions of the nave, the 
picturesquesness of the tower and the repetition of the Gothic arch motif 
make this a most pleasing vernacular design.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than 1 acre
Quadrangle name R.ooQdalc, Ms. - Ark. 

UMT References

Quadrangle scale j   2400Q
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached xerox copy of Rosedale, Mississippi, Tax Map. The property is 
outlined in red,and the map is located in the Tax Assessor's Office, Rosedale 
Town Hall, RoGcdalc, Mississippi, J-VW U V_-\_J.<_4.-1-V  , ,-J

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title f.1 -irtt-on T

organization date

street & number Box 1332 telephone 601-332-7956

city or town Greenville, state Mississippi 38701

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state _X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer date October 29, 1980

GPO 938 835
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