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1. Name of Property

historic name Bruha, Josef, and Anna Beran, house

other names/site number VY(00-018

2. Location

street & number 1n/a nfa_| not for publication

city, town Burwell K ] vicinity

state Nebraska code NE county Valley code 175 zip code 68862

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[X] private (X building(s)

L—_] public-local district

[ ] public-State [ site

I:] public-Federal [:] structure
[] object

Name of related multiple property listing:

na

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

In my C
VA e 027 P37

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
ign, the pror%y ﬁets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria.
&1 g

See continuation sheet.

02/20/90

Sigpatur, of certifying official
D¥rector, Nebraska State Historical Society

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddogs not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau
5. National Park Service Certification _
Entered 1m tos

I, hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register.
[__—l See continuation sheet.

- Hational Reglstez

L

[ ] determined eligible for the National
Register. [:] See continuation sheet.
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l:]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[:] removed from the National Register.

[ Tother, (explain:)

/

</7/*z/x,,Signature
1

of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or:Use : .

¥, AR

Historic Funictions (enterf'categones from instructions)

DomeStlc. Slngle Dwellingt

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic: Secondary Structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: Dvoutrakt dim

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __brick

walls brick

stucco

roof __wood: Shingle

other _wood: Enclosed Porch

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Josef and Anna
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8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [ |statewide ["Jiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A [ B [X]c [&D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ |8 [ Jc [ID e I e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture 1885-c.1905 1885

Ethnic Settlement c.1890
c.1905

Cultural Affiliation

na
Significant Person Architect/Builder
na Bruha, Josef

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Jogef and Anna Beran Bruha house is locally signifiecant
under National Register Criterion A as the only known extant
property in the community which represents the pioneer pericd of
Czech settlement in Valley County. It ig significant statewide
under Criterion C as one of only two known examples in Nebvaska
of the traditional Czech house type known as dvoutrakt dum

Significance under Criterion D relates to information about the
interior lavout of the dwelling during the first and second
construction periods which can only bhe answered by archeology
which would bhe destructive to the integrity of the hous=z “he
period of significance is defined to encompass the three con-

struction epigodes.

The context for evaluation of this property is Czech-Ameri-
can Settlement in Nebraska, particularliy settlement in the Loup
Basin counties of Valley, Garfield, and Custer. Ethnic Czechs
from Bohemia and Moravia comprise one of the prominent immigrant
groups in the state; more Czechs settled in Nebraska than in all
of the other Great Plains states combined {(Luebke, 418). By
1920, over 140,000 Czechs had immigrated to the Plains accounting

'

for more than 22 percent of the Czech-speaking population of the
United States. Of these 40.3 percent lived in Nebraska (Garver,
151-52). Josef Bruha was one of these, having emigrated to
Valley County in 1884 with his wife Anna Beran, and six children
from Xamyk, Klatovy, Plzen in Bohemi; {Bruha passport; Sobotks,
120% He came immediately to Valley County where members of the
Beran family had already located and was part of the first boom
period of settlement there. By 1885 he had built the first
section of hisg house and had tilled 55 acres of farmland (State
census) .

[x] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibiiographical References

See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [X]state historic preservation office
Elpreviously listed in the National Register [_lother State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register [1Federal agency
[]designated a National Historic Landmark [ ILocal government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings DUniversity
Survey # []other
[Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property _ Less than one acre

UTM References

A !N] Al N I TR I AT BN R -3 I I I T T O T O
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
clo b Ll oty v bbby by o 30 [T I I R NN I I T B

[X]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Described by a rectangle measuring 23.5 by 20 meters, drawn 12 meters from the east wall
of the house, and 4 meters each from the south, west and north walls of the house, in
the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 33, Township 20 North - Range
16 West of the 6th Principle Meridian in Valley County, Nebraska.

[ ]see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary contains the historic house together with the small amount of real estate
which historically represents the house yard, but excludes the few outbuildings in the
vicinity which together represent a contemporary cattle-raising operation and whose
integrity falls outside the period of significance for the property.

DSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle __David Murphy, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

organization ___Nebraska State Historical Society date __ Qctober, 1989

street & number __P. 0. Box 82554 telephone (402) 471-4774

city or town Lincoln. state __Nehraska zip code _68501
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community continued to expand over a long period of time, eventu-
ec

ally encompassing most of western Valleyv County. xtant Czech-
American landmarks %ncluue the St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church
the National Hall (R&d Slavin 2.0.B.J.), and the Bohemian

Brethren Cemetery, while thosge no longer extant include the
Jungmann Hall and the Komensky School.

