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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Vérren House, which faces southwest onits | ot toward Eel River Pond, i s
located i naresidential area south of Plynouth Center. | tis sited on 1 39 acres
studded with | arge white ash and horse chestnut trees which give way to an orchard
as the land slopes toward the pond. There are also |andscaped terraces and fl ower
and herb gardens.

The house i s a one and one hal f story wood franestructure which rests ona fieldstone
foundation and i s encl osed b%/ alow pitched ganbrel roof. Alarge central chi mey
rises slightly infront of the ridge. The clapboarded facade i s framed with w de
conmer boards and a sinple overhanging cornice. The center entraiceis flankedby

two w ndows on each side and i s approached by three concrete st ePs withno rail.

The present treatment, with narrowfull length side |ights andplainarchitrave
appears to date fromanearly-md nineteenth century renodeling. VWndows contain

2/2 sash and are framed with sinple architraves. An entraiceto the cellar has been
cut into the foundation bel owthe two west emw ndows, and shed roof dorners witli

pai red casenent w ndows have been added above both pairs. The side el evations which
are shingled contain two w ndows at each story. Aonestoryell attached to the north-
west coner of the house contains a late nineteenth century kitchen and a 1957 |iving-
roomwhi ch replaced an early shed. The effect of this change was m ni m zed by preserv-
ing the proportion andmterials of the shed.



El SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTOHIC
— 1400-1499
—1500-1599
-2S 600-1699
— 1700-1799
—1800-1899
—1900-

SPECIFIC DATES

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

XARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
XAGRICULTURE
“ARCHITECTURE

—ART

—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

1695/

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
2£EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MusIC

—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
-SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

The Vir ren House possesses inte?rity of location, design, setting, materials, and

wor knanship and i s a good exanp
of the town center
~agricultural character. i |
I story of the house nay be gained through archeol ogi cal

ear |
t he

Inarural

resi dential
Furt her,

area, |
I tis believed t

e of early wood franeconstruction.

Locat ed south

I tis reﬁresentat ive of Plynouth's
at nore informtion about
investigation; this

potential is heightened by the fact that a hearthstone and forner foundation have
al ready been | ocated.

The parcel onwhich this hoiise now stands, was part of a four hundred acre tract

granted to Richard \rren in 1627. _
M ymout h Col ony and was al so one of the signers of the Mayflower Conpact.

Mrren was one of the first

settlers

of the
The

original grant, vtichran fromWrren Qove west t othe present Route 3, has now

been reduced to 1.39 acres.

| t isbelieved that the present house, constructed

C 1695, was preceded by two snaller dwellings; this nay be confirmed by archeol ogi -

cal

resear ch.

Qe of the nmost inportant occupants of the house was Janes Vérren who was bomiin
He was a representative tothe General Court fromP ynmouth, a nenter of the
Commttees of Correspondence, President of the Provincial Congress, a Speaker of the
Massachusetts House and a Paynaster in the Continental Arny. H was also a signa-
tory of the Declaration of Independence and of the "assachusetts Constitution and

1726.

was a nenter of the Acadeny
of Barnstabl e,

_ of Arts and Sciences. : .
awonian active i n governnental and reArol utionary affairs.

In 1754 he married Mercy Qtis

Se wote

several plays, poens andpolitical tracts aswell as a history of the struggle for
i ndependence and observations on the New Federal Constitutionandon the State
Conventions calledto ratify the Federal Constitution.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY CES(R PTI ON
The boundary extends 230" i na southwesterly direction along Clifford Road; i t then tvirns
northwest for 60" toEl | River Pond andtravels northwesterly along theshore of t hepond,;
it then turns northeasterly for 269.94', andthen southeasterly 121.93" t ot hebeginning.
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