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Cole, Alex—Cabin—Building #131
Recommended level of Treatments Preservation
Cost Estimate* N/A

This is a rectangular, one story building with loft. The walls are 
hand hewn, dovetail notched logs. The walls have been chinked with mud 
in the past, but most chinking is now missing.

The foundation is fields-tone piers, and loose rock.

The roof is gabled and was originally covered with hand-split, wooden 
shingles. The cabin is presently covered with asphalt roofing over the 
shingles. The roof shingles should be replaced.

Windows; There is one window. It is in the east wall of the cabin and 
was a four light stationary window. At present all sash and lights are 
missing and the window is boarded over as a security measure.

Floors» The floor is hewn puncheon. The floor shows years of wear, 
but some broad ax marks are still visible. Surviving puncheon floors 
are unique, since most cabins having them have disappeared.

Doors: There is one door. It is in the west wall of the cabin. It is 
built of sawn boards and has manufactured metal hinges. The cabin has 
been subject to vandalism so the door is boarded up for security.

Basic Interior Appearance* The* interior is ©ne room with loft, 
is no stairway; a ladder was used to reach the upper portion.
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The fireplace is on the north end of the room. It is built of masonry 
rubble, as is the chimney. Interior walls are : board and batten. The 
ceiling of the main room is sawn board over hewn joists. The loft is 
uncalled. ,.

General Location* The cabin is located about one mile east of 
Highway 441 and about five miles south of Gatlinburg,Tennessee. The 
structure is on the Old Indian Gap Road, about 100 yards west of the 
West Prong, Little Pigeon River.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cole, Aiex--Cabin 
Order of Significance: 3rd

There were about 400 to 500 people living in what was called the 
Sugarlands in 1930. When the area was included in Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, the people were moved from the area. There were houses, 
cabins, schools, and churches up and down the hollows and narrow valleys 
of the steep and rocky sides of the mountains. Small fields were 
cleared wherever the land was level enough for corn to grow, and 
moonshine whiskey was distilled in the most secluded spots. Livestock 
was raised on the mountain pastures, and life went on at a leisurely 
pace.

The life of the people reflected ways-and lifestyles that had disappeared 
from all of America except the Appalachian mountains. Most work was 
still done by hand labor and the roads were primitive or non-existent.

But time literally was running out for the mountain way of life in much 
of the Appalachians. The coming of logging to the mountains meant the 
end of a way of life. /

Today the Alex Cole Cabin is the only surviving dwelling of the 
Sugarlands community. It alone stands as a reminder of a way of life 
in its particular vicinity. Other cabins remain in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, but this cabin is alone in the Sugarlands.

There have been no alterations to the cabin, there is a temporary 
asphalt roof, but a shingle roof could easily be added. Examples of 
workmanship are obvious and the integrity of architecture 
the roof) and location are still present.
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