The Bruha house was built during the first boom period
immigration in the 1886 's. Rectangular and measuring 7.5 =
meters (29 1/2 x 39 feet), the structure is of brick masonry
composed of three wythezs of "jdumbko” oxr Neorman bricks measuring 15
X 30.5 ¥ 6 cm each (6 % 12 x 2 1/4 inches), laid on a spread
footing of four courses of brick. Hand-made and fired on site
Bruha, the bricks were laid in "butter-brick” fashion with
diminutive joints. The entire wall received a coat of white-
washed plaster. The hipped roof, which is steeply-pitched, is
composed of a common tafter system bolted to anchor beams, with
occasgional collar heanms.

o
(29N 4

[

In plan the current house ig an example of the general Czech
house type known as the QXQQE;QKL/QQQJ consisting of a double-
pile of rooms (Va¥eka). The front is the south end, while
entrance ig dained through a wood-frame mud porch along the east
gside. Access from the porch leads to the large kitchen, which
shares the east section of the house with a smaller sitting roon.
Ranked along the west side are the diminutive sleeping roons,
three in total, as well as a pantry and two small ¢losets. The
central chimney, with flue openings from the kitchen, sitting
room, and one bedroom, rises from the conjunction of the kitchen-
sitting room wall with the north-south wall which defines the
west rank of rooms.

The house is typical of the dvoutrakt dum in the Czech
landg, with the exception that a narrow central storage hall
(s{i) is not present. The plan, then, which dates from the fi
decade of the twentieth century, represents an American modern-
ization of the more traditional plan.

reth




NPS Form 10-000-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __/ __ Page __3

Three digtinct construction episodes are evident, though

articular descriptive details for each LdHﬁUt be greciseéy
determﬁned without sgelective destruction of fabric. The firs
episode appearsz to be the front or south portion of the house
which measured approximately 7.4 x 6 meters (24 x 19 1/2 feet).
From available evidence, the house was originally a two-room
dwelling consisting of a hall on the east and a smaller storsrocon
on the west (a dvoijdfilny dim). Existing fenestration in the
south half of the house appears to be original. Entrance was
gained to the hall through an east door which is still extant,
but which use was supplemented by an additional east door after
the second construction episode,

The first episode dates to 1885. The roof was apparently
hipped on the south asg now appears, but wasg gabled on the north
in anticipation of the addition. BEvidence exigts in the roof for
a temporary loft docr in the north gable wall, which was sheathed
with horizontal shiplap siding. An original collar beam
(hambalek) and evidence of the original summer beam, located

abeve the current north-south interior wall, still exist.

Masonry detailing distinguishes the first episode Foremosgt
ig the existence of a decorative hrick cornice qupperulnq the
false plate. Composed of three courses of brick, the lower
course simply projects from the wall, while the top two coursge
angle outward, all providing a very siight overhang. Fenestra-
tion is algo distinct, revealing decorative jambs "carved" frorv
the fired brick, providing a reveal to the brickwork.

i

o

]
b

The second episode appears to have c¢lo
original, reln completed by about 1892, I
masonry addition to the north which doubled t : ft

house. The anchor bheam and common rafter hip d roof systen was
extended to the north, though here the ummer wag located above
the anchor beams (similar to the summer ar the Hladky house in
rural Butler County, BU®Z-64). JIf the location of this summear
beam is an accurate reflection of the plan, the house was a fourx
room dwelling similar to the German kreuzhaus. In this regard
the house would share characteristics with the Franz Zavadil
house in rural Cedar County {NRHP CD@®-%). Additional clues to
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the plan of this episode are likely extant in the interior
plaster of the exterior walls, which was applied directly te the
brick. Other possibilities, suggested by the fenestration and
on-site measurements include: a plan gimilar To that which is
extant, one similar but with the addition of the traditional
storage hall or §i§, and another common central hall plan with
combined vestibule and kitchen durchginigenhaus.

The third construction episode, which is ¥nown to have been
accomplished by the first decade of the twentieth century,
amounted to a total rebuilding of the 1nter1or which nonetheless
maintained traditional form. The rvebuilding was accomplished b
furring the exterior walls with 2x4 studsz, set sideways, to
accept modern lath and plaster. The ceiling was al%o raised
(along with the loft f£loor), replacing the anchor and summer
beams with standard wood joists. The w1ndows, which had been set
with wide exterior jambs and sills were inset further, and the
spaces remaining were patched with brick and plaster to match the
original. The two smaller north windows ware probkably added at
this time. The plan arrangement installed is the current one
described above.

Integrity remains very high, showing little contemporary
intrusion in the fabric. The masgonry walls and roof are in
excellent condition, as is the interior, while windows are in
good condition. The exterior plaster coat (including some later
recoating) is approximately 50% extant. The most seriou s inte-
grity problem is minor; that being the release of hrick in one
window head probably due to a lack of sgufficient mass to sustain
the segmental arch. Some window heads had been repaired earlier.
Due to the method of roof construction, no structural damage has
resulted from the window problem.

