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II DESCRIPTION 

x_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 
_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

One of the most elegant houses in Conway County is the Aycock-Jamell 
House. Built in 1904 1 this large residence features a round bay with 
domed roof, a one~storey porch encircling half the house, and decorative 
windows of both stained and clear leaded glass. The house is in excellent 
condition and remains structurally unaltered. 

The two-and-one-half storey Aycock-Jamell House has a high hip roof with 
gable projections on the front and side elevations. A domed roof with 
finial and dragon-style weather vane tops the tower-like bay at the south­
east corner. The house is sheathed in narrow clapboard and rests on a 
foundation of rough-faced cut stone . 

The three gable ends on the front and side elevations are imbricated with 
scalloped shingles. Recessed in the east and west gable ends are center­
pointed arches and rectangular windows with bracketed hoods. Each double­
hung window has a geometric pattern in the upper sash. Casement windows, 
set beneath a heavy entablature and flanked by short square posts, are 
set into the front gable end. 

Encircling the front half of the house is a one-storey flat-roofed porch. 
Urn-shaped balusters between short,square posts enclose the porch deck. 
Similar balusters between round Doric columns surround the downstairs 
porch. Curved handrails are found on both the deck and the lower porch. 

Th~ pattern of brnamental brackets and dentils on the porch cornice is 
continued in the wide belt course around the house. Beneath the wide 
overhang of the roof are paired scroll brackets on a plain frieze. 

The irregular floor plan is accented by projecting bays on the front and 
side elevations. On the west elevation is a one-storey bay similar to 
the two-storey front bay. Both bays are three-sided with double-hung 
sash windows on each face. The front bay windows feature a diamond pattern 
in the upper sash. The tower-like bay at the southeast corner fe~tures 
three curved windnws on the second storey. The most unusual bay is on the 
west elevation. This one-storey, oval-shaped bay has both curved and flat 
windows of stained and leaded glass . -Stained glass is also found in the 
sidelights and narrow transom surrounding the single door entry. 

The interior features of the Aycock-Jamell House are even more interesting 
than the exterior. The small vestibule opens into the foyer through a 
single dqor with clear beveled- glass - set in an oval frame. Clear beveled 
glass also infills the surrounding sidelights and operable transom. 

At the rear of the foyer a stairway of imported English walnut leads 
to the second storey. CUrving urward from two small landings, the stairway 
is lined with slender balusters set between heavy square posts. Like most 
of the other rooms in the house the foyer still contains its original light 
fixture. Originally designed for gas, these interesting light fixtures 
are now operable with electric wiring. 
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The front parlor, which still retains panels of its original wallpaper, 
opens onto the foyer through a wide rectangular opening. This west entry 
features ornamental latticework in a scroll pattern. 

Double sliding doors separate the east parlor from the dining room to the 
north. Archways between the dining room and east bay are infilled with 
decorative spindle work. This east bay, with its stained and leaded 
glass windows, is the most picturesque area of the house. 

Among the most impressive features are a number of original mantelpieces 
which reportedly were purchased at the St. Louis World's Fair. Located 
downstairs in the foyer, library, parlor and dining room are the four 
most elaborate mantels. These intricately carved mantels feature glazed 
tile, ornamental hearth covers, and, in two cases, beveled mirrors. 
The dining room mantel has a small bookshelf enclosed with leaded glass. 

Resting on its original corner lot in Morrilton's first fashionable 
residential district, the Aycock-Jamell House has changed little since 
its 1904 construction. Continual attention has kept the rich interiors 
and unusual exterior features in almost perfect condition. 



I!J SIGNIFICANCE 
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_ 1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Aycock-Jamell House, completed in 1904, is one · of the most architecturally 
unusual structures in Conway County, Arkansas. The finely detailed interiors, 
even more intricate than the exterior features, reflect a style unusual and 
possibly unique in this area of the Arkansas River Valley. 

The two-and-one-half storey house is of frame construction with a high 
hipped and gabled roof , Imbrication in the gable ends, decorative brackets 
on the porch and roof cornices, and windows with stained, leaded and 
patterned glass are some of the interesting architectural features. Dominating 
the exterior is a tower-like bay capped with an elongated dome. Resting 
on the dome ~ s finial is a dragon-style weathervane. 

The interior of the Aycock-Jamell House features highly crafted woodwork 
in doors , mantels, stairway and decorative grills. According to a; 
descendant of the builder, each of the mantelpieces was purchased at the 
st. Louis ~-Jorld' s Fair, where they had been a part_ o.f some of ~he exhibition 
buildings. The walnut stairway is said to have been imported from England 
and reassembled in the house , The original light fixtures, _ first piped 
for gas but now operated by electricity, are -still in place; as are the 
original panels of wallpaper in the southeast parlor . 

This architecturally interesting structure was built EY Elmo Ayqock,_ a 
Morrilton businessman and entrepreneur. According to his granddaughter, 
Aycock had visited in St. Louis and was very impressed by the residences 
he saw there. When he deciden to build his home in Morrilton, Aycock hired 
several skilled German carpenters who were working on houses in St. Louis. 
The house built by these German craftsmen was quite unusual for central Arkansas. 

About 1912 the Aycock family moved to Little Rock, where Mr. Aycock continued 
his successful business endeavors. Aqcording to Mrs. George L. Cunningham, 
who was born in Morrilton before the turn of the century, the Aycock House 
was first sold to Captain M, D. Shelby , Another successful Morrilton 
busines~man, Captain Shelby built the c~!~'s first cotton oil mill in 1910. 

The Aycock House has passed to several owners during its seventy-year 
existence ,. and now belongs to the Kassen Jamell family. Like previous 
occupants of the house ,. the Jamell's are continuing to maintain the 
structure in its excellent condition . 
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As Morrilton's finest residence in the first decade of the twentieth 
century, the Aycock-Jamell House has retained its dignified appearance 
duirng the intervening years. Its interesting features,, unusual to 
the area even when it was first constructed,make the Aycock-Jamell 
House Conway County's most impressive architectural landmark. 
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