The property is being maintained hy descendants of the
original builder. The house ig now used ag a seasonal dwelling
and summer kitchen associated with the ranching operation, and
for domestic storage.
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The significance of the Bruha house under Criterion A
derives principally from itsg being the only extant CzZech-American
dwelling in the rural ethnic¢ communityv which dates from the
pioneer era of Czech settlement. The first two consgtruction
episodes were completed in the 188@'s, a decade when the first

settlers arrived in large numbers (Rosick?, 220-24,; Shaver, I1Ll:1-
5). The housge reflects this settlement period through its
distinctive 01d World form, a characteristic especially of first
generation Czech houses bullt hy recent emigrants.

The property type for this nomination iz the traditional
Czech house type known as dvoutrakt 6%?. The tType encompasses
some varietv, but common to all 1% a ouble-pile plan consisting
of a living hall and chamber {sv K0 ’ vhich are
a rank of smaller c¢hambers. Most commonly ant “ibule
and fire-voon {515) divides the main hall From the chamber
(Vareka).

The type is not ccmmon among Great Plaing Czechs. fami-
grants heve, fleeing the homeland after 1848, were predominantly
peasant farmersg seeking economic freedom in a new land. The

common house typesg built by these immigrants were tTypica
one room wide, and from one fo three rooms long. The wid
larger gggggggggﬁgém, however, was more commonly built
thier seventeenth and eighteenth century Protestant CTzec
1mm1g&atea to the Delaware Valley and southeastern Pennsy
There the typical double-pile house (which was also comm
stories), wasg known in German as the T nrkubhenhaLv or E
(Chappell, 68-71).
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In addition to its size, nine th eentury Czechs immi-
grants did not typically build the 2 in anyv nunbersg because of
the additional technical skill requ d to shelter wider spans
with the roof. The underframe roof whﬂch was used extensively in
Pennsylvania wasg also common in the Czech lands for wide spans,
hut it recuired gkilled carpenters to build. Bruha, who was also
a noted local blacksmith, utilized a common rafter, anchor and
collar beam system in a hipped rgﬂ‘ ta accomplish his task.
Significance under Criterion C derives in part from the struc-
tural system of the roof. Rafters are bolted to the plates on
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the hip slopes, as are the plates to the masonry wall, while on
the side glopes the raftersg are bolted to the anchor beams, with
the plates once again bolted to the walil. The Bruha house
represents a significant technical achievement in this regard,
and is the only recorded example of this construction system in
Nebraska.

The Josef and Anna Beran Bruha house ig significant under
Criterion C as a fine and rare product of the gxggg;gj;ﬁﬁﬁy in
Nebraska. The only other recorded example is the Franz Zavidil
heouse in rural Cedar County (CD@®-7; NRHP). a gabled stons
masonry dwelling of four rooms. Simiilar houses are known *0 have
been built by Poles in Sherman Countv {gee the Hoschynialski and
Smolinski-Waciejwski houses, 3M@2-29% and SMOO-6). 'The Bruna
house is also significant for its contribution to our under-
gstanding of Czech-~-American architectural tradition, cultural
transference and folk construction.

Significance under National Register Criterion D derives
from a lack of sustainable evidence concerning the plan of the
house during its first two periods of occupancy. Again, because
of the richness of {zech traditional architecture, at least four

pogsibilities have been noted in Item #7: the fir
duplication of the current plan: the second, a p; gimilar to
the current one but including a central hall (g {i) in the front
part of the house, much Like the conmmon Lrnwél?ni dum house type:
third, the possibility of a full central space which conbined
vegtibule and kitchen as in the German durcggéuluqenhaug; and
fourth, a simple four room plan similar to the German kreuzhau;
(see the Zavadil house plan, CD9e~7). All four plans are commo
in Czech tradition. Information on the ariginal plan of the
second construction episode would add significantly to our
knowledge of Czech response and adaptation fo New ¥World condi-
tions. Information concerning this is gonly extant in the house
i*sejfi but it cannot be made available without dismantling the
interior walls. Evidence should be extant in the interior
piaster of the masonrv walls, in paint patterns on the wall
and/oxr in evidence from the original f£loor material. Information
may alsgso exist on the underside of summer and or anchor heams.

t a near
n
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The Bruha house, then, exi

ists today az a tangible remindex
of early Czech Qertwement in Valley County, and as a gignificant
architectural product of Czech culture in Nebraska. The research

potential extant in evidence of earlier congtruction episods
offers valuable information concernin
ference and transformation.

ng ethnic cultural trans-